
 

Town of Simsbury 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

 
Watch Board of Selectmen meetings LIVE and rebroadcast on Comcast Channels 96, 1090,   

Frontier Channel 6071 and LIVE streamed or on-demand at www.simsburytv.org 
 

SIMSBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Main Meeting Room – Simsbury Town Hall – 933 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury 

Regular Meeting – October 12, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. - AMENDED 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC AUDIENCE 
• Participants can address the Board of Selectmen in person at the meeting 
• Email townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov by noon on Wednesday, October 12, 2022 to register to 

address the Board of Selectmen live through Zoom 
• Written comments can be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov. Written comments will not be 

read into the record, but forwarded to all Selectmen via email 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
a) Proclamation for National Friends of Libraries Week 
b) Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) Overview  

 
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT  
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
SELECTMEN LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS  
a) Personnel 
b) Finance 
c) Public Safety 
d) Board of Education 
 
SELECTMEN ACTION 
a) Tax Refund Requests 
b) Donation from St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Avon 
c) Greater Hartford Transit District Dial-A-Ride Operating Assistance Grant Agreement 
d) Street Excavation Fee Schedule 
e) FY 21/22 Year-End Financial Results  
f) Proposed Year-End General Fund and Capital Transfers 
g) COVID-19 Relief 501(C)(3) Non-Profit Grant Program  
h) Cannabis Sales in Simsbury 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES  
a) Regular Meeting of September 28, 2022 
 
COMMUNICATION  

http://www.simsburytv.org/
mailto:townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov
mailto:townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov
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Most of the documents reviewed by the Board of Selectmen at this meeting can be located at: 
http://www.simsbury-ct.gov/board-of-selectmen     

  

a) Memo from M. Capriola re: Public Gathering Permits, dated September 29, 2022 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
a) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(B), pending claims and litigation, DESRI TVS Real Estate Holdings, 

LLC. v. Simsbury, HHB-CV-20-6060337-S 
b) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(A), Town Manager’s Annual Performance Review 

 
ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
 





 
PROCLAMATION 

NATIONAL FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES WEEK 
OCTOBER 16 - 22, 2022 

 
Whereas, Friends of the Simsbury Public Library raise money that enables our library to 
move from good to great -- providing the resources for additional programming, much 
needed equipment, support for children’s summer reading, and special events throughout 
the year; 
 
Whereas, the work of the Friends highlights on an on-going basis the fact that our library 
is the cornerstone of the community providing opportunities for all to engage in the joy of 
life-long learning and connect with the thoughts and ideas of others from ages past to the 
present; 
 
Whereas, the Friends understand the critical importance of well funded libraries and 
advocate to ensure that our library gets the resources it needs to provide a wide variety of 
services to all ages including access to print and electronic materials, along with expert 
assistance in research, readers’ advisory, and children’s services; 
 
Whereas, the Friends’ gift of their time and commitment to the library sets an example 
for all in how volunteerism leads to positive civic engagement and the betterment of our 
community; 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Simsbury  
proclaim October 16 - 22, 2022 as Friends of Libraries week in Simsbury and urges 
everyone to join the Friends of the Simsbury Public Library and thank them for all they 
do to make our library and community so much better. 
 
Dated the 12th day of October 2022 
 
 
 
 
Wendy Mackstutis  Amber Abbuhl    Sean Askham   
First Selectman   Deputy First Selectman  Selectman  
  
 
 
Chris Peterson   Heather Goetz    Eric S. Wellman 
Selectman   Selectman    Selectman  DRAFT











REQUESTED TAX REFUNDS

OCTOBER 12, 2022

BILL NUMBER TAX INTEREST TOTAL

List 2020

Vault Asset Universal Lsng Trst 20-03-69035 $320.27 $320.27

Total 2020 $320.27 $0.00 $320.27

List 2021

Henry, Carol M 21-01-03485 $128.20 $128.20

ACAR Leasing Ltd 21-03-50051 $608.26 $608.26

Bana, Venkata R 21-03-50940 $207.84 $207.84

Bowers, Harriet J 21-03-51874 $47.24 $47.24

CAB East LLC 21-03-52432 $74.95 $74.95

CCAP Auto LeaseLtd 21-03-52949 $273.87 $273.87

Chapman Maro H Jr 21-03-53055 $32.90 $32.90

Daimler Trust 21-03-54168 $708.05 $708.05

Daimler Trust 21-03-54173 $505.10 $505.10

Daimler Trust 21-03-54186 $101.36 $101.36

Financial Ser Veh Trust 21-03-55896 $223.01 $223.01

Harris, Candace L 21-03-57707 $68.75 $68.75

Huscher Wendy D 21-03-58714 $50.55 $50.55

Huscher Wendy D 21-03-58715 $3.14 $3.14

Ippolito, Mary A 21-03-58863 $73.12 $73.12

Librera Frederick III 21-03-60953 $109.59 $109.59

Marchio James A 21-03-61700 $124.70 $124.70

Marsh James J 21-03-61792 $49.75 $49.75

Marsh James J 21-03-61793 $38.10 $38.10

McIntyre Roger B 21-03-62264 $6.29 $6.29

New Horizons Inc 21-03-63426 $1,040.43 $1,040.43

New Horizons Inc 21-03-63427 $640.51 $640.51

Patton, Bryan D 21-03-64390 $70.56 $70.56

Payson, Clifford A 21-03-64426 $1,261.90 $1,261.90

Protz Jessica R 21-03-65122 $82.82 $82.82

Richardson James C 21-03-65615 $58.73 $58.73

Richardson James C 21-03-65616 $64.77 $64.77

Ring, Stephen W 21-03-65679 $5.77 $5.77

Stent Gregory P 21-03-67878 $158.08 $158.08

Thode, Todd H 21-03-68507 $98.56 $98.56

Thode, Todd H 21-03-68508 $60.14 $60.14

Miller Eugene  (7 vehicles) various $50.62 $50.62

Total 2021 $7,027.66 $0.00 $7,027.66

TOTAL 2020 $320.27 $0.00 $320.27

TOTAL 2021 $7,027.66 $0.00 $7,027.66

TOTAL ALL YEARS $7,347.93 $0.00 $7,347.93





















Town of Simsbury 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET    SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

 
TOWN OF SIMSBURY 

ENGINEERING 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET 

SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

REQUEST FOR LICENSE 
 

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION 

Name: 

Business Address: 

Home Address:  

Phone Numbers: List name, address, and phone numbers of 2 key personnel to contact if there is a problem with a work area: 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TYPE OF LICENSE  INSURANCE EXPIRATION DATE 

 A Street Excavator  General Liability:____________________________________ 

 A General Contractor  Workers Compensation:_____________________________ 

  Auto Liability:______________________________________ 

  Indemnification:____________________________________ 

  Bond Issue Date:____________________________________ 

LICENSE FEES:   $75 New   $50 Renewal 
PAID:     Cash     Check #__________ 
 
Simsbury License #: __________________________________ 
 
State License # (if any):________________________________ 
 
List 2 previous projects completed in the last 2 years involving the type of work that you are asking to be licensed for: 
 
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
List 2 references familiar with the type of work that you are asking to be licensed for: 
 
1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                  Date License Issued: _______________ 

LICENSE ISSUED BY:_____________________________        Date License Expires: ______________ 



Town of Simsbury 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET    SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

 
TOWN OF SIMSBURY 

ENGINEERING 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET 

SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

BOND – EXCAVATION 
 

TO: ________________________________________TOWN OF SIMSBURY____________________________________________ 

WITHIN THE TOWN OF SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT  ____________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As principal and___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are held firmly bound unto the Town of Simsbury, in the sum of __________________________ Dollars ($_________________) 
lawful money of the United State of America, to be paid to the said TOWN OF SIMSBURY, its successors or assigns, for which 
payment, well and truly to be made, we find ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns, jointly and 
severally, firmly by these presents: 

  SIGNED AND SEALED, and dated at SIMSBURY, this _______ day of _______________, ______________. 

 

  THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION IS SUCH that whereas the above bounden principal has by the Town of 
Simsbury (by the Town Manager or Town Manager’s designee) been duly licensed to: 

 A street excavator 
  

 A general contractor 

NOW, THEREFORE, IF THE SAID ______________________________________________________________________ 

Shall well and truly keep and perform, during said term, all the terms and conditions of the ordinances of the Town of Simsbury, 
regulating excavations in the Town’s right‐of‐way, and shall indemnify and save harmless the Town of Simsbury and said Town 
Manager or Town Manager’s designee and his agents  from all suites and actions of every name and description brought against 
said Town, or any officers of said Town, for or on account of any injuries or damages received or sustained by any person in 
consequence of or resulting from any work performed by said principal ______________________________________________ 
their servants or agents, or of, or from any negligence in guarding said work, or of or for any act of omission of said principal 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
servants or agents; shall faithfully perform said work in all respects and shall guarantee his work for a period of 5 years after 
completion, against any failure caused by defective materials, or defective workmanship and will make good such defects, if so 
ordered, to the satisfaction of the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee, and shall comply in all respects with the 
rules and regulations established relative to such work, and with the terms of the permits that may be issued to him. 
 
Signed and Sealed in the presence of                     ______________________________ 
 
______________________________                     ______________________________ 
 
______________________________                     ______________________________ 
 
                             ______________________________ 



Permit No. _________________ 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR STREET EXCAVATION PERMIT 
TOWN OF SIMSBURY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

TOWN HALL 933 HOPMEADOW STREET, SIMSBURY, CT 06070 
860-658-3260   FAX:  860-658-3205 

 
The following payment and license information shall be filled out by the Town of Simsbury: 

Fee Amount Check Date Check No. 

$50.00   
 
Is the Contractor Licensed with the Town of Simsbury:       Yes    No 
 
Name of Contractor:______________________________ Phone No: ___________________ 
Address of Contractor: __________________________________________________________ 
Emergency No:_____________________   Email: ____________________________________  
Property Owner Name: ____________________________ Phone No: ____________________ 
Address of proposed work:_____________________________________________________ 
Describe nature of permit requested:  ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Starting date:  ___________ End date: _______ Call Before You Dig No: __________________ 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The applicant is responsible for all restoration including temporary or permanent patching, curb 
replacement, pavement markings, grass restoration, traffic control, etc.  Permanent restorations are to be completed 
under a separate permit typically within 6-9 months of the temporary restoration.  
Check Applicable:       
 No Pavement, Curb or Sidewalk Cut      Pavement Cut      Curb Cut      Sidewalk Cut 
 Existing Driveway Apron      Proposed Driveway Widen      Proposed New Driveway 
Utility Type:   
 Public Water   Natural Gas   Drainage   Public Sewer   Line Assignment   Other 
Restoration Requirements:    
 Temporary Restoration (includes emergency repair)     Driveway Restoration     
 Permanent Restoration 
 
Applicant to provide a sketch of the proposed work, or furnish two copies if separate drawing. 
 

Applicant is responsible for contacting the Police Dept. and C.B.Y.D (811 or www.cbyd.com) 
SIGNED PERMIT SHALL BE KEPT ON JOBSITE AT ALL TIMES 

PERMIT IS SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS ON REVERSE SIDE OF APPLICATION 
Check or Surety Bond Required:  Driveway-$2,000.00 or Bank Check for $500.00  
                       Excavation-$5,000.00    Certificate of Insurance 
                                            Excavation (Large Project) ____________________ 
I agree to furnish to the Town of Simsbury with the amount of Bond required and to reimburse the Town of Simsbury for any 
expenses incurred by the Town for plow damages, maintenance or repair work in connection with the permit and that I am 
familiar with and abide by the rules and regulations for permits as outlined in the Town of Simsbury’s Highway ROW Permit 
Program and Excavation Permit conditions checked on reverse side of this application and attached details. 

 
Signed:  _________________________ Print Name:__________________________ Date: ______ 
                 CONTRACTOR 
 
Signed:  _______________________________  Issue Date:  ____________  
         TOWN ENGINEER      Expires:   Oct. 15, 2023 (Permanent Restoration) 

          Or AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE           Nov. 15, 2023 (Driveway Restoration) 
     Dec. 1, 2023 (Temporary Restoration) 

ATTACHMENTS TO APPROVED PERMIT: 
  Pavement Repair Detail             Driveway Apron Detail     Typical Road Cross-Section 
  Excavation Permit Conditions     Drainage Connection Detail   Other: _________________ 
 



 

 
   

Excavation Permit Conditions (checked as required for this permit) 
 

 All work in Town accepted roadways or Streets are to be completed under a Street Excavation Permit 
issued by the Town of Simsbury.  

 The Contractor shall complete the work between the hours of 7:00 am to 3:30 pm Monday through 
Friday except holidays unless otherwise authorized by the Town Engineer and the Police Department.   

 The Contractor shall keep the roadways open to traffic for the full length of the project and shall provide 
a sufficient number of travel lanes and pedestrian areas to provide for normal traffic flow. The travel 
lanes and pedestrian sidewalks shall continue to provide drainage for stormwater runoff and kept 
reasonably smooth and in a usable condition at all times in order to provide minimum interference to 
traffic.  The contractor should maintain a minimum 10 foot wide traveled way during construction to 
accommodate alternating one-way traffic on all roadways.  Flagman shall be provided by the contractor 
as required.  

 The Work and any road closures shall be coordinated with the Police Chief and adjacent property 
owners at least 5 days prior to any closures.  The contractor should contact the Simsbury Police 
Department (860-658-3100) to order private duty police services as required.  The Town of Simsbury 
Legal Traffic Authority (Police Chief) reserves the right to require the Contractor to order private duty 
police officers if required for the safety of the public during completion of the work. 

 Maintain a minimum of 5 feet from existing storm drains and drainage structures, and sanitary sewer 
facilities with proposed utility piping and appurtenances. 

 Excavation, backfill and compaction of all trenches shall meet the requirements of the Town of 
Simsbury Highway Construction and Design Standards. All trenches or open excavations are to be 
backfilled at the end of the work day and paved with temporary bituminous concrete or, subject to the 
approval of the Town Engineer, temporarily plated. 

 Advance warning signage and movable barricades should be installed in advance of the construction 
activity in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 The Contractor shall not store any material on site which would present a safety hazard to motorists or 
pedestrians (i.e. fixed objects or obstructed sight lines).   

 All catch basins and drainage systems shall be maintained in working order free of sediments during 
construction activities.  Appropriate sedimentation controls should be maintained during construction. 

 Access to driveways to adjacent to private properties is to be maintained at all times.  The Contractor is 
to coordinate the work with all impacted property owners as required. 

 Any roadway, curb, driveways, sidewalks, handicapped ramps, sign, guide rail, turf areas, mailboxes, 
irrigation systems, iron pins, monuments or other appurtenances that are disturbed during construction 
are to be restored to their original condition. A pre-construction photographic survey shall be completed 
by the Contractor in order to document the present condition of the roadway and all other areas that 
may be impacted by the project.  

 The placement of base course materials and bituminous concrete shall meet the specifications of the 
State of Connecticut Department of Transportation including consideration of weather limitations for the 
placement of bituminous concrete.   

 The permanent pavement restoration detail requires that the existing road to be milled of 1 foot on each 
side of the trench to a depth of 1 ½”  on Town accepted roadways except where the trench repair will 
extend to the edge of the roadway pavement. In cases where the milling limit is within 3 feet of the edge 
of the roadway, limits of milling shall extend to the edge of road. See attached trench detail for 
additional information. 

 Any damage to the existing Town owned roadway or adjacent properties is to be repaired to the 
satisfaction of the property owner. Adjacent property owners are to be notified of work along their 
property frontage at least 24 hours prior to construction activities.  

 Any traffic markings shall be replaced in kind. 
 A minimum cover of 30” to be maintained over new facilities. 
 The contractor will be responsible for re-establishing any storm drains and/or underdrains that are 

encountered during excavation.  There are underdrains with locations that are unknown that serve the 
roadway and various private properties on _______________________________________________ . 

 ___________________________ was repaved during the _________ paving season by the Town of 
Simsbury. The permanent trench restoration shall be blended with the existing bituminous concrete 
surface adjacent to the trench to a depth of 1 ½ inches through the use of infrared road restoration 
methods to create a monolithic pavement mat with no visible joints or seams.   

 The Contractor has various options for the installation of the proposed ____________________lateral 
across the roadway.  These options include directional boring, pulling, or jacking of the lateral under the 
existing roadway only. 

 Excavated bituminous concrete materials or millings may be accepted by the Department of Public 
Works for all or a portion of the project.  Coordinated directly with the Highway Superintendent at 860-
658-3222.   

 Emergency repairs completed during the winter season shall be restored with approved cold patch 
materials and be maintained until hot patch is available. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



Town of Simsbury
933 HOPMEADOW STREET SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

Adam D. Kessler, P.E..  – Deputy Town Engineer 

Attachment C: Right-of-Way and Excavation Permit Analysis 
Calendar Years: 2017 – 2021 

Right-of-Way & Excavation Permit History 
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Driveway Permit 77 86 87 98 99
Utility Cut Permit 86 75 115 85 136

Total Permits 163 161 202 183 235
Unique Contractors 21 16 23 25 36

Suggested Fee Schedule: 

Permit 
Excavations $       50 
Sidewalk Replacement $       50 
Driveway / Curb-cut $       50 

Note: One fee per project. For example, a new driveway 
that includes sidewalk will incur a $50 permit fee. 

License 
New License Issue $       75 
Renewal of License $       50 

Note: One fee covers any and/or all licenses. Renewals 
occur on an annual basis. 

Projected Revenue (5-Year Average): 
No. Issued Revenue

Permit Fee 189  $     9,450 
License Fee* 24  $     1,290 
*Assumes 85% Renewals



Budget Summary
• Suggested future areas of focus
 Continue to monitor state budget/intergovernmental 

revenue 
 Evaluate our routine CNR needs, versus the traditional 

annual contribution of $416,250
 Gradually build up the Town’s contribution to the Parks 

and Recreation Special Revenue Fund
 Evaluate the feasibility of implementing Engineering 

permit fees, with revenues funding inspection services of 
utility work impacting our infrastructure



Excerpt of Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 137, Article II, Streets and Sidewalks, Highway Excavations 

 
§ 137-5  Permit required. 
No person, firm or corporation, including public utility companies, shall excavate 
within or under any portion of any town highway without first obtaining a permit 
therefor from the chief executive officer of the Town of Simsbury or his designee. 
The chief executive officer may, from time to time, designate another official of the 
town to act as his designee for the purposes provided in this Article. Permits shall 
be obtained and all construction and restoration shall be in accordance with the 
requirements of the Highway Right-of-Way Permit Program, as the same may be 
amended from time to time, a copy of which is available from the Simsbury Public 
Works Department. 
 
§ 137-6 Bond and insurance required. 
The chief executive officer or his designee shall require a bond, either in cash or 
with surety, in form and amount satisfactory to and approved by him, to guarantee 
to the Town of Simsbury the performance by the permittee of his obligation to 
complete the permitted activities and to restore or reconstruct the disturbed portion 
of the highway or the drainage system. A certificate of insurance shall be submitted 
for contractors' liability for the coverage types and amounts required by the 
Simsbury Public Works Department. 
 
§ 137-7 Grant of permit. 
The chief executive officer or his designee shall grant such permit upon the posting 
of a bond and a certificate of insurance as hereinbefore provided. 
 
§ 137-8 Penalties for offenses. 
Any person who violates any provision of this Article shall be fined not more than 
$90. 
 

https://ecode360.com/8849327#8849325
https://ecode360.com/8849325#8849326
https://ecode360.com/8849325#8849327
https://ecode360.com/8849325#8849328




























































































































Town of Simsbury 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET ~ SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

 

 
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDING 

501(c)(3) NON-PROFIT AGENCY APPLICATION 
 

The Town of Simsbury is accepting applications from non-profit organizations for funding under the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). To be eligible, organizations must have a 501(c)(3) tax status. Applications will be 
accepted on a rolling basis. The funds provided to the Town through ARPA must be incurred by December 
31, 2024, and expended by December 31, 2026. 

 

Agency:    Gifts of Love 

Address:   34 East Main Street, Avon, CT 06001 

EIN#: 06-1309318 

Prepared by:  Ashley Born   Title: Board President 

Email:   ashleyborn@outlook.com     

Telephone #: (201) 572-3842 

Provide a brief description of your agency, the services it provides, and the characteristics of the 
recipients of your program(s). 
 
“Neighbors Helping Neighbors” – Gifts of Love helps meet the basic needs of individuals and families in the 
Greater Hartford area experiencing a short-term financial crisis so they can return to self-sufficiency.  
 
The individuals and families we serve often face a short-term crisis -- loss of employment, reduced 
working hours, illness, divorce, death of a spouse/mate, domestic abuse, or a significant unexpected 
increase in expenses. They are hardworking people who simply cannot make ends meet right now. 
 
By supporting our clients with food, clothes, and energy assistance, we allow them to use their income 
on other necessities such as rent, car repairs, and medications. Prior to COVID, these challenges were 
difficult but manageable. During COVID, our clientele, often part of the ALICE (Asset Limited, 
Income Constrained, Employed) population, were impacted especially hard with job loss and work hour 
reductions. 
 
COVID mandated shutdowns and economic actions further strained our clients by forcing a frequently 
difficult choice – go to work or attend to young children at home from closed schools. 
 
Funds Requested: $10,000 (may not exceed $10,000) – “To Expand our Retail Rescue Program” 
 

 
 



Specify how the monies requested will be expended, and how this will address a need or negative 
impact of the COVID-19 public health emergency (may include eligible expenses dating back to 
March 2021): 
 
Retail Rescue is a food acquisition and distribution program that collects surplus food inventories from local 
grocery and retail establishments to be distributed through our two food pantries and off-site locations. Our 
clients now have access to high quality nutritious food items (e.g., fresh fruits, vegetables, meat, and dairy; usually 
among the most expensive items on a shopping list) that otherwise would go to waste. 

 
Gifts of Love is working closely with food retailers who generously donate excess food inventories to us which 
we distribute through our food pantry system. Letters of support include Whole Foods, Big Y, Fitzgerald’s, Stop 
& Shop, Shop-Rite, Avon Prime Meats, Pasta Vita, Fresh Market, & Brookside Bagels. 
 
The benefits of this program are core to our enthusiasm for it and desire to expand.  We pick up and distribute 
1,000-1,500 pounds of “rescued” food every week, providing ample choices during each client visit.  Of note in 
Simsbury, in addition to 204 clients coming to us directly, we support 42 individuals once a month at the Owen 
Murphy Affordable Housing complex along with an additional 33 Weekend Backpack students (and their 
families) with food obtained through Retail Rescue. 
 
Clients’ savings on these food items go toward their other basic needs like rent and utilities while Gifts of Love 
extends our reach through support of our other programs. 
 
Our primary goal of the program is to increase the amount of food rescued by 5-10% annually. This will allow us 
to expand our coverage in Simsbury while lowering our annual food costs. 

 
Of note, any food we cannot offer to our clients is used to support local farmers in feeding their livestock… 
contributing to enhanced sustainability. 
 

Program Expenditure Focus Impact Funding 
Requested 

Retail Rescue 

Expand & Extend 
Capitalize on high demand,  attractive 
client benefit, and untapped potential 
in Simsbury to grow this program 
 
Engage both new food retailers and 
identify additional Simsbury families in 
need to broaden our reach  

Providing fresh produce and healthy options for 
families at risk 
  
Food insecurity in Simsbury/Avon area, despite 
our general affluence, is more than 7%. In CT 
urban areas like Hartford, it rises above 21% 
Present recovery rate (food rescued) is only 10%.  
 
Recovering 30% would ensure that no American 
goes hungry   

$10,000 

Target Population (please check categories): 
 

 X  Children (0-12) X  Single Adult (18 – 60) 
 X  Youth (12-18) X  Seniors (60+) 
 X  Families (2+ per household)   X    Disabled (any age) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please complete the following table for each service or program that will be provided using ARPA 
funds: 
 
 *Your program must benefit Simsbury residents in order to be eligible for funding 

SERVICE / 
PROGRAM 

Total # of  
Clients Served 

(annual) 

# of Simsbury 
Clients Served 

(annual) 

Average Time 
Spent  per Client 

(annual) 

Cost per    
Client/ Unit 
of Service 
(annual) 

Retail Rescue 
4,995 

(Individuals served in 
2021 – all programs)  

279 
(Total Simsbury Retail 

Rescue clients) 

~2-2.5 hours/client 
(enabled by 2+ GOL Staff) ~$75-$80 

 
 
List all state or federal COVID-related assistance received over the last two years: 

 
Income Source Amount 

PPP Loan #1 – 4/29/2020 $ 93,800 
PPP Loan #2 – 4/01/2021 $ 83,480 

 
 PPP Loans provided essential funding for staff and program services during the uncertainty of the pandemic. 
 

Other documentation that must be attached: 

1. List of Board of Directors 
2. Most recent annual report 
3. Most recent financial audit 
4. Current organizational Budget Summary identifying revenues. 
5. Copy of the IRS 501(c)(3) ruling letter 

 
*Additional information may be required upon request of the Town 

 
Signatures: 

 

Board Chair:  Ashley Born   

Executive Director:  Andrea Hawkins (Interim)  

Note:  Permanent Executive Director expected to be named shortly 
 
Submit to:  
Amy Meriwether Director of Finance/Treasurer 
933 Hopmeadow Street   Simsbury, CT 06070 
OR ameriwether@simsbury-ct.gov 

Date:  9/15/22   

Date:  9/15/22  

 







































ITT MERITAS LAW FIRMS WORLDWIDE

Robert M. DeCrescenzo 

(t) 860.548.2625 

(f) 860.548.2680 

rdecrescenzo@uks.com

September 8, 2022

Via Email
mcapriola@simsbury-ct.gov

Maria Capriola, MPA
Town Manager
Town of Simsbury
933 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070

Re: Municipal Regulation of Cannabis

Dear Maria:

You have asked me to respond to the following question regarding the municipal 
regulation of cannabis.

1. Under the recently adopted cannabis statutes, may the Zoning Commission cap or 
limit the number of cannabis establishments? If so, does the Zoning Commission need to 
consider any specific criteria or rationale in determining a cap?

Response: The new state law governing municipal regulation of cannabis in Connecticut 
is found in Section 148 of Public Act 21-1. The Act allows municipal regulation of cannabis by 
zoning regulation and/or municipal ordinance. Section 148(b)(6) states the following:

(b) Any municipality may, by amendment to such municipality’s 
zoning regulations or by local ordinance, (1) prohibit the 
establishment of a cannabis establishment, (2) establish reasonable 
restrictions regarding the hours and signage within the limits of such 
municipality or (3) establish restrictions on the proximity of 
cannabis establishments to any of the establishments listed in 
subsection (a) of subdivision (1) of section 30-46 of the general 
statutes. The chief zoning official of a municipality shall report, in 
writing, any zoning changes adopted by the municipality regarding 
cannabis establishments pursuant to this subsection to the Secretary 
of the Office of Policy and Management and to the department not 
later than fourteen days after the adoption of such changes.

(c) Unless otherwise provided for by a municipality through its 
zoning regulations or ordinances, a cannabis establishment shall be
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zoned as if for any other similar use, other than a cannabis 
establishment, would be zoned.

Previously the law established a density cap until June 30, 2024, of one retailer and one 
micro-cultivator for every 25,000 residents, as determined by the 2020 census. According to the 
2020 census, the population of Simsbury is 24,517. Therefore, the density cap for Simsbury is 
one retailer if the retailer is permitted prior to July 1, 2024. Municipalities cannot grant zoning 
approval for more retailers or micro-cultivators than the cap allows before that date.

Current law now allows the DCP commissioner to set a density cap beginning July 1, 
2024, and post it on DCP’s website. Public Act 22-10 amended a number of provisions in Public 
Act 21-1. The change relevant to municipal regulation of retailers involved in so called “density 
cap. The bill eliminates the density cap provisions that, (1) limits the number of retailers and 
micro-cultivators in proportion to the number of municipal residents until June 30, 2024; and (2) 
after July 1, 2024, allows the DCP commissioner to set a cap. Municipalities are then prohibited 
from granting zoning approval for more establishments than the cap allows.

2. Can the Zoning Commission adopt a text amendment regarding public smoking or 
ingestion on public property? Or, is that under the purview of the Board of Selectmen?

Response: Regulating smoking on Town property is more appropriately done through 
the adoption of an ordinance. Zoning regulations are generally limited to the use of land. 
Prohibiting conduct on land within municipalities is regulated through ordinances. Existing law 
allows municipalities to regulate activities deemed harmful to public health, including tobacco 
smoking, on municipally-owned property. The law now broadens this to include property that a 
municipality controls but does now own. For the purposes of this section, property that a 
municipality controls includes, but is not limited to, sidewalks, parks, beaches, municipal land 
and buildings, etc. It specifies that this regulatory authority applies to (1) smoked or vaped 
tobacco or cannabis, and (2) other types of cannabis use or consumption.

3. Does the Board of Selectmen have the authority to permit or prohibit the sale of 
recreational cannabis? If so, does the action of the Board of Selectmen override land use 
regulations established by the Zoning Commission if the action of the Board of Selectmen is 
contrary to the land use regulations?

Response: Yes. The Zoning Commission may only regulate legal activities within the 
Town. If the Board of Selectmen adopts an ordinance prohibiting the retail sale of cannabis, the 
activity cannot be authorized by the zoning regulations.

4. If the Board wants to expressly permit or prohibit the use, would a resolution of the 
Board suffice, or would an ordinance be required?

Response: Yes, but the prohibition must be enacted by ordinance.
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5. If our electors submitted a successful petition for a general election ballot question to 
either permit or prohibit the sale of recreational cannabis, and the outcome of the ballot question 
is contrary to land use regulations and/or an action of the Board of Selectmen, does the outcome 
of the vote override the Zoning Commission and/or Selectmen action?

Response: Yes, the referendum result will override any contrary previous action by the 
Board of Selectmen or the Zoning Commission.

If the petition circulators are successful in meeting the referendum threshold, I advise 
both Boards to suspend any action on the subject until the outcome of the referendum is known.

Should you have any questions, plesae do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Robert M. DeCrescenzo, Esq.
Town Attorney

RMDe/psm

3691703
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CALL TO ORDER 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Meeting 

Room of the Simsbury Town Offices and via Zoom. Present were: First Selectman Wendy Mackstutis; 

Deputy First Selectman Amber Abbuhl; Board members: Heather Goetz, Eric Wellman, Chris Peterson 

and Sean Askham (via Zoom). Others in attendance included: Town Manager Maria E. Capriola; Deputy 

Town Manager Melissa Appleby; Public Works Director/Town Engineer Tom Roy; Finance Director 

Amy Meriwether (via Zoom); Director of Culture, Parks and Recreation Tom Tyburski (via Zoom);  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 •  Participants can address the Board of Selectmen in person at the meeting 

 •  Written comments can be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov. Written comments will not be read 

into the record, but forwarded to all Selectmen via email. 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, spoke about comments made during the September 12, 2022 Board of 

Selectmen meeting regarding the approval of the minutes, and her recent request for a personnel file at the 

Police Department. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

Ms. Mackstutis, First Selectman, reviewed her First Selectman’s Report. 
 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

Ms. Capriola, Town Manager, reviewed her Town Manager’s Report. 

 

LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Personnel – no report at this time. 

b) Finance – no report at this time. 

c) Public Safety – Mr. Askham reported that they had a Public Safety meeting last week. They received the 

first report from their ambulance SVAA partners on the Car 17 second ambulance numbers, so those 

numbers were requested and their intent is to include those in the minutes. 

d) Board of Education –no report at this time. 

 

Mr. Peterson shared on behalf of Zoning that on October 17th there will be two discussions for public 

comment. The first is the likely extension of the moratorium for an additional six months on the allowance of 

a cannabis establishment in Town. The second is regarding retail cannabis in Town. 

 

Mr. Wellman shared that the DEI Council was recognized by the Department of Justice for the good work 

they have done over the past couple years. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl shared that the Arts & Crafts Festival held at the PAC was a great success with about 3,000 

people attending. On October 24th from 4:30-6:30 p.m. there will be the sensory friendly  
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Trunk or Treat event sponsored by the Aging and Disability Commission. Also, on October 20th at the Senior 

Center there will be a luncheon and fashion show from 12:00-2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Ms. Goetz shared that the library will be having their pumpkin decorating contest on October 26th.  

 

Mr. Peterson shared that at the Zoning Committee meeting there was a plan that’s been ongoing but was a 

little more formalized regarding the Willow Arms Apartment Renovation. He stated there is a significant 

investment going on in that project and there are complete plans for the public to view. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis made a motion to table item C in the appointments and resignations as the Town is looking at 

the history and timing of the past appointments and the outcome was not available for tonight. Mr. Wellman 

seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

a) Tax Refund Requests 

Mr. Wellman made a motion effective September 28, 2022 to approve the presented tax refunds in the 

amount of $6,812.45, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute the tax refunds. Ms. 

Abbuhl seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

b) Communities Challenge Grant – Simsbury Meadows Band Shell Expansion 

Ms. Capriola shared that this grant opportunity was brought to the Board of Selectmen last fall and they did 

apply under round one of the funding, unfortunately this project was not selected. Round Two of the funding 

is now open and they did ask the PAC to produce a business plan as part of the application so they have done 

that. The PAC did take the lead on updating the grant application. There is a match that is required, $350,000 

was allocated in the Town CIP for restrooms, however, it could be reallocated to the larger project should the 

grant be awarded. The PAC has provided match funds from their reserves as well as some sizable donations 

that they have received. The grant could be as little as $740k but there could potentially be additional funds. 

Ms. Capriola stated that there could be a gap between the cost of the project and the revenue available; in the 

event that this happens they would need to come back to the BOS and evaluate options. Mr. Tyburski shared 

that the grant is due October 7th. Ms. Mackstutis recommended listing that we have a DEI Council in Town. 

 

Ms. Goetz made a motion effective September 28, 2022, to authorize submittal of a grant application for the 

Communities Challenge Grant for the Performing Arts Center Facility. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

c)  Alcohol Waiver Request – Apple Barn Event 

Mr. Tyburksi shared that there is going to be hosting a Paint & Sip night on October 20th as they try to 

expand their programming. The suggestion is to let the event be BYOB, it would be a 21 and over event. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion effective September 28, 2022, to issue an alcohol permit for the legal possession 

and use of alcohol for an event at the Apple Barn on October 20, 2022. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

d) Proposed Revision to the Capital and Capital Non-Recurring (CNR) Fund Policy 

Ms. Meriwether shared that this provision is something that came up during the Board of Finance policy 
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review. At the end of every fiscal year they do a closeout of any completed CNR projects, they offset any 

project overages with any project savings. The update to this policy just documents the current practice and it 

sets limits on how much may be overspent per project without coming back to the boards for formal 

approval. 

 

Ms. Goetz made a motion effective September 28, 2022, to endorse the proposed revision to the Capital and 

Capital Non-Recurring (CNR) Fund Policy as presented. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. All were in 

favor and the motion passed. 

 

e) Creation of Work Group to Develop an Ordinance Prohibiting the Use of Tobacco, Vaping and 

Cannabis Products on Public Property 

Ms. Mackstutis shared that this work group would coincide with the work being done by the Zoning 

Commission to make sure people understand there will be limitations on use if this regulation moves 

forward. She stated they are looking for two Board members to serve on this work group. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl and Ms. Goetz volunteered. 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion effective September 28, 2022 to establish a Board of Selectmen work group to 

review the feasibility of establishing an ordinance to prohibit the use of tobacco, vaping and cannabis 

products on public property. Further move to appoint Amber Abbuhl and Heather Goetz to the work group. 

Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

a) Resignations from Community for Care Committee and Aging and Disability Commission 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, retroactive to July 1, 2022, to accept the resignation of Deb Schwager as a 

Regular Member of the Community for Care Committee. Move, retroactive to September 15, 2022, to accept 

the resignation of Sally Rieger as a Regular Member of the Community for Care Committee.  

Move, retroactive to September 12, 2022, to accept the resignation of Erin Leavitt-Smith as a Regular 

Member of the Aging & Disabilities Commission. Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion. All were in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

b) Appointments to Various Boards and Commissions 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion effective September 28, 2022, to appoint Joleen Benedict as a Regular Member 

of the Design Review Board to fill a vacancy for a term ending/ December 6, 2025. Move, effective 

September 28, 2022, to appoint Elaine Lang as Regular Member of the Historic District Commission to fill a 

vacancy for a term ending January 1, 2023. Move, effective September 28, 2022, to move Jennifer Seiderer 

from an Alternate Member of the Aging & Disability Commission to a Regular Member to fill a vacancy for 

a term ending January 1, 2024. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

c) Reappointments to Business Development Committee 

This agenda item was tabled. 

  

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

a) Regular Meeting of September 12, 2022 

No changes were made to the September 12, 2022, Regular Meeting Minutes. Ms. Mackstutis declared the 

minutes approved and requested that they be put on record.  
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COMMUNICATIONS  

a) Memo from M. Capriola re: Public Gathering Permits, dated September 15, 2022 

b) Draft Written Comment from M. Capriola re: Proposed Aquarion Rate Increases, dated September 29, 

2022  

 

Ms. Capriola shared that for those residents who are on Aquarion’s system, the potential rate increase 

residents could see over a 3 year period is just under 28%. She stated she believes there are a number of 

factors that should be considered when Pura looks at this, i.e. inflation, assurances made during acquisition 

and high mineral content. She stated that there is an opportunity for residents to submit written comment in 

regards to the proposed rate increase. Mr. Roy thought it may be prudent for the Town to provide written 

comments on the proposed increases. Mr. Wellman stated that there is a piece of their proposal that he 

personally does support which is the tiered structure. The Board members supported that as well. The Board 

also agreed to signing the communication on behalf of the full Board. 

 

c) Letter from T. Roy re: Firetown Road Sidewalk Gap Closure Project, dated September 12, 2022 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session at 6:43 p.m. For the first item the attendees will 

include Town Manager Maria E. Capriola; Public Works Director Tom Roy; Superintendent Matt Curtis; and 

the full Board. For the second item, the attendees will include Town Manager Maria E. Capriola; Public 

Works Director Tom Roy; and the full Board.  Item (c) will include only the Board of Selectmen. Ms. Goetz 

seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

a) Pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D): Purchase and Sale of Real Property – 2 Farms 

Village Road 

 

b) Pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-200(6)(D): Purchase and Sale of Real Property – Parcel A, 

Intersection of County Road and Holcomb Street 

 

c) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(A), Town Manager’s Annual Performance Review 

 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion to adjourn from Executive Session at 9:04 p.m. Mr. Wellman seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

ADJOURN 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion to adjourn at 9:04 p.m. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. The motion passed 

with all in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Heather Taylor 

Clerk 

 



 

Town of Simsbury 
 

933 HOPMEADOW STREET  ~  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

Maria E. Capriola – Town Manager
 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3230 
Facsimile (860) 658-9467 

  townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov 
www.simsbury-ct.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
8:30 – 7:00 Monday  

8:30 - 4:30  Tuesday through Thursday 
8:30 - 1:00  Friday 

 

 MEMORANDUM 
To: Board of Selectmen 
From: Maria Capriola, Town Manager 
Cc: George McGregor, Planning Director; Laura Barkowski, Code Compliance Officer; 

Tom Tyburski, Director of Culture, Parks and Recreation; Nick Boulter, Chief of 
Police; Chris Davis, Deputy Chief of Police; Greg Samselski, Police Lt.; Tom Roy, 
Director of Public Works/Town Engineer; Patrick Tourville, Fire Marshal 

Date: September 29, 2022 
Subject: Administrative Approval of Public Gathering Permits 
 
This memo is to inform the Board of Selectmen of a public gathering permit that I have approved 
via an administrative approval.  
 
Staff from Planning, Police, Culture, Parks and Recreation, Public Works, the Fire District, and the 
Farmington Valley Health District reviewed the application to ensure compliance and safety 
measures were addressed prior to approval. Following completion of that process, the following 
public gathering permits have been approved by me: 
 
Name of Event Location Date Type 
Rocktober PAC October 1, 2022 Concert 
Monaco Wedding Flower Bridge October 14, 2022 Wedding Photos 
Hislop-Rickis 
Wedding 

Flower Bridge October 15, 2022 Wedding Photos 

Spooktacular PAC October 16, 2022 Halloween event 
Donny’s Dash PAC November 5, 2022 5k event fundraiser 

to benefit Boys & 
Girls Club 

 
Should you have any questions or concerns about the application listed above, please contact me so 
staff and I can help answer those questions.  
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