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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Meeting Room of 

the Simsbury Town Offices.  Present were: First Selectman Eric Wellman; Board members Sean Askham, Chris 

Peterson, Cheryl Cook and Christopher Kelly.  Absent was Michael Paine.  Also present was  Town Manager 

Maria E. Capriola; Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby; Director of Culture, Parks and Recreation Tom 

Tyburski; Director of Social Services Kristen Formanek, and other interested parties. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Kelly made a motion to amend the agenda to add another Public Gathering Permit under item e and three 

appointments under Appointments and Resignations b.  Ms. Cook seconded the motion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, spoke about whistle blowers, the Charter and possible violations, the Rainbow 

Crosswalk, Gifts of Love and the Eno Trust, employee grievances and other issues. 

 

Susan Masino, 41 Madison Lane, spoke about events at The Grange, including a fair on Saturday, a Concert on 

the Green, and electronic recycling.  She also noted she will be presenting a lecture at Trinity College about 

brain health on September 17
th

. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

First Selectman, Wellman, reviewed his First Selectman’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager, Capriola, reviewed her Town Manager’s report. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Tax Refund Requests 

 

Ms. Cook made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to approve the presented tax refunds in the amount of 

$40,107.22, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E Capriola, to execute the tax refunds.  Mr. Askham 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

b) Grant Application to Support Local Prevention Activities 

 

Mr. Wellman said Social Services has an opportunity to apply for a grant supporting things like substance abuse 

prevention, etc.  The grant amount would be a little over $5300.  
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Mr. Askham made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to submit a grant application to support local 

prevention activities and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola to execute the grant application. Mr. 

Kelly seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Ms. Cook made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to accept the local prevention activities grant and to 

authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute all documents related to the grant award.  Mr. Kelly 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

c) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Trinity Church Pumpkin Patch 

 

Mr. Wellman said the Trinity Church Pumpkin Patch is an annual fund raiser that is held next to First Church of 

Christ on Hopmeadow Street.  

 

Mr. Kelly made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to approve the public gathering application for Trinity 

Church Pumpkin Patch as presented and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit.  Mr. Askham 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

d) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Simsbury Recreation Department Movie Night 

 

Mr. Wellman said Movie Night will be held on September 14, 2019 at the Simsbury Performing Arts Center. 

 

Mr. Peterson made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to approve the public gathering application for 

Simsbury Recreation Department Movie Night as presented and to authorize the issuance of the public 

gathering permit.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

e) Recommended Appointment of Town Assessor 

 

Mr. Wellman said after the retirement of David Gardner, there was an internal recruitment process and the 

Assistant Assessor has now been recommended to become the Town Assessor.   

 

Ms. Capriola said Ms. Beland did an outstanding job during the recruitment process.  She has 20+ years of 

experience and the Town is fortunate to have her.  She also has some great ideas for the future.  

 

Ms. Cook made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to appoint Francine Beland to the position of Town 

Assessor with an annual starting salary of $97,265 and employment-related benefits assigned to that position 

through the collective bargaining agreement associated with that position.  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Ms. Beland said she is thankful for the appointment and is looking forward to working with everyone. 

 

f) Proposed Simsbury Farms Ice Rink and Paddle Tennis Court Fees 

 

Mr. Wellman said the recommendation has no change to the Paddle Court Tennis fees, but does have an 

increase of $10 per hour for the Simsbury High School rental rate and an increase of $5 skating lessons. The 

rationale is an increase in minimum wages.  

 

Mr. Tyburski said they had a very good revenue year with the rink last year, so they just wish for great weather 

this year also.  
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Mr. Kelly made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to approve the fee schedule for the Simsbury Farms Ice 

Rink and paddle tennis courts as presented.  Ms. Cook seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

g) Tourism Committee Duties and Composition 

 

Mr. Wellman said the Board discussed recommendations to add members to the Tourism Committee.  The 

membership slots have fluctuated over the years.  The Board referred this matter to the Economic Development 

Commission and Tourism Committee so they could review their roles and integrate their visions for economic 

development with respect to tourism. 

 

After some discussion,  Mr. Kelly made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to increase the number of 

Tourism Committee members to sixteen (16).  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

h) Ordinance to Prohibit the Public from Intentionally Feeding Wildlife and Related Work Group 

 

Mr. Wellman said the Town is experiencing significant growth in calls for bear and wildlife issues.   The Board 

passed a resolution on June 24, 2019, encouraging residents to not use bird feeders, leave trash outside 

overnight and not intentionally feed wildlife. 

 

Mr. Wellman said his recommendation would be to request the Public Safety Sub-Committee work on a draft 

ordinance. He said this issue is very challenging because wildlife policies are at State levels. 

 

Mr. Askham said the Public Safety Sub-Committee did take up this issue and they felt that an ordinance like 

this would be hard to enforce.  They had discussion with the Chief of Police as well.  This could create neighbor 

vs. a neighbor situation.  This Board has very little power to do much, short of relocation or removal of the 

animals. 

 

After further discussion, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to establish a Board of 

Selectmen work group to review the feasibility of establishing an ordinance to prohibit the public from 

intentionally feeding wildlife.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

 

a) Resignation of Susan Van Kleef from the Clean Energy Task Force 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to accept the resignation of Susan Van Kleef as a regular member of the Clean 

Energy Task Force retroactive to August 23, 2019 with our thanks.  Ms. Cook seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed. 

 

b) Appointments to Board of Ethics, Zoning Commission, and Tourism Committee 

 

Ms. Cook made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to appoint Robert Helfand (D) as a regular member of 

the Board of Ethics with a term expiring January 1, 2023.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed. 
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Mr. Kelly made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to appoint Melissa Osborne (D) as an alternate member 

of the Zoning Commission with a term expiring December 2, 2019.  Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. All 

were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Ms. Cook made a motion, effective September 9, 2019, to appoint Lori Toback Lubetkin (D) as a regular 

member of the Tourism Committee with a term expiring December 2, 2019.  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) Regular Meeting of August 12, 2019 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting minutes of August 12, 2019, and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 

 

SELECTMEN LIAISION AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a) Personnel – no report at this time. 

b) Finance – no report at this time. 

c) Welfare – no report at this time. 

d) Public Safety – no report at this time. 

e) Board of Education – no report at this time. 

 

Ms. Cook said Wednesday, September 11, 2019 the Community for Care will be hosting “Talk Saves Lives” at 

the Library at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Peterson asked everyone to participate in the parks and open space master plan survey.  He also reminded 

everyone to support Family Movie Night on Saturday. 

 

Mr. Peterson said there are open positions on the Park and Recreation Committee, which is a very important 

committee and has great opportunities.   

 

Mr. Wellman noted that he and the Town Clerk are looking at about five Boards or Commissions that no one is 

appointed to but exist or people are appointed but never meet.  He will be reaching out to the liaisons to try to 

straighten these issues out.  

 

Ms. Capriola said two exist by Ordinances and they need to be looked at.  She will look at updating policies and 

procedures on these Boards and Commissions. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

a) Letter from Eversource Re:  Upcoming Inspections and Hardware Replacement, dated August 2019 – 

no discussion at this time. 

b) 2019 Neighborhood Assistance Act Approved Programs – no discussion at this time. 

c) Yankee Magazine “Simsbury, Connecticut – Could You Live Here?  Rural beauty and suburban 

polish come together seamlessly in a classic but under-the-radar New England Town.” By Kim Knox 

Beckius, August 21, 2019 – no discussion at this time. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

a) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(D), Discussion of Possible Purchase and Sale of Two Parcels of Real 

Property for Open Space Purposes 

b) Pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(A), Town Manager’s Annual Performance Review 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Kelly made a motion to adjourn to executive session, pursuant to CGS §1-200(6)(D), discussion of Possible 

Purchase and Sale of Two Parcels of Real  Property for Open Space purposes and CGS §1-200(6)(A), Town 

Manager’s Annual Performance Review at 6:50 p.m.  The CGS §1-200(6)(D) discussion will include Town 

Manager Maria E. Capriola, Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby, Culture, Parks and Recreation Director 

Tom Tyburski, and Director of  Planning Mike Glidden.  The CGS §1-200(6)(A) review will only include Town 

Manager Maria E. Capriola and the Board.  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting and executive session was passed at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Radocchio 

Clerk  


