
T O W N  O F  S I M S B U R Y  –  B O A R D  O F  S E L E C T M E N  

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  –  N O V E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2  

                          “ D r a f t ”        P a g e  | 1 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m.in the Main Meeting Room of 

the Simsbury Town Offices.  Present were:  First Selectman Wendy Mackstutis; Deputy First Selectman Amber 

Abbuhl; Board members Chris Peterson, Eric Wellman, and Heather Goetz.  Sean Askham was absent. Others 

in attendance included:  Town Manager Maria E. Capriola; Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby; Director 

of Parks and Recreation Tom Tyburski; Director of Planning and Community Development George McGregor; 

Finance Director Amy Meriwether; Chairman of Parks and Recreation David Bush; Chairman of Economic 

Development Commission Bob Crowther and other interested parties. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 

•  Participants can address the Board of Selectmen in person at the meeting 

•  Email townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov by noon Monday, November 14, 2022, to request to address the 

Board of Selectmen live through Zoom 

•  Written comments can be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov.  Written comments will not be 

read into the record, but forwarded to all Selectmen via email 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, spoke about the elections; the Town Manager’s contract; workgroup on 

cannabis; the October 24, 2022 meeting and the changing of supervisory positions; a possible illegal notice of 

the cancellation of a Zoning meeting; CHFA lease changes; Eno Affordable Housing; and other issues. 

 

Corrine Stall said she is a new resident and she spoke about the crosswalk at Mill Commons.  She gave the 

Board a petition and signatures asking that the crosswalk on West Street get pedestrian lighting as it is very 

unsafe to cross there.  She said the residents are discussing the issue with Chief Boulter and asking for his 

guidance on validating the need for the lighting.  She asked if there might be some State funding for these 

flashing lights. 

 

Cathy Matheu, 712 Millers Way, is in support of the crosswalk lights at Gristmill Road and West Street.  She is 

asking that the Town improve the safety of that crosswalk by installing pedestrian activated crosswalk lights 

there. She said she walks her dog there at least three times a day and it is extremely dangerous to cross there.  

Drivers do not stop when people are in the crosswalk or they go around the pedestrian, which makes it more 

dangerous.  The light would help with this issue. 

 

Barbara Lorell, 212 Millers Way, also spoke about the crosswalk lights being installed.  Her husband has had a 

few close calls at that crosswalk.  She feels the buses are the worst offenders.  This issue is very important to the 

residents and there needs to be some resolve. 

 

David Bush, Chairman of Park and Recreation, 4 Catherine Lane, feels public audience is usually a statement of 

negatives.  He said there is an upcoming proclamation for Simsbury Farms coming up and he thanked the Board 

for using and supporting Simsbury Farms.  It is a very special place. 

 

Lisa Gray, 120 Old Canal Way, Weatogue, spoke about considering the sale of marijuana, as she cannot be at 

the November 28th meeting.  She said there are ten times more daily users of marijuana than back when Bill 
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Clinton was President. She said her information is mostly coming from a book called Smoke Screen.  We all 

need to know the consequences of the use of marijuana. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

a) Proclamation from State of Connecticut for the Simsbury Farms 50th Anniversary 

 

State Representative John Hampton said Simsbury Farms is a treasure for this Town.  He read the State of 

Connecticut General Assembly Citation congratulating the 50th anniversary of the Farms.  He presented a 

plaque to Tom Tyburski and David Bush and said he hoped the Farms has continued success.    

 

b) Economic Development Commission Annual Report 

 

Bob Crowther spoke about the EDC members and their mission statement.  He said they are an advisory board 

who works on projects for the Board of Selectmen.  He spoke about their framework and said they have four 

major work streams at this time.  Mr. Crowther said they do business outreach, asking businesses for their 

feedback.  They did complete the marketing materials refresh for tourism. They are working on a welcome 

letter for businesses.  They are also looking in to creating a possible hospitality task force.       

 

After some discussion, there was no motion at this time. 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion to move agenda item g to item a.  Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

First Selectman, Ms. Mackstutis, reviewed her First Selectman’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, reviewed her Town Manager’s report. 

 

SELECTMEN LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a)  Personnel – there was no report at this time. 

b)  Finance – there was no report at this time. 

c)  Public Safety – there was no report at this time.  

d)  Board of Education – there was no report at this time. 

 

Mr. Wellman said the DEI Council held a successful workshop and discussed what affordable housing really is.  

He was surprised at who really lives in affordable housing and we need to support them. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl said improvements are underway at the Simsbury Housing Authority, which were funded by the 

ARPA.   

 

Ms. Abbuhl said she attended the Veteran’s Day event at Virginia Connolly Home and they honored six 

Veteran residents to recognize their service to the country. 
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Ms. Abbuhl said the Simsbury Food Pantry is in need of snacks, toiletries, baking goods, drinks, tomato 

products and cooking products.  They do not need cereal, pasta or soups as they have enough right now. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl spoke about Social Services and the Energy Assistance Program.  She said documentation is 

needed for this program. 

 

Ms. Goetz spoke about the Planning Commission updating the 2017 Plan of Conservation and Development. 

 

Ms. Goetz spoke about luminary night on December 4, 2022.  She said they need help putting together the kits 

on the 28-29th.  People can purchase the luminaries to decorate or donate.  

 

Ms. Mackstutis said the Finance Sub-Committee meeting will be held on December 1st.  They will hopefully be 

looking at the final business grant program.  Ms. Capriola proposed that some outside agencies come to this 

group before going to the full Board during the budget process.    

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a)  Appropriation for Latimer Lane Elementary School Project 

 

Ms. Mackstutis said this Board was at the Tri-board meeting and discussed the overage of bids of the Latimer 

estimate. 

 

Ms. Capriola said a summary was sent out today after that meeting.  She said the overages were due to inflation 

and not any change in scope.  The alternates are also listed.  She said the next step is to hold a referendum due 

to the overages.   

 

Ms. Capriola said the staff is recommending be funded with cash – capital reserve funding the majority.  This is 

what a capital reserve is used for.  Staff is also recommending that we fund the net cost to the Town of the 

outdoor learning spaces.  The ARPA dollars do support this.   

 

After discussion, Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve and recommend an 

additional appropriation of $2,261,837 for the Latimer Lane Elementary School project and to further fund the 

appropriation with cash from capital reserves and for the outdoor learning spaces to be funded by the ARPA 

themed grant dollars.  Ms. Abbhuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Peterson said the Town residents voted on this project favorably. 

 

a) Economic Development Commission – Annual Work Plan, 2022-2023 

 

Ms. Capriola said the Economic Development Commission will generate work ideas for Board of Selectmen 

feedback and approval.  The proposed items for the 2022-23 work plan are on page 15.  There was some 

discussion on a hospitality workgroup and the Town map.    

 

After some discussion, Ms. Goetz made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to adopt the 2022-2023 

Economic Development Commission’s work plan as presented with potential for some expansions of more 

ideas.  Mr. Peterson seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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b) Request for Alcohol Permit – Apple Barn Event 

 

Ms. Mackstutis said she went to the first event, which was a lot of fun and well attended.  

 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to issue an alcohol permit for the legal possession 

and use of alcohol for an event at the Apple Barn on January 12, 2023.  Ms. Goetz seconded the motion.  All 

were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

c) Proposed Friends of Simsbury Farms Donation 

 

Mr. Tyburski said there were a lot of fundraisers to support the Farms.  He said they need to maintain the Golf 

Course so people keep coming. 

 

Mr. Peterson made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to accept a donation of $13,048 from the Friends of 

Simsbury Farms to partner with the Town of Simsbury on tee leveling projects at the Simsbury Farms Golf 

Course with our thanks.  Mr. Wellman seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

d) Proposed Donation from the Boswell Family 

 

Mr. Tyburski said the windscreens are in bad shape right now.  This donation allows for a “Welcome to 

Simsbury Farms” sign to be put on one of the screens. 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to accept a donation covering the costs of new 

windscreens for the Platform Tennis Courts at the Simsbury Farms recreation Complex with our thanks.  Mr. 

Peterson seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

e) FY22/23 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) Application 

 

Ms. Capriola said the Town needs to apply for this grant and then the funds are turned over to the Fire District. 

 

Ms. Goetz made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to apply for the 2022/2023 Emergency Management 

Performance Grant as presented and to approve the attached resolution.  In the event that this grant is awarded, 

the following additional motion is in order:  Move to accept the 2022/2023 Emergency Management 

Performance Grant and to authorize Maria E. Capriola, Town Manager, to execute all documents related to the 

grant award.  Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

f) Tax Refund Requests 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve the presented tax refunds in the amount 

of $5,518.98, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute the tax refunds.  Ms. Abbuhl 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

g) PA 21-29 Opt-Out Action of State Mandated Regulations Relating to Accessory Dwelling Units and 

Residential Parking Standards  

 

Mr. McGregor said there are two elements to this – PA 21-29 was approved in June 2021, which established 

some State mandated zoning frameworks.  They included accessory dwelling units and residential parking.  The 

Commission opted out in January 2022.  Then they came back in July 2022 and revised the accessory use 
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standards.  He said there is one parking space per studio apartment, one space for a one bedroom and two spaces 

for a two bedroom, which is different than how Simsbury handles residential parking.   

 

If we opt-out the Town is allowed to amend local regulations and grant new regulations as they fit the 

community. He had a resolution that opts out of PA 21-29 standards. 

 

After discussion, Ms. Goetz made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve the attached resolution as 

presented.  Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

h) Schedule a Public Hearing for Proposed Amendment to the Bicycle Ordinance (Chapter 67) 

 

Ms. Capriola said there is an internal traffic control group and the Police Chief is the legal traffic authority.  She 

said the bicycle ordinance hasn’t been updated since 1990.  They had a couple of edits that are “housekeeping” 

in nature including fines and sidewalk width.  The change would allow for the reasonable and safe use of non-

motorized bikes and scooters on the sidewalks.  This change requires a public hearing. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to set a Public Hearing to receive public comment 

concerning proposed revisions to Chapter 67 of the Town Code concerning bicycles for 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 

December 12, 2022.  Ms. Goetz seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

                      

i) DESRI-TVS REAL ESTATE OLDINGS, LLC V. SIMSBURY Tax Appeal Settlement 

 

Ms. Capriola said the Town Attorney discussed this in the last executive session and there has been a 

settlement.  

 

Mr.  Wellman made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve the Joint Stipulation for Judgement for 

Docket No. HHB-CV-20-606337-S, DESRI-TVS REAL ESTATE HOLDINGS, LLC vs. Town of Simsbury for 

the tax appeal on the taxable real estate located at 60 Hoskins Road as presented and authorize Town Attorney 

Robert DeCrescenzo to execute the agreement.  Mr. Peterson seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

j) COVID-19 Relief 501(c)(3) Non-profit Grant Program 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve funding in the amount of $2,000 for the 

Simsbury Main Street Partnership through the 501(c)(3) Non-profit Grant Program.  Ms. Abbuhl seconded the 

motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Peterson made a motion, effective November 14, 2022, to approve funding in the amount of $1,000 for 

Simsbury Youth Football and Cheer Inc. through the 501(c)(3) Non-profit Grant Program.  Ms. Abbuhl 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Peterson, Mr. Wellman, Ms. Abbuhl, and Ms. Mackstutis were in favor of the 

motion, with Ms. Goetz abstaining.  Therefore, the motion passed. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) Regular Meeting of October 24, 2022 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2022, and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

a) Memo from M. Capriola, re:  Administrative Approval of PGP, dated November 9, 2022 – there was 

no discussion at this time. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

a) Executive Session per General Statutes Section 1-200(6)(b), Strategy and Negotiations of a Pending 

Claim and/or Litigations:  Cavanaugh Claim under the Worker’s Compensation Act 

 

Mr. Peterson made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session per General Statutes 1-200(6)(b), Strategy and 

Negotiations of a Pending Claim and/or Litigation:  Cavanaugh Claim under the Worker’s Compensation Act, 

at 7:57 p.m. and to include Ms. Capriola.   Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

ADJOURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion to adjourn from Executive Session at 8:05p.m.   Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Ms. Abbuhl made a motion to adjourn at 8:06p.m.   Ms. Goetz seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Radocchio 

Clerk 

 

 

  


