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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Simsbury Public Library, 

725 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT.  Present were:  First Selectman Wendy Mackstutis; Deputy First 

Selectman Amber Abbuhl; Board members:  Heather Goetz, Sean Askham, Sean Askham and Chris Peterson.  

Others in attendance included: Town Manager Maria E. Capriola; Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby; and 

other interested parties. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

a) Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding Whether the Town of Simsbury Should Permit 

or Prohibit the Retail Sale of Cannabis within its Town Borders 

 

 •  Members of the Public may address the Board of Selectmen live in-person or they may email 

townofsimsbury-ct.gov by 12:00 noon on November 23, 2022 to register to address the Board of 

Selectmen live through Zoom.   Alternatively, members of the public may email statements to 

townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov by 12:00 noon on November 23, 2022 to have their comments read into 

the record at the hearing 

 

Ms. Mackstutis said there have been two Zoning Commission hearings on the cannabis issue with another one 

on December 5, 2022.   There will not be any action taken on this issue tonight.  This hearing is just to receive 

public comment on the issue. There is a six month moratorium in place right now with the Zoning Commission, 

which will go to May 20, 2023. 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, said she was against the sale and distribution of cannabis, especially due to 

health and mental health risks.  There are serious consequences when using cannabis.  She said to look at the 

Colorado impact data. 

 

Tom Turner, 11 Barnard Drive, said we have a representative form of government and we also have the public 

way in.  He suggested that the Board of Selectmen obtain the widest possible view of consensus on this issue 

and consider the referendum route.  He and his wife obtained signatures for a referendum. At least ¾ of the 

people agreed to sign the petition and to have a referendum on this matter.                    

 

Barry Kline, 4 Bob White Way, said he has lived in Weatogue for 30 years.  There was a time when we tried to 

keep drug dealers out of our town and now we are looking at letting them do business here.  There has always 

been a difference between what is profitable and what is right.  We need to do what is right and vote to keep the 

sale of drugs out of our town. 

 

Tim Maher, 3 Saw Mill Road, said he agreed with all who have spoken.  We all know the danger of drugs and 

what they can do to our children.  He agrees with having a referendum vote and he feels strongly the vote would 

be against cannabis. 

 

Ryan Schorr, 206 Firetown Road, said in 2005 he had severe anxiety and anorexia.  He used THC but it didn’t 

work.  Then he started to smoke cannabis in small amounts and received a positive effect. This was very illegal 
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and unpredictable and sometimes dangerous. In 2009 he formed a student chapter of NORML, which didn’t 

promote getting high.  He said it was formed to discontinue imprisoning those who use cannabis personally and 

responsibly and to provide safe access for those who chose to use it.  He wants safe access to use this with 

proper facilities and storage, etc.  

 

James Staab, 440 Firetown Road, said he agrees with the two previous speakers.  He is for it.  It is 2022 and it is 

crazy to look at it like this, especially with all the liquor stores. We shouldn’t look at it that way.   

 

Hillary Staab, 440 Firetown Road, also agrees with previous speakers. She said she went to the meeting on 

extending the moratorium and thought it was crazy that the other two items were for liquor licenses.  It’s 2022 

and the science is there.  She supports the new business and tax revenues. 

 

David Johnson, 21 Stillwood Chase, said he agrees with the comments made about Denver as it has totally 

changed the landscape there.  This is not going to help our youth in town.  He feels there should be a 

referendum vote not in the spring but in an election time in 2024.  There are many more problems in this town 

to deal with. 

 

Dave Moore, 18 Bob White Way, said he is against prohibition but does agree with referendum vote.  He feels 

it will pass either in May or during an election vote.  He wants the Boards to listen to what the people want. 

 

Lou George, 945 Hopmeadow Street, a lawyer for Curaleaf said they don’t do retail sales, it should be left to the 

community on what they want to do about that.  They have no desire to sell adult recreational use products in 

Simsbury.  They are cultivators and producers and provide production throughout the State.  They are 

concerned that any action taken should consider an existing business that is a good citizen and provide language 

necessary to protect their ongoing interests.  Their interest should be protected and allows them to continue with 

their preset licenses. 

 

Dr. Mike Williams, 965 Hopmeadow Street, loves the Town and feels the approval of cannabis will change the 

image/brand of the Town.  Financial benefits from it really isn’t a positive aspect for the Town.  We need to 

look at the positive and/or negative effects of cannabis.  He doesn’t think this is a good idea. 

 

Ann Metzger, 8 Homestead Road, said she heard that many residents are against this.  They love the Town’s 

character, education and safety.  It’s a great place to raise a family.  Our taxes and values of the Town speak 

highly of it and should be considered. 

 

Lori Boyko, 15 Oakhurst Road, said she has done research.  In 2013 when marijuana was legalized in Colorado 

studies were done for decision making.  Traffic deaths were increased by 138% with the use of marijuana.  She 

gave other information on usage in Colorado. She said there is a difference between decriminalizing, legalizing 

and actively promoting the sale of marijuana in town.  The location is also bad as it is near a movie theatre and 

McDonalds.  We will not be able to keep it away from kids.  She would like to see some affirmative reasons in 

favor of doing this.  We can approve it later but can’t “put the Jeanne back in the bottle.”  

 

Alexander Pepe, 53 Seminary Road, said he is a licensed clinical social worker.  He thinks people here have 

their minds made up on this issue.  There is a lot of alcohol sold in Town and that destroyed his life.  He is in 

recovery now; raising a family, paying taxes, and voting.  He uses cannabis which helps him cope with life. He 

wanted to know where the evidence is not to have cannabis. He also wants to know the ages of the people 

voting on this issue as they are probably all set in their ways. 
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Annette Aubert, 54 Seminary Road, said she is an occupational therapist in a nursing facility.  She sees a lot of 

alcoholic people and works with withdrawals, balance and moods of people.  She said cannabis is a great 

alternative from alcohol and is in support of it.  

 

Kelsey Aldrich, 21 Riverside Road, said she is opposed to the dispensary in Town.  Many towns have banned 

the sale of cannabis and that would increase people coming here to get it. She feels cannabis is fairly new and 

we are still trying to figure out regulations on it.  She feels we need to learn more about this issue before 

deciding. 

 

Mike Paine, 72 Holcomb Street, said he does have concerns with recreational cannabis.  He has no problem 

with medical marijuana.  He said there is no current test that lets employers know if employees are currently 

high or not.   The law really isn’t done well.  We need to give the Police Department better tools to use on 

cannabis.  We need more understanding of the product before approving.  He just doesn’t feel it’s the right thing 

to do right now. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis read a letter from Peter Arango, 26 Woodlot Road, saying they had moved back from Oregon 

where the cannabis industry invaded the region forcing small agricultural businesses to sell.  They saw small 

villages that sought the bounty from the discrepancies attract customers from towns that didn’t have permits.  

This industry also takes a lot of water seasonally. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis read a letter from Cynthia Carrey, 36 Old Mill Court, who supports the retail sale of cannabis 

out by the airport.  She would rather get the tax benefit in our Town. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis read a letter from Nancy and Jeff Dornenburg, 225 Old Farms Road, said they are in strong 

support of the retail sale of cannabis in Simsbury which will not only increase tax revenue but increase traffic to 

a variety of businesses in Town.  This will infuse much needed money to our economy.  They are confident that 

Simsbury can find an appropriate site for this legal cannabis sales.  The potential benefits out-way any 

disadvantages.  

 

Ms. Goetz read a letter from Melissa Brett, 77 Seminary Road, who said is a 32 year resident.  She is the co-

owner of Welden Hardware.  She feels like there was little notice for the public to discuss this issue during the 

first twelve months after the state gave towns options to sell recreational cannabis.  This issue should be front 

and center for residents to express their opinions for the next few months.  She feels the Town missed an 

opportunity at the November 8, 2022 elections to vote on this topic.  She feels the town would have to add town 

staff to keep residents, businesses and visitors safe.  She feels the Town should get direct feedback from MA 

before doing anything.  She has several questions that need to be answered before a yay or nay vote. 

 

Mr. Wellman read a letter from Lisa Gray, 120 Old Canal Way, wanted to add some things to think about on 

this issue.  She read a book called “Smoke Screen, What the Marijuana Industry Doesn’t Want You to Know.”  

There are ten times more daily users today then there was during the Clinton administration.  There are also 

many more hospitalizations.  Cannabis can be 99% more potent now.  Look at all the issues in Colorado.  Youth 

will get this cannabis if brought into Simsbury.  State inspectors are understaffed also.  She doesn’t feel we 

should rush into this without understanding the consequences.  

 

Mr. Peterson read a letter from Sylvia Ho, 6 Sagamore Drive, urged the Board of Selectmen to prohibit the 

retail sale of cannabis in Simsbury.  She knows cannabis is legal and it has many benefits to people with 

medical or mental issues, but doesn’t feel it should be sold in a retail setting in a community of families.  She is 
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concerned about our youth.  She gave links where more information could be obtained.  She said there are no 

porn shops in Town, the movie theatres don’t show porn movies, and so we shouldn’t have a cannabis shop. 

 

Mr. Askham read a letter from John Verbeke, 318 Old Farms Way, said it is inevitable that cannabis will be 

removed from the Federal 1 controlled substance list.  He feels cannabis is no more harmful than alcohol or 

cigarettes.  He feels it is logical to regulate cannabis like those products.  He thinks the Town should allow 

distribution and receive the tax benefits. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl read a letter from Robert Rothenberg, 126 Hopmeadow Street, is in support of a marijuana 

dispensary in Simsbury.  He is a family physician who has witnessed benefits of the use of marijuana.   

 

Ms. Abbuhl read a letter from Morgan Murphy, 34 Hopmeadow Street, and Sr. Compliance Manager for 

Curaleaf CT who produces cannabis in Simsbury.  He is a strong promoter of retail sales and he can attest to 

peacefulness and happiness it maintains in the community.  He is confident they can successfully stay in 

Simsbury if given the opportunity.  He can guarantee security measures will be followed.  There will be good 

employment opportunities for people here also.  If anyone has any safe access questions, he said to contact him 

personally.   

 

Ms. Mackstutis said cannabis is legal in CT.  This all started with Zoning last year.  We have gone through a 

couple of new boards and new staff during this process and we are going to get facts based on comments heard 

tonight.  She doesn’t know the next steps yet as there are several options. The referendum option would need to 

be discussed with legal counsel and would only be able to be handled by petition.  There will be more to come 

on this issue. 

 

Mr. Peterson said there is some confusion if Zoning takes action before the Board of Selectmen, in the 

affirmative, and an application is made.  Their action shouldn’t prevent the Board of Selectmen to prevent 

further discussion on this issue.  There are a few other questions that would require legal counsel as well. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. after receiving all comments.  Mr. Peterson 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 

•  Participants can address the Board of Selectmen in person at the meeting 

•  Email townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov by 12:00 noon on Monday, November 28, 2022 to register to 

address the Board of Selectmen live through Zoon 

•  Written comments can be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov,   Written comments will not be 

read into the record, but forwarded to all Selectmen via email 

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, spoke about lights on in the parking lot now that it is eastern standard time, bad 

morale in Police Department, the Planning Department problems, the Compliance Officer, Town Manager, and 

biking on sidewalks with the walkers and other issues. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Mackstutis, First Selectman, reviewed her First Selectman’s report. 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Capriola, Town Manager, reviewed her Town Manager’s report. 

 

LIAISION AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a) Personnel – there was no report at this time. 

b) Finance – there was no report at this time. 

c) Public Safety – Mr. Askham said there will be a meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  One item to 

discuss is on the sidewalk petition over by Grist Mill and crossing over to West Street. 

d) Board of Education – there was no report at this time. 

 

Ms. Abbuhl thanked everyone for their donations to the Simsbury Food Pantry – the bin was overflowing.  She 

said they are continuing to take donations and there are other ways to help donate to different projects.  She said 

to contact Social Services if you wish to help. 

 

Ms. Goetz said the Library is also accepting donations of new items as well.  

 

Mr. Wellman said the Board of Selectmen set aside $22,000 for data collection for the DEI Council.  They 

interviewed a few consultants and settled on Data Haven.   There will be areas of focus with possible policy 

areas to help make the Town a more welcoming place. 

 

Mr. Askham said he had discussion with the First Selectman and Town Manager about SVAA and the results of 

staffing a second ambulance and a financial model.  There are no promises to fund, but they need to look at this 

and figure out the next steps. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis said there is a Finance Sub-committee meeting on Thursday.  They are hoping to finalize the 

business grant program and prescreening some asks for the budget.  SCTV will film this meeting for all to see. 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion to amend the agenda to put item c about the bleachers to after item e.  Ms. Abbuhl 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Tax Refund Request 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to approve the presented tax refunds in the amount 

of $2,549.90, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute the tax refunds.  Ms. Goetz 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

b) Simsbury Education Association (SEA) Collective Bargaining Agreement Renewal 

 

Ms. Capriola said there has been a tentative agreement reached and ultimately it now comes to the Board of 

Selectmen for final ratification.  She is recommending that it pass as this was all done in good faith.   

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to approve the three-year collective bargaining 

agreement between the Simsbury Board of Education and the Simsbury Education Association as approved at 
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the November 15, 2022 Board of Education meeting.   Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

c) Authorization of the Board of Education to Apply for a Connecticut Indoor Air Quality Grant for the 

Air Quality Improvement Project at the Squadron Line Elementary School Referral of the Project to 

the Public Building Committee and Authorization of Preparation of Schematic Drawings and 

Specifications 

 

Ms. Capriola said this was a competitive grant opportunity.  It is her understanding that eligible HVAC and air 

quality related projects would be eligible for 80% reimbursement from the State with a 20% match.  There is a 

potential project at Squadron Line Elementary School that would potentially qualify for this grant.  The High 

School project is not eligible. These motions are required by the State for this grant project.  No other 

elementary schools qualified for the grants. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, that the Board of Selectmen authorize the Town of 

Simsbury Board of Education to apply to the Commissioner of Education and to accept or reject a grant for the 

Squadron Line Elementary School Air Quality Improvement Project. 

 

And, effective November 28, 2022, that the Board of Selectmen hereby establish the permanent Public Building 

Committee as the Building Committee to the proposed Squadron Line Elementary School Air Quality 

Improvement Project.                           

 

And, effective November 28, 2022, that the Board of Selectmen authorizes the preparation of schematic 

drawings and authorize specifications for the proposed Squadron Line Elementary School Air Quality 

Improvement Project.    

 

Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

d) Amend Motions Adopted July 11, 2022 and August 8, 2022 Regarding Various Sidewalk and Multi-

Use Path Infrastructure Appropriation to Reflect Revised Costs to be Made Subject to Referendum 

Vote State Historic Preservation Office Historic Restoration Funds (HRF) Grant 

 

Ms. Capriola said to refer to page 21 of the packet which summarizes various grants that we received or were 

previously approved grants and infrastructure projects where the costs have escalated.  These granting agencies 

are making up the difference in the cost of these project. 

 

Ms. Capriola said the challenge is that if the overall supplemental appropriations for the year are in excess of 

3% we are supposed to go back to voters.  She has consulted with bond counsel and the Town attorney on this 

issue. 

 

After further explanation and a lot of discussion, Mr. Wellman made the following motions, with the correction 

on page 18 LOCIP to LOTCIP effective November 28, 2022: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Resolution of the Board of Selectmen regarding the Firetown Road Sidewalk 

Construction Project adopted under SELECTMEN ACTION (item h) be amended to read as follows: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends and approves subject to referendum vote, the 

appropriation of a grant in the amount of $1,200,000 and a Community Connectivity Grant Program Grant in 
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the amount of $594,000 for the aggregate grant appropriation of $1,794,000, for the Firetown Road Sidewalk 

Construction project. 

 

RESOLVED, that the Resolution of the Board of Selectmen regarding the North End Sidewalk Construction 

Project be adopted August 8, 3022 under SELECTMEN ACTION (item i) be amended to read as follows: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends and approves, subject to referendum vote, that the 

appropriation of grants in the amount of $913,072.12 in addition to a prior appropriation of $810,000 for the 

aggregate grant application of 1,723,072.12 for the North End Sidewalk Construction project. 

 

RESOLVED, that the Resolution of the Board of Selectmen regarding the Tariffville-Bloomfield Multi-use 

Path project adopted July 11, 2022 under SELECTMEN ACTION (item d) be amended to read as follows: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommend and approve, subject to referendum vote,            

appropriated $1,020,000 for the aggregate grant appropriation of $2,274,2000, for the Tariffville-Bloomfield 

Multi-use Path project. 

 

Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

It was noted that this is why the charter needs to be opened up so that we can reflect what we really want said.  

Also, the public will need notice of this change.  This issue should never happen again. 

 

e) Reallocation of Funds from Simsbury High School Air Conditioning Project to the Simsbury High 

School Bleacher Project 

 

Ms. Capriola said recently the Board of Ed bid on the bleacher project came in over budget.  However, the High 

School HVAC project came in under budget.  They would like to take those savings and put it to the bleacher 

project.  This way we are not asking for additional funds or asking for more tax money. 

 

After discussion, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to increase the appropriation for 

the Simsbury High School bleacher project by $345,000 funded by capital project transfers from savings from 

the Simsbury High School air conditioning project.  Ms. Goetz seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

f) State Historic Preservation Office Historic Restoration Fund (HRF) Grant 

 

Ms. Capriola said we already have grant commitments from the State Office of Historic Preservation to help 

towards restoring some of the tobacco barns.  We are working on structural analysis now and the cost to restore 

the barns is substantial.  We are eligible for another grant for this project but permission is needed to apply for 

another grant.  There is a local match required but they have some ideas on how to handle this. 

 

After discussion, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to authorize submittal of a grant 

application for the State Historic Preservation Office Historic Restoration Fund Grant for Meadowood Barns.  

Ms. Abbuhl seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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g) Board of Selectmen 2023 Regular Meeting Schedule 

 

Ms. Capriola went through the proposed changes in the schedule.   

  

Ms. Goetz made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to approve the Board of Selectmen 2023 Regular 

Meeting Schedule as presented.  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

 

a) Resignation from the Juvenile Review Board 

 

Mr. Wellman made a motion, effective November 28, 2022, to posthumously acknowledge the resignation of 

Marilyn Rotondo as a member of the Juvenile Review Board. Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) Regular Meeting of November 14, 2022 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of November 14, 2022, and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.   Mr. Wellman seconded the motion.  All were 

in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Radocchio 

Clerk 


