








 

“Dedicated to providing safe and affordable housing for limited income seniors and individuals with disabilities”  

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF SIMSBURY 
“Affordable Living at its Best” 

1600 Hopmeadow St.              office:  (860) 658-1147 
Simsbury, CT  06070                                             fax:  (860) 658-0579 
                                                                                            www.simsburyha.com 

       
2020 Small Cities Grant 

Dr. Owen L. Murphy Apartments 

Proposed Scope of Work 

                                                                                 

                                                                                                      Approx. Cost 

1. Energy Efficient Window Replacement       $153,000.00 
a. Apartments 

- 56 Single 
- 49 Doubles 
- 87 Triple 

 
2. Energy Efficient Door Replacement        $  96,000.00 

a. Apartments 
- 70 doors x 2 = 140 

 
3. Lever handles on new doors         $  50,000.00 

a. Apartments 
- 140 doors 

 
4. Install Exterior Pole Lighting         $  75,000.00 

a. 26 Roadway 
 

5. Replace Main Electrical Panel         $    8,500.00 
a. Community Building 
 

6. Generator            $  60,000.00 
a. Community Building 
 

7. Tub Conversion to Walk-In Shower        $210,000.00 
a. Apartments 

- 35 
 
Total:             $652,500.00 























 

  Town of Simsbury 
 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET  P.O. BOX 495  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
                      

 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3200 
Facsimile (860) 658-9467 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  
www.simsbury-ct.gov 

 

8:30 – 7:00 Monday  
8:30 – 4:30  Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30 – 1:00 Friday  
 

 
Date:    February 10, 2020 
 
Support the U.S. Census Count 2020         
 
Whereas, the U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States as mandated by Article I, Section 2 
of the Constitution and will take place in 2020 as it does every 10 years since 1790; and 
 
Whereas, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, an accurate census count is critically important to our 
future because it: 
 
 Determines the number of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives, 

 
 Defines congressional and state legislative districts, school districts and voting precincts,  

 
 Determines the annual allocation of $675 billion dollars in federal funding,  

 
 Determined that Connecticut received $10,726,609,427 in FY 2016 in federal funding guided by 

the 2010 Census and failure to accurately count a person would cost our state $2,900 per person 
per year, 
 

 Determines Connecticut’s funding for Medicaid, SNAP, Highway Planning, Section 8 Housing, 
Special Education Grants, S-CHIP, Title I Grants, National School Lunch Program, WIC, Head 
Start, Foster Care, Health Center Programs,  
 

 Provides insight to governments, business and community planning groups for planning purposes, 
 

 Provides population benchmarks for nearly every other United States survey; and 
 

 
Whereas, the Census Bureau collects information to produce statistics and personal information collected 
by the Census Bureau cannot be used against respondents by any government agency or court; so 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Simsbury educate its citizens and encourage its 
residents to respond to the Census Bureau count because our future depends on an accurate count. 





REQUESTED TAX REFUNDS
FEBRUARY 10, 2020 

BILL NUMBER TAX INTEREST TOTAL

List 2018
PC Law Assoc-Carlson, T 18-01-01231 $162.94 $162.94
Franklin Claudia 18-01-02673 $561.60 $561.60
Lereta: Gosselin 18-01-03061 $996.45 $996.45
Corelogic: Jessen 18-01-03826 $6,997.13 $6,997.13
Lyons Catherine J 18-01-04785 $27.00 $27.00
Corelogic: Niziolek 18-01-05770 $3,988.39 $3,988.39
Persaud Hemnauth 18-01-06203 $2,802.36 $2,802.36
Corelogic: Reilly 18-01-06574 $5,023.83 $5,023.83
Shea Margaret 18-01-07402 $209.63 $209.63
Corelogic: Tagliatela 18-01-08003 $4,297.40 $4,297.40
Corelogic: Thibadeau 18-01-08089 $3,802.16 $3,802.16
Bullard Barbara 18-03-52236 $95.92 $95.92
Cahill Matthew S 18-03-52493 $62.14 $62.14
Dimario Francis 18-03-54713 $24.79 $24.79
Kendall Debra 18-03-59641 $127.34 $127.34
McCartan Karn 18-03-61927 $96.36 $96.36
Monroe Joanne E 18-03-62697 $76.95 $76.95
Monroe Joanne E 18-03-62698 $76.31 $76.31
Niland Joanne 18-03-63397 $24.22 $24.22
Vesta Corporation 18-03-69344 $1,141.35 $1,141.35
VW Credit Leasing Ltd 18-03-69663 $78.33 $78.33
Nissan Infiniti LT 18-04-82401 $485.81 $485.81

Total 2018 $31,158.41 $0.00 $31,158.41

TOTAL 2018 $31,158.41 $0.00 $31,158.41

TOTAL ALL YEARS $31,158.41 $0.00 $31,158.41





P.O. Box 245
Weatogue, CT 06089

860.651.5005

Catering Reception Contract
2/6/2020

Client Town of Simsbury Event Date 11/13/2020 (Fri)

Party Name Town of Simsbury 350th Celebration Event # RV02959

Theme CelebrationAddress 933 Hopmeadow Street

City, St/Prov Postal Simsbury, CT 06070 Gtd Guests 300

Pln Guests(   )    -Telephone

Cellular (   )    - Email

Venue

Description Start End Room Setup Style

Dinner Plated 6:00 pm 11:00 pm Grand Ballroom Reception

Food/Service Items

Food/Service Items Price Qty

Social Event 85.00 300

Social Event
A Five Hour Reception that Includes: A One Hour Cocktail Hour featuring a Selection of Six (6) Butler Passed Hors d'oeuvres, Five Hour Premium 
Open Bar Service, Bottles of a Red and White Wine on each Table, Seasonal Chef's Table, a Four Course Dinner (includes a choice of Appetizer, 
Salad and up to 3 Entrees plus a Vegetarian option), Champagne Toast, Plated Dessert, Table Linens and Napkins, Your Personal Event 
Coordinator, Place Cards, Directional Cards and Table Numbers, and Centerpieces of Hurricanes and Votive Candles.

Notes

Contact: Liz Keppel- 860.416.0431, liz.keppel@comcast.net
Depsotis are per ballroom as noted below- please review for deposit requirements - MH 

PAYMENT TERMS
An initial deposit is required upon booking to reserve the client's chosen date with a payment schedule as follows:

Bookings 11 plus months away:

  $1,000 Booking Deposit (check or cash)

  $2,000 Second Deposit, Due 12 months prior to event date (check or cash)

  $3,000 Third Deposit, Due 6 months prior to event date (check or cash)

  Final Payment, Due 4 Banking Days prior to event date, and must be certified check, wire transfer or cash. We do not 
accept credit/debit cards for any payments.

Bookings 6-10 months away:

  $2,000 Booking Deposit (check or cash)

  $3,000 Second Deposit, Due 6 months prior to event date (check or cash)

  Final Payment, Due 4 Banking Days prior to event date, and must be certified check, wire transfer or cash. We do not 
accept credit/debit cards for any payments.

* All deposits based on single ballroom reservation. Use of Grand Ballroom doubles deposits due*

OPERATIONAL CHARGE
An operational charge of twenty percent (20%) will be added to all charges incurred by the Client. This is not a gratuity and is 
subject to sales tax at the prevailing rate. The charge is used to offset operational expenses associated with executing your
event and will NOT be distributed to employees who provide services to guests. Gratuities are not included in any component 
of the operational charge and are left at, and in, the sole discretion of the Client.
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RV02959 - Town of Simsbury 

________ I understand that a 20% Operational Charge applies to all prices quoted by The Riverview.
initial

SALES TAX and SALES & USE TAX ON MEALS
Connecticut State Sales tax will be charged at the rate prevailing on the date of your event (currently 6.35%) and Connecticut 
State Sales and Use Tax on Meals will be charged at the rate prevailing on the date of your event (currently 1%) for a total 
effective tax rate of 7.35% unless a valid State of Connecticut exemption form (#119 or 134) is presented and is on file with The 
Riverview.

GUARANTEE of ATTENDANCE
The "Guaranteed Guests" means adult guests. The Riverview allows the client to count two children and/or vendors as one 
adult in order to reach their guarantee of attendance. After the guaranteed minimum has been reached, additional children 
aged 6-14 will be charged at 50% of the adult price; and Vendors will be charged at 50% of the adult price. There is no charge 
for children aged five and under. The final guest count is due by 10:00am fourteen (14) banking days prior to your event. If the 
actual attendance at the event exceeds the final guest count, additional charges will be assessed at the contracted price per
person.

CANCELLATION POLICY
All deposits are non-refundable and non-transferable. The client understands that due to the nature of the business where 
events are booked well in advance, cancellations will likely result in considerable losses for The Riverview. Therefore, if the 
client cancels this contract at any time, The Riverview has the right to keep the deposits paid as liquidated damages to 
compensate for expenses and losses which result from cancellation. Additionally, failure to pay deposits in a timely manner 
(within 30 days of payment due date) may result in cancellation of your event. In the event of a cancellation, clients are 
encouraged to notify The Riverview as soon as possible in order that we may have the opportunity to rebook the date, and thus
attempt to mitigate the losses incurred as a result of the cancellation.

____ Yes, The Riverview has made me aware that all deposits are non-refundable and non-transferable.
initial

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Any personal property of the client or clients' guests or invitees or vendors engaged directly by the client and brought onto the 
premises and left thereon, either prior to, during or after the event, will be at the sole risk of the client. Client acknowledges 
that The Riverview will not be liable for any loss of or damage to any personal property. Additionally client agrees to be 
responsible for all damage and/or breakage caused by clients and/or their guests and/or vendors.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Any vendor that is contracted directly by the client to provide additional services, including, but not limited to: photograp hers, 
bands, DJs, videographers, florists, etc must provide proof of the following insurance to The Riverview: Workmen's 
Compensation Insurance and Liability Insurance for Property and Bodily Injury which must show The Riverview as an additional 
named insured. Vendors engaged directly by the client will be have access to the facility for setup purposes for one (1) hour
prior to the event start time, unless prior arrangements are made with The Riverview staff. Facility access will be subject to 
building operations and availability.

FORCE MAJEURE
The Riverview will not be responsible for or in breach of this Agreement if it is unable to perform as a result of delays or failures 
due to any cause beyond its control and not due to its own negligence and which cannot be overcome by the exercise of due 
diligence and reasonable efforts to correct the delay or failures. Such causes include, but are not limited to, lightning, storms, 
labor disturbances, riots, terrorism, fires, earthquakes, floods, wars, epidemics, expropriation or confiscation of property,
computer or telephone carrier failures or delays, interference by civil or military authorities or otherwise acts of God.

Accepted by: ______________________________________________ Date:_____________

Accepted by: ______________________________________________ Date:_____________

Riverview Representative:___________________________________              Date:_____________
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“Dedicated to providing safe and affordable housing for limited income seniors and individuals with disabilities”  

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF SIMSBURY 
“Affordable Living at its Best” 

1600 Hopmeadow St.              office:  (860) 658-1147 
Simsbury, CT  06070                                             fax:  (860) 658-0579 
                                                                                            www.simsburyha.com 

       
2020 Small Cities Grant 

Dr. Owen L. Murphy Apartments 

Proposed Scope of Work 

                                                                                 

                                                                                                      Approx. Cost 

1. Energy Efficient Window Replacement       $153,000.00 
a. Apartments 

- 56 Single 
- 49 Doubles 
- 87 Triple 

 
2. Energy Efficient Door Replacement        $  96,000.00 

a. Apartments 
- 70 doors x 2 = 140 

 
3. Lever handles on new doors         $  50,000.00 

a. Apartments 
- 140 doors 

 
4. Install Exterior Pole Lighting         $  75,000.00 

a. 26 Roadway 
 

5. Replace Main Electrical Panel         $    8,500.00 
a. Community Building 
 

6. Generator            $  60,000.00 
a. Community Building 
 

7. Tub Conversion to Walk-In Shower        $210,000.00 
a. Apartments 

- 35 
 
Total:             $652,500.00 



 

Town of Simsbury 
  
    933 HOPMEADOW STREET    SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3230 
Facsimile (860) 658-3206 

www.simsbury-ct.gov An Equal Opportunity Employer 
8:30 – 7:00 Monday  

8:30 - 4:30  Tuesday through Thursday 
8:30 - 1:00  Friday 

 

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION OF APPLICANT 
SMALL CITIES PROGRAM 

 
Certified a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Town of Simsbury at a meeting of its 
Board of Selectmen on February 3, 2020 and which has not been rescinded or modified in any 
way whatsoever. 
 
 
___________________________________    (Date) ___________________ 
Ericka Butler, Town Clerk 
 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
WHEREAS, Federal monies are available under the Connecticut Small Cities Community 
Development Block Grant Program, administered by the State of Connecticut, Department of 
Housing pursuant to Public Law 93 -3 83, as amended; and, 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 127c, and Part VI of Chapter 130 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes, the Commissioner of Housing is authorized to disburse such Federal monies to local 
municipalities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the public interest that the Town of Simsbury make 
application for up to $1,500,000  in order to undertake a Small Cities Community Development 
Program and to execute an Assistance Agreement therefore, should one be offered. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Board of Selectmen: 
 
1. That it is cognizant of the conditions and prerequisites for State Assistance imposed by Part VI 
of Chapter 130 of The Connecticut General Statutes; and, 
 
2. That the filing of an application by the Town of Simsbury in an amount not to exceed 
$1,500,000  is hereby approved, and that the Town Manger is hereby authorized and directed to 
file such Application with the Commissioner of the Department of Housing, to provide such 
additional information, to execute such other documents as may be required by the 
Commissioner, to execute an Assistance Agreement with the State of Connecticut for State 
financial assistance if such an Agreement is offered, to execute any amendments, rescissions, and 
revisions thereto, and to act as the authorized representative of the Town of Simsbury. 

































































































 

Town of Simsbury 
 

933 HOPMEADOW STREET  ~  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

 

 
 

TOWN OF SIMSBURY 
DEBT MANAGEMENT POLICY 

Adopted by the Board of Finance on February 15, 1989 
Revised by the Simsbury Board of Selectmen on February 11, 2020 and  

the Board of Finance on February XX, 2020 
 
 

I. Purpose  
 

The purpose of a debt policy is to establish written and objective guidelines to improve the 
quality of decision-making on long-term capital planning and on the appropriateness of utilizing 
debt to fund capital expenditures at the most economically advantageous rates of interest.  It is 
the Board of Finance policy that the Town will confine long-term borrowing to capital 
improvements or projects that cannot be financed with current revenues. This policy recognizes 
the infrastructure needs of the Town as well as the taxpayer’s ability to pay while taking into 
account existing legal, economic, financial and debt market considerations.  

 
The primary objectives of this policy are to: 

 
• Establish conditions for the issuance of debt for the purpose of funding capital projects.  
• Plan for long and short-term issuance to finance the Town’s capital program based on 

cash flow needs, sources of revenue, capital construction periods, available financing 
instruments and market conditions.  

• Minimize the Town’s debt service and issuance costs.  
• Retain the highest credit rating and ensure financial integrity while providing a funding 

mechanism to meet the Town’s capital needs.  
• Maintain full and complete financial disclosure and reporting.  

 
This policy is based on the practices recommended by the Government Financial Officers 
Association (GFOA) to facilitate compliance with local, state and federal laws and regulations.  
 
II.  Effective Date 
 
This policy shall remain in effect until revised or rescinded.  The Town reserves the right to 
amend this policy as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

III. Authority and Responsibility 
 

1. Borrowing Authority: The Town shall have the power to incur indebtedness in 
accordance with Connecticut General Statutes subject to the provisions of the Simsbury 
Town Charter.  As stated in Chapter VIII, Section 813, the issuance of bonds and notes, 
except tax anticipation notes, shall be authorized by resolution of the Board of Selectmen.  
The issuance of notes, the term of which does not exceed one (1) year, may be authorized 
by the Board of Selectmen upon recommendation of the Board of Finance. 

 
2. Responsibility: It shall be the responsibility of the Board of Selectmen, the Town 

Manager and the Finance Director to issue debt in compliance with the terms outlined in 
this policy and in compliance with the Town Charter and State and Federal law. The 
primary responsibility of debt management rests with the Finance Director.  The Finance 
Director shall:  

 
• Provide for the issuance of debt at the lowest possible cost and risk; 
• Determine the available debt capacity; 
• Provide for the issuance debt at appropriate intervals and in reasonable amounts 

as required to fund approved expenditures; 
• Recommend to the Board of Selectmen the manner of sale of debt; 
• Monitor opportunities to refund debt and recommend such refunding as 

appropriate; 
• Comply with all Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC), and State and local rules and regulations governing the 
issuance of debt; 

• Provide for the timely payment of principal and interest on all debt; ensure the 
that the fiscal agent receives funds for payment of debt service on or before the 
payment date; 

• Provide for and participate in the preparation and review of offering documents; 
• Provide annual disclosure information to established national information 

repositories and maintain compliance with disclosure statements as required by 
the state and national regulatory bodies; 

• Distribute to appropriate repositories information regarding financial condition 
and affairs at such time and in the form required by law, regulation and general 
practice; 

• Provide for the distribution of pertinent information to rating agencies; 
• Maintain a current database of all outstanding debt; and  
• Apply and promote prudent fiscal practices. 
• Develop and maintain a capital finance model to evaluate the impact of capital 

program spending, operations and maintenance costs, and debt service on its 
financial condition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

IV. Policy 
 

1. Debt Retirement Objective – As determined by the Board of Finance, debt retirement 
expenses (interest and principal) shall be at a rate of not more than 7% of the total annual 
general fund operating budget.  Debt that is being funded outside of tax revenues (i.e. 
WPCA Sewer Use Fees) shall not be included within the 7% unless the fund responsible 
for the debt payments is financially unstable and it is anticipated that the Town will be 
called upon to make debt payments from the general fund. 

 
2. Compliance with Six-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) - Capital Planning for 

Simsbury is required by the Town Charter, Section 803 and predicated on adoption by the 
Board of Selectmen of a six-year CIP.  In general, with the exception of emergencies and 
mandates, this plan is the governing document for capital expenditures. The Town further 
recognizes that certain projects for which debt financing should be considered may arise 
in such a manner that they cannot be incorporated into the six-year CIP prior to financing, 
e.g., the coming to the market of a specific property the Town desires to acquire for open 
space purposes.  

 
3. Types of Permissible Debts – whenever possible, the Town will first attempt to fund 

capital projects with state and federal grants or other revenues. When such funds are 
insufficient, the Town may use dedicated revenues from Special Revenue Funds, Capital 
Projects Funds, or General Fund revenues or reserves.  If these are not appropriate or 
sufficient, the Town will use bond funding or long-term leases. The Board of Selectmen 
and the Board of Finance will evaluate debt-funding scenarios as part of the capital 
budget process using models developed by the Finance Director in order to prioritize 
future financing needs and to evaluate compliance with this policy.  The Board of 
Finance will forward its recommendations to the Board of Selectmen. 
 

General Obligation (G.O.) bonds may be issued to finance traditional public 
improvements for which other funding is unavailable or impractical. Long-term 
bonds may be used to finance infrastructure or facility improvement projects with an 
estimated life expectancy of at least 15 years and cost of at least $250,000. 

 
The Town may go to market for G.O. bonds for a minimum threshold of $1,000,000.  
A smaller number of projects may be combined to meet the threshold, provided that 
each such included project meets the 15-years useful life condition.  

 
General Obligation (G.O.) Bond Anticipation Notes (BAN’s) may be issued for 
short-term debt.  The Town may choose to issue bond anticipation notes (BAN’s) as 
a source of interim financing when deemed prudent.  Bond anticipation notes may 
also be used as a form of permanent financing (generally up to 10 years under 
current statutes) by renewing the notes over a number of years and reducing the 
principal amount of the notes on renewal. 
 
Capital Lease Purchase Financing, in contrast to a true lease, provides for the 
acquisition of the leased item. Lease purchase financing may be used for procuring 
assets that are too expensive to fund with current receipts in any one year, but with 
useful lives too short (less than 15 years) to finance with long-term debt. Generally, 
lease purchase financing will not be considered for the purchase or construction of 



 

 
 

assets with a life expectancy of less than five years.  The Town will seek competitive 
pricing when practical. 

 
Low Interest Loan – The use of federal and state aided low interest loans should be 
considered before consideration of issuing any other forms of debt.  Low interest 
loans may also be considered from private banks as permitted by law.  

 
4.   Statutory Debt Limitations – Under Connecticut Law, municipalities may not incur 

indebtedness through the issue of bonds which will cause aggregate indebtedness by class 
to exceed the following: 

 
General Purposes 2.25 times base 
School Purposes 4.50 times base 
Sewer Purposes 3.75 times base 
Urban Renewal Purposes 3.25 times base 
 

The “base” is defined as annual receipts from taxation (total tax collections including 
interest and penalties) and State payment for revenue losses under CGS sections 12-24a, 
12-24c and 12-129d.  In no case shall total indebtedness exceed seven times the base. 
 
The statutes also provide for certain exclusions of debt issued in anticipation of taxes, for 
the supply of water, supply of gas, supply of electricity, construction of subways, for the 
construction of underground conduits for cables, wires, and pipes and for two or more of 
such purposes; for indebtedness issued in anticipation of the receipt of proceeds from 
State or Federal grants evidenced by a written commitment or contract. 

 
5. Bond Structure  

 
Consideration should be given by the Board of Selectmen to each of the following: 

• Providing cash in advance to meet project expenses 
• Maximizing the credit rating potential and market acceptance of the bonds 
• Minimizing net borrowing cost 
• Minimizing the impact of debt service payments on annual cash flow 

 
Bond term – All capital improvements financed through the issuance of debt will be 
financed for a period not to exceed the useful life of the improvements, but in no event to 
exceed 20 years. For capital expenditures valued below $20 million, bonding will not 
exceed ten (10) years. Fifteen (15) to twenty (20) year bond terms may be considered and 
approved in the budget process by the Board of Finance for major projects exceeding $20 
million that benefit the community.  
 
Interest Rates - The Town will attempt to issue debt that carries a fixed interest rate. 
However, it is recognized that certain circumstances may warrant the issuance of variable 
rate debt. In those instances, the Town should attempt to stabilize debt service payments 
through the use of an appropriate stabilization arrangement. Board of Selectmen approval 
is needed to issue variable rate debt. 
 
Debt Service Pattern – The preferred debt service method is level principal, however, 
new debt should be structured to coincide with the retirement of past debt to lessen the 



 

 
 

impact upon the mill rate and to keep debt service costs at or below 7% of the operating 
budget.  Debt that is being funded outside of tax revenues (i.e. WPCA Sewer Use Fees) 
shall not be included within the 7% unless the fund responsible for the debt payments is 
financially unstable and it is anticipated that the Town will be called upon to make debt 
payments from the general fund. 
 
Call provision – The Board of Selectmen seeks to minimize the cost from optional 
redemption call provisions, consistent with its desire to obtain the lowest possible interest 
rates on its bonds.  The Town Manager and Finance Director will evaluate the optional 
redemption provisions for each issue to ensure that the Town does not pay unacceptable 
higher interest rates to obtain such advantageous calls.  

 
Method of sale – Debt obligations are generally issued through competitive sale. When 
conditions favorable for a competitive sale do not exist and when a negotiated sale will 
provide significant benefits to the Town that would not be achieved through a 
competitive sale, the Board of Selectmen may elect to sell its debt obligations through a 
private or negotiated sale.  

 
6. Refunding Debt - The Board of Selectmen will continually monitor its outstanding debt in 

relation to existing conditions in the debt market and will refund any outstanding debt 
when sufficient savings can be realized. The target threshold for net present value savings 
should be a minimum of 2%.  

 
7. Emergencies - During emergency situations, the Town may issue debt to provide for 

emergency infrastructure repair or replacement if such repair or replacement as necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety as governed by the 
Town Charter. 
 

V. Debt Affordability Measures 
 
The Board of Finance, in connection with the budget approval process, will evaluate the Town’s 
debt position. The following statistical measures to determine debt capacity will be used and 
evaluated in relation to rating agency standards and the Town’s historical ratios to determine 
debt affordability:  

 
Debt Burden and Service Indicators 

• Debt as a percentage of Net Taxable Grand List 
• Debt per capita 
• Debt to personal income 
• Debt to taxable property value 
• Debt as a percentage of General Fund expenditures 
• Simsbury debt in comparison to other comparable towns 

 
 
VI. Professional Services  
 

1. Bond Counsel:  All debt issued by the Town will include a written opinion of bond 
counsel affirming that the Town is authorized to issue the proposed debt. The opinion 
shall include confirmation that the Town has met all Town and state requirements 



 

 
 

necessary for its issuance, a determination of the proposed debt’s federal income tax 
status and other components necessary for the proposed debt. 

 
2. Municipal Advisor: A Municipal Financial Advisor(s) will be used to assist in the 

issuance of the Town’s debt. The Municipal Financial Advisor will provide the Town 
with objective advice and analysis on debt issuance. This includes, but is not limited to, 
analyzing debt capacity, projecting future debt impact and modeling of future debt 
issuance, monitoring market opportunities, structuring and pricing debt, and preparing 
official statements of disclosure. 
 

3. Underwriters: An Underwriter(s) may be used for all debt issued in a negotiated or 
private placement sale method. The Underwriter is responsible for purchasing the 
negotiated or private placement debt and reselling the debt to investors. 
 

4. Fiscal Agent: A Fiscal Agent will be used to provide accurate and timely securities 
processing and timely payment to bondholders.  
 
All vendors retained by the Town of Simsbury will be selected in accordance with the 
Town of Simsbury’s purchasing policy. 

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







T O W N  O F  S I M S B U R Y  –  B O A R D  O F  S E L E C T M E N  

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  –  J A N U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 0          

                       “ D r a f t ”                      P a g e  | 1 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Meeting Room of 

the Simsbury Town Offices.  Present were:  First Selectman Eric Wellman: Deputy First Selectman Sean 

Askham; Board members Michael Paine, Wendy Mackstutis, and Jackie Battos.  Chris Peterson was absent.  

Others in attendance included: Town Manager Maria E Capriola; Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby; 

Culture, Parks and Recreation Director Tom Tyburski; Social Services Director Kristen Formanek; Finance 

Director Amy Meriwether; Town Engineer Jeff Shea; Town Attorney Robert DeCrescenzo, and other interested 

parties.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, spoke about the Police Department investigations, having a lot of Boards and 

Commissions, FOI requests, Simsbury Farms, and other issues. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

First Selectman, Wellman, reviewed his First Selectman’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager, Capriola, reviewed her Town Manager’s report. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Tax Refund Requests 

 

Ms. Mackstutis made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to approve the presented tax refunds in the amount 

of $32,790.57, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute the tax refunds.  Mr. Paine 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

b) Proposed Opioid Response Initiative Grant 

 

Ms. Formanek said Social Services has not applied for this grant in the past. It is provided by Amplify which 

provides funds for the local prevention counsel.  It would be for $5,000.  If awarded, it would be used for 

additional supplies including educational materials, training on Narcan and Question, Persuading and Refer and 

creating a recovery friendly community, etc. 

  

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to approve the Community and Social Services 

Department’s application for a grant through the Connecticut State Opioid Response Initiative – Community 

Mini Grant in the amount of $5,000 to support local prevention efforts.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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c) Proposed Simsbury Junior Woman’s Club Grant for the Library 

 

Mr. Wellman said the Library is applying for this $500 grant to purchase VOX Readers for the Children’s 

Department. 

 

Ms. Battos made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to approve the Library’s application for a Simsbury 

Junior Woman’s Club Grant in the amount of $500 to purchase VOX Readers for the Children’s Department 

and to accept the Grant, if awarded, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola to execute all 

documents related to the grant award.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed.  

 

d) Proposed 2020 Simsbury Farms Gold Course Fee Schedule 

 

Mr. Tyburski said they are proposing no increases to the daily greens fees.  They are proposing increases to 

season pass rates that have largely remained the same in the last few years.  They are proposing $50 increases to 

the adult season passes and $25 for the senior passes.  The golf carts and driving range rates will go up $1.   

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to approve the 2020 fee schedule for the Simsbury Farms 

Golf Course as presented.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

e) Proposed 2020 Aquatic Facilities and Day Camp Fee Schedule 

 

Mr. Tyburski said the Culture, Parks and Recreation Department is proposing increases to some aquatic facility 

fees and summer day camp program rates.  Most of this is due to minimum wage increases.     

 

Mr. Tyburski said the Aquatics fee schedule is projected to generate an estimated additional $17,000 in 

additional revenue for aquatics and the Day Camp is projected to generate an estimated additional $18,000. 

  

Ms. Mackstutis made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to approve the 2020 fee schedule for Aquatics 

Facilities and Day Camp programs as presented.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

f) Budget Status Report 

 

Ms. Meriwether went through highlights of the general fund revenues.  She said as of December 31, 2019, 

expenditures total $41,000,000 or 40% of budget expenditures.  Actual expenditures total $64,952 exceeding 

budgetary estimates by $24,952. 

 

Ms. Meriwether also went through the Town Clerk information, General Fund Expenditures, Legal Services, 

which will be over.  She also went through the Simsbury Farms Fund, Health Insurance Fund, the Residential 

Property Fund, and the Sewer Use Fund. 

 

No action was required for this agenda item.  
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g) Recommended Transfer to Capital Non-Recurring Fund from Town Clerk LOCIP Fund for Vault 

Update 

 

Mr. Wellman said the Town will be replacing the carpet in the vault within the next several months.  Therefore, 

the staff is requesting high density shelving, which would increase the scope of this project. They are requesting 

an additional transfer from the Town Clerk LOCIP Fund to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund in the amount of 

$25,000 to fund the remainder of the project. 

  

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to recommend to the Board of Finance a transfer of 

$25,000 from the Town Clerk LOCIP Fund to the Capital Non-Recurring Fund to cover the cost of high density 

shelving in the Town vault.  Ms. Battos seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

h) Proposed Eversource Easement – Ryan Circle 

 

Mr. Wellman said Eversource Energy has requested a permanent access road easement from the Town of 

Simsbury for future vegetation management, inspections and capital upgrades required for their existing 

electrical transmission lines and support structures. They are seeking this permanent access through Town 

owned open space parcel located east of Ryan Circle and west of Penwood State Forest. In exchange for this 

easement Eversource would give the Town $20,000.which is proposed to go into the Open Space Fund. 

 

After some discussion, and more explanation from Mr. Shea, Mr. Paine made a motion, effective January 27, 

2020, to authorize Town Manager Maria E. Capriola to execute a permanent access road easement on land 

owned by the Town of Simsbury to the Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy for the 

purposes of constructing and utilizing their existing right of way on the east side of Ryan Circle and Hunting 

Ridge Road on Assessor Map ID 109, Block 106, Lot 000.   Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed. 

 

i) Proposed Agriculture (Dewey Farm) Lease Extension 

 

Mr. Wellman said the current ground lease with the Ryan Family Farm expired December 31, 2020.  They have 

expressed an interest in continuing to farm this land, but would like the lease to be extended for three years.   

 

Mr. Ryan explained why they really need a three year extension instead of a one year extension as he does need 

to plan in advance of planting. 

 

Ms. Capriola said the Purchasing Policy was updated, so we will probably have to issue a RFP or RFQ on the 

parcels.  The Open Space Committee also has a workgroup that is working on stewardship policies, etc. 

The discussion on this property will probably come up again in the fall. The Ryan Family has been good 

stewards of this property. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to 

execute an amendment to the current Ground Lease with the Ryan Family for a three year extension of the 

ground license for the Town owned agricultural property at the former Dewey Farm.  Mr. Paine seconded the 

motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATION 

 

a) Simsbury Republican Town Committee Proposed Re-appointments/New Appointments to Various 

Boards/ Commissions 

 

Mr. Wellman asked that they have a separate vote on Conservation Commission/IWWA.  Mr. Askham made a 

motion, effective January 27, 2020 to vote separately on Conservation Commission/IWWA.  Ms. Mackstutis 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to re-appoint Kathryn Robbins (U) as a Regular 

Member of the Aging and Disability Commission with a term expiring January 1, 2024; 

To re-appoint William Egan (R) as a Regular Member of the Building Code Board of Appeals with a term 

expiring January 1, 2025;  

To re-appoint Michael Tanca (R) as a Regular Member of the Clean Energy Task Force with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021;  

To re-appoint Robert Beinstein (U) as a Regular Member of the Clean Energy Task Force with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021;  

To re-appoint Timothy Walczak (R) as a Regular Member of the Clean Energy Task Force with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021;  

To re-appoint Dianne Mead (R) as a Regular Member of the Historic District Commission with a term expiring 

January 1, 20205;  

To re-appoint Timothy Walczak (R) as a Regular Member of the Open Space Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; and 

To re-appoint Lucian Dragulski (R) as a Regular Member of the Public Building Committee with a term 

expiring January 1, 2024;  

To re-appoint Michael Egan (R) as a Regular Member of the Public Building Committee with a term expiring 

January 1 2024;  

To re-appoint John Salvatore (R) as a Regular Member of the Public Building Committee with a term expiring 

January 1, 2024;  

To re-appoint Susan Ray (R) as a Regular Member of the Recycling Committee with a term expiring December 

6, 2021;  

To re-appoint Mary Turner (R) as a Regular Member of the Recycling Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Rosemary Fusco (R) as a Regular Member of the Recycling Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Sarah Summa (R) as a Regular Member of the Tourism Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Katherine Oakes (R) as a Regular Member of the Tourism Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Elizabeth Peterson (R) as a Regular Member of the Tourism Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Jennifer Leimbach (R) as a Regular Member of the Tourism Committee with a term expiring 

December 6, 2021; 

To re-appoint Jacques Brignac (R) as a Regular Member of the Water Pollution Control Authority with a term 

expiring January 1, 2024; 

To re-appoint Edward Kelly (R) as a Regular Member of the Water Pollution Control Authority with a term 

expiring January 1, 2024; and  
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To appoint Linda Jonson (R) as a Regular Member of the Recycling Committee with a term expiring December 

6, 2021. 

Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to re-appoint Donald Eaton (R) as a Regular Member of the Conservation 

Commission/IWWA with a term expiring January 1, 2024.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to re-appoint Jason Levy (R) as a Regular Member of the Conservation 

Commission/IWWA with a term expiring January 1, 2024.  Ms. Battos seconded the motion.  After some 

discussion, Mr. Askham, Ms. Battos, and Mr. Paine were in favor and Ms. Mackstutis and Mr. Wellman were 

against the motion.  Therefore, the motion passed 3 to 2. 

 

b) Re-appointments and Appointments to Simsbury Meadows Performing Arts Center Board 

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to re-appoint Joe Capolieta, Bill Clegg, Jeff Domenburg 

and Mike Doyle to the Simsbury Meadows Performing Arts Center Board of Directors with terms expiring 

April 30, 2022.  Ms. Battos seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Ms. Battos made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to appoint Lynn Adame to the Simsbury Meadows 

Performing Arts Center Board of Directors with a term expiring April 30, 2023.  Mr. Paine seconded the 

motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) Regular Meeting of January 13, 2020 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 13, 2020 and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 

 

SELECTMEN LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a) Personnel – no report at this time. 

b) Finance – no report at this time. 

c) Welfare – no report at this time. 

d) Public Safety – Mr. Askham said they are still working on an ordinance. 

e) Board of Education – Ms. Mackstutis said graduation is on June 12, 2020.  The Board of Education will be 

meeting tomorrow night.  They have two capital improvement items for their budget this year.  Special Ed 

already presented their budget for the year. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis thanked Public Works for her snowplow ride.  She said the Martin Luther King, Jr. event was 

very well attended and a great event.  Mr. Mackstutis also said Aging and Disability does a lot and they are 

looking for designation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

a) BYOCT Pesticide Preemption Letter – no discussion at this time.  It is in the packet or can be emailed to 

residents. 

 

b) Census Information – Mr. Wellman said we are being encouraged to consider forming a committee with 

the goal of making sure all residents are included in the census.  We need to get the word out about the 

importance of the census. 

  

c) Correspondence Regarding Police Commission Request for Legal Opinion Regarding Duties in 

Charter 

 

Mr. Askham said this topic is a long, simmering, important topic.  The Commission has asked for their 

responsibilities.   We do need to look into the Town Charter and MERA and get a legal opinion on this issue.  

The Commission has asked for a legal opinion and an independent counsel review. 

 

Ms. Capriola said we need to respect our process and Charter and first ask the Town Attorney for his opinion.  

She started a draft letter to the Town Attorney, if the Board is comfortable, will be sent to him to clarify their 

responsibilities.  

 

After some discussion, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective January 27, 2020, to ask the Town Attorney for 

his interpretation of the Town Charter as it relates to the roles and responsibilities of the Police Commission and 

the Town Manager concerning budget development, Personnel and collective bargaining and other items.  Mr. 

Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

    

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

a) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(D), discussion of Possible Purchase and Sale of Real Property 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn to executive session pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(D), discussion of 

Possible Purchase and Sale of Real Property at 7:08 p.m. Executive Session will include Town Manager, Maria 

E. Capriola, Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby, Attorney Robert DeCrescenzo, Town Engineer Jeff Shea, 

Culture, Parks and Recreation Director Tom Tyburski, and Planning Director Mike Glidden.  Mr. Paine 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn the executive session at 7:35pm.  Mr. Wellman seconded the motion.  

All were in favor and it passed unanimously.   

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Possible Referral to Planning Commission and Open Space Committee re:  Open Space 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to refer to the Planning Commission the purchase of an easement for purposes of a 

bike/pedestrian path along the southern frontage of 20 Tariffville Road pursuant to CGS 8-24.  Mr. Paine 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and it passed unanimously.   
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Mr. Askham made a motion to refer the sale of a portion of open space located along the eastern property line of 

133 Holcomb Street to the Open Space Committee pursuant to 21-8 of the Town Code and to refer the sale to 

the Planning Commission pursuant to 21-8 of the Town Code and CGS 8-24. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:40pm.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All 

were in favor and it passed unanimously.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Radocchio 

Clerk 
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