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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 P.M. in the Main 

Meeting Room of the Simsbury Town Offices. 

 

Present: Deputy First Selectman, Amber Abbuhl; Board Members: Sean Askham, Heather Goetz, 

Chris Peterson, and Eric Wellman; Interim Town Manager, Nicholas J. Boulter; Acting Deputy 

Town Manager, Tom Fitzgerald; Director of Planning and Community Development, George 

McGregor; Director of Public Works/Town Engineer, Tom Roy; Director of Simsbury Public 

Library, Lisa Karim; and other interested parties.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING  

 

Ms. Abbuhl invited the community to speak on the proposed amendment that they are making to 

the Town Code Chapter 141-30, allowing tax credits for the elderly and eternally disabled related 

to sewer fees, the same as they do for tax abatement. 

 

No one spoke.   

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to close the public hearing for the proposed amendment 

to town code Chapter 141-30. Mr. Askham seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

(5-0-0). 

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion, to amend the agenda to move Selectmen Action item i) 

Proposed Amendments to the Tax Credit for the Elderly Relief (Chapter 141-30) to this point 

in the meeting. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0). 

 

i). Proposed Amendments to the Tax Credit for Elderly Relief (Chapter 141-30). 

 

Ms. Abbuhl stated that on September 28, 2022, the Water Pollution Control Authority Committee 

agreed to authorize the implementation of elderly relief for sewer use fees is allowed under the 

Connecticut state statutes. The proposed changes would allow the WPCA to bring these 

adjustments to Sewer Use Billing to provide affordability to eligible elderly customers.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion, effective May 8, 2023, to adopt the proposed 

amendments to the tax Credit for Elderly Relief Chapter 141-30, as presented, which shall be 

effective 21 days after publication in the newspaper having circulation within the town of 

Simsbury. Further moved to authorize the summary of the adopted words be published. Ms. Goetz 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  
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PUBLIC AUDIENCE  

 

• Participants can address the Board of Selectmen in person at the meeting.  

• Written comments can be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov. Written comments 

will not be read into the record but forwarded to all Selectmen via email.  

 

Joan Coe, 26 Whitcomb Drive, stated her concerns about the interim period of town management, 

and the police force. She discussed the ways in which town spending impacts various aspects of 

residents’ lives.  

 

Lori Boyko, 15 Oakhurst Road, expressed that the town spending is not reflective of the values 

and needs for all socioeconomic demographics. She stated that because of the current budget her 

property tax is going up 35%, greatly compromising her finances for other necessities.   

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wellman, to amend the agenda to add 

the grant application that is related to the community farm as Selectmen Action j). The motion 

carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

PRESENTATION 

 

a) Aging and Disability Commission Age Friendly Survey Results 

 

Ms. Beatty stated that in 2019 Simsbury became the 329th town in the country, and the fourth in 

Connecticut, to sign onto the multi-year process of becoming an AARP Age Friendly Community, 

an affiliate of the World Health Organization’s program.  

 

She stated that the WHO has identified 8 domains of livability that influence the health and life of 

older adults: outdoor spaces and buildings, transportation, housing, social participation, respect 

and social inclusion, work and civic participation, communication and information, and 

community and health services. Simsbury is now in step 2 of the process, assessing these 8 

domains.  

 

She stated that 674 responses were received. Only slightly more than 11% of the 65+ population, 

about 8% of the population over 50, and 4% of those ages 54-65. 71% of those responding were 

65 or older. 26% rated Simsbury as a good place for people as they age at a 5 (being the best), 37% 

rated it a 4. Although many felt that they were respected as an older person, there was a yearning 

to be more social and more involved in the community, with transportation being an obstacle. 29% 

envisioned a future requiring them to be in an unpaid caregiving relationship. When asked, from 

15 provided possible choices, what would be needed for a better experience the most notable 

answers were 22% said sidewalks and trails that are accessible and in good condition, 21% said 

more affordable housing, 20% said separate pathways for bicycles and pedestrians, 18% said well-

maintained public buildings (library, senior center, town hall, etc.), and 16% additional 

transportation options.  

 

 

 

mailto:townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov
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When asked what was successful in creating a great community for seniors the responses were: 

safety, community, friendly atmosphere, the library, parks, open spaces, activities, recreation, 

restaurants, town services, and the beauty of the town and its location.  

 

When asked what could be improved the responses were: transportation, taxes, affordability, single 

-level housing, development, traffic, senior center facilities, and lack of diversity and inclusivity.  

 

Ms. Yeisley explained that because the survey was conducted under the approval of the previous 

Board of Selectmen, AARP needs a letter of commitment from the current leadership for the 

application to be active.  

 

She stated that the next goal is to create an action plan with some focus groups to figure out the 

most precedent and important needs.  

  

 Proclamation for Bike Awareness Month 

 

The Board of Selectmen read the Proclamation for Bike Awareness Month with key points being: 

Simsbury is Connecticut’s first bicycle-friendly community, and bicycle-friendly communities 

have been shown to improve the health and quality of life of its residents; The town is attractive 

to businesses and residents who enjoy safe outdoor recreation, offers sustainable transportation, 

and contributes to economic development; the Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee serves 

the town’s public schools, parks and recreation, police department, public library, and various 

companies and civic groups who will be promoting bicycling during the month of May 2023; and 

Bike Month Awareness helps promote tourism and bicycle safety.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Askham, to make effective May 8th, 

2023, that the Board adopt the Proclamation for Bike Awareness Month as presented. The motion 

carried unanimously. (5-0-0). 

 

Debbie Thibodeau of the Simsbury BPAC listed the various bike-related upcoming events. May 

is Bike to the Simsbury Library Month, Bike/Walk to School Days start with Latimer Lane School 

on May 12th, Tootin’ Hills School on May 16th, and Squadron Line School on June 5th. Adult and 

children mountain biking classes are being offered through the Simsbury Public, Culture, and 

Recreation. Bike safety education classes are taking place in Simsbury Public Schools’ Physical 

Education curriculum in the fourth grades, and for the first time at Henry James Memorial School. 

Valley Cycling is hosting a Cystic Fibrosis Cycle for Life Charity Ride, beginning May 13th. 

National Bike to Work Day is May 19th. The Board of Selectmen Community Ride is being 

scheduled for late May. Farmington Valley Youth Cycling has an annual Breakaway Benefit 

Cycling Festival June 3rd, in Bolton, CT. The next Bike/Pedestrian Advocates meeting is June 15th 

from 5-7 P.M. at the Red Stone Pub.  

 

Ms. Thibodeau congratulated the Simsbury Public Library for receiving the Connecticut Library 

Association Excellence in Public Library Service Award in recognition for their bike-friendly 

initiatives including their Book Bike, Bike-Friendly Business Award, and many bike-themed 

events.  
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Ms. Thibodeau congratulated Mitchell Auto Group for receiving their Bike-Friendly Business 

Award at the Gold-Level.  

 

Ms. Thibodeau congratulated the Granby-Simsbury Chamber of Commerce for receiving their 

Bicycle-Friendly Business Award at the Bronze-Level.  

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Abbuhl stated that the First Selectman’s Report will be sent to Board members via email.  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Boulter, reviewed the Town Manager’s Report. 

 

SELECTMEN LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Economic Development Commission  

 

Ms. Goetz reported that the Main Street Partnership assisted ISCC for their fundraiser for cancer 

with Scott Hamilton. It was a sold-out show, raising $50,000 for research and are ready for next 

year.  

 

The MSP gathered restaurant owners to discuss their stance on the mobiles and turf draft by the 

Zoning Commission. Town staff are now working on an updated draft to commission based on 

that feedback. They are working with Lion’s Den on their wine permit and the Riverview on their 

new upper sign.  

 

The MSP, along with Senator Seminara, Representative Osborne, and First Selectwoman 

Mackstutis celebrated Necker’s Toyland 75th Anniversary on May 6th.  

 

Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion Council  

 

Mr. Wellman reported that the DEI is hosting an affordable housing forum at Henry James 

Memorial 5:30 -8:30 P.M.  

 

Ms. Abbuhl thanked the Public Works Department, Parks and Recreation Department, and town 

staff for making the Earth Day Town Clean Up a huge success. Paine’s donated dumpster and 

recycling bins.  

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Tax Refund Requests 

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to approve the presented 

tax refunds in the amount of $1,939.68, and to authorize Interim Town Manager, Nicholas J. 
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Boulter, to execute tax refunds. Ms. Goetz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

(5-0-0).  

 

b) Hartford Foundation for Public Giving Grant Basic Human Needs Grant 

 

 Ms. Abbuhl stated that the grant is for $6,000 that would be used to purchase fresh produce for                      

distribution at the monthly “Cheese Day” program with the food pantry.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to submit a grant 

application and to authorize the Interim Town Manager, Nicholas J. Boulter, to execute the grant 

application. In the event the grant is awarded the following motion would be in order: to move to  

 

accept the grant, and authorize the Interim Town Manager to execute all documents related to grant 

work. Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

c) Simsbury Public Library Grant Application to CT Humanities in Support of the 

Simsbury History and Culinary Storytelling Program 

 

Ms. Karim stated that the program would focus on the four restaurants in town that are in historic 

buildings (Metro Bis, Abigail’s, Millwright’s, and the 1820 House). They have the commitment 

from Chef Prosperi of Metro Bis and Chef Anderson of Millwright’s to come speak on the panel. 

They have a tentative commitment from Connecticut Public’s Seasoned Podcast crew with Chef 

Plum to moderate and record at the Library. The grant is $2,770, but there is a 1-to-1 match, so the 

grant from CT Humanities will be $1,385, and the Library contribution, which is already allocated 

program funding will be $1,385 should they be awarded the grant.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to authorize the 

Simsbury Public Library to submit a grant application to CT Humanities for $1,385 to support 

Simsbury History and Culinary Storytelling, and to authorize Interim Town Manager, Nicholas J. 

Boulter, to execute the grant application. In the event that the grant is awarded the following 

motion would be in order: to move to accept the grant, and to authorize the Interim Town Manager 

to execute all documents related to grant work.  Mr. Askham seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

d) Simsbury Public Library Grant Application to the CT State Library for the 

Creative Aging Arts Education Pilot Program 

 

Ms. Karim stated that this would be funded through the CT State Library. It’s a combination of 

partnerships between the Lifetime Arts Association, the CT Office for the Arts, and the CT 

Department of Economic Community Development for an experiential hands-on arts project and 

pilot opportunity for ten libraries within the state. They are looking at partnering with another 

neighboring library to do this opportunity. It is a playoff on the AARP Livable Communities 

Project Grant that they are currently doing with the Memory Café, that serves seniors with memory 

issue and their caregivers. The grant would offer $2,500 for the first year, and if it is successful, 

they would have to commit between $1,000-$2,000 in subsequent years to fund the artists to come 

be part of the project, and they would use their operating funds or Friends’ funds to fund that.  
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MOTION: Ms. Goetz made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to authorize the Simsbury 

Public Library to submit a grant application to the CT State Library for $2,500 for the Library to 

participate in the Creative Aging Arts Education Pilot Program, and to authorize Interim Town 

Manager, Nicholas J. Boulter, to execute the grant application. In the event that the grant is 

awarded the following motion would be in order: to move to accept the grant, and to authorize the 

Interim Town Manager to execute all documents related to grant work.  Mr. Askham seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

e) 2023 COPS Hiring Program Application 

 

Mr. Boulter stated that it’s a grant opportunity for town’s that need to hire more police officers or 

rehire ones that were laid off. It would provide the Police Department roughly $41,000 the salary 

and benefit for a new officer for a three-year period and they would be responsible for the rest of 

the compensation. The Police Department wanted to apply for two of these grants, and if the grant 

is awarded, they can defer it as far as the next fiscal year.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to authorize the Police 

Department to apply to the Department of Justice COPS Office for the 2023 COPS Hiring Program 

in the amount of up to $125,000 over a three-year funding period to help cover the salary and 

benefit cost for each new officer hired in support of increasing our community policing capacity 

and crime prevention efforts and service to the community. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

f) Alcohol Blanket Waiver Request – Apple Barn Events 

 

Ms. Abbuhl stated that the Culture, Parks, and Recreation Department has had successful “Paint 

and Sip” classes where people BYOB and paint a picture at the Apple Barn. Every time they want 

to run the program, they have to come get an approval. If any outside group wanted to use the 

Apple Barn and serve alcohol, they would have to apply.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to issue a blanket waiver 

alcohol permit for the legal possession and use of alcohol for all future Simsbury Department of 

Culture, Parks, and Recreation “Adult Recreation Program and Sip” events at the Apple Barn. Ms. 

Goetz made a motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

g) Referral to the Planning Commission pursuant to CGS 8-24 for Squadron Line 

School / Tobacco Valley Solar Easement 

 

Ms. Abbuhl stated that this easement is for a quarter of an acre part of open space that is between 

the Town and Tobacco Valley Solar. The Squadron Line School has been using that property for 

outdoor classrooms.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to refer the easement 

agreement to the Town and Tobacco Valley Solar for the use of .24-acres of open space for an 

outdoor classroom and other school activities, and to the Planning Commission for review and 
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report of section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes. Ms. Goetz seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

h) Schedule a Public Hearing for Neighborhood Assistance Act Program Proposals 

 

Ms. Abbuhl stated that they would be applying for two different programs. One would be providing 

the food pantry with additional funding, the other is funding for energy efficiency and 

improvement projects for the Simsbury Grange building. The next step would be to hold a public 

hearing regarding these proposals which would be held at the Board of Selectmen meeting on May 

22. The action tonight would be to set the public hearing and then have the program directors come 

and explain the proposal and receive any public comment.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Askham made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to set the public hearing 

to receive public comment on the proposal submitted by the Simsbury Department of Community 

and Social Services and Simsbury Grange pursuant of the 2023 CT Neighborhood Assistance Act 

Program for 6 P.M. on Monday, May 22, 2023. Mr. Wellman seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

i) Item moved and addressed.  

 

j) 2023 Agriculture Farm Viability Grant 

 

Mr. Roy stated that they recently entered into an agreement with the CT Department of Agriculture 

where they are going to help coordinate small farmers who are going to farm the land for this 

coming year. There is a lot of work that needs to be done at Community Farm, the smaller 

structures need carpentry work, there needs to be new plumbing, some replacements of chicken 

coops and such. The grant is eligible for just up to $15,000, there are about $30,000 worth of 

projects that were identified that would fit for this grant. The CT Department of Agriculture will 

take the 40% match and are willing to consider the fact that they are leasing to farmers for $1 a 

year, they will take into account the actual value of that land and apply it towards the match portion. 

They have the ability to use some of their in-kind labor and the fact that some funds have already 

been allocated for use for Community Farm this year. coming up with a $12,000 match should be 

attainable, without coming back for any additional funding.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to move, effective May 8, 2023, to authorize submission 

to the CT Department of Agriculture under the 2023 Agriculture Farm Viability Grant to fund 

repairs to the town owned Community Farm at 73 Wolcott Road, and for the Interim Town 

Manager, Nicholas J. Boulter to execute the grant application. In the event the grant is awarded 

the following motion would be in order: to move to accept the grant, and to authorize the Interim 

town manager to execute all documents related to the grant. Mr. Askham seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 

 

a) Resignations from Various Boards and Commissions 
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Ms. Abbuhl stated that Robert K. Crowther resigned from the Economic Development 

Commission and Richard Ostop resigned from Public Building Committee and Hartford Area 

Cable Television Advisory Council.  

 

MOTION: Mr. Wellman made a motion to move, retroactive to May 1, 2023, to accept the 

resignation of Robert K. Crowther as a regular member of the Economic Development 

Commission, and to move, retroactive to April 20, 2023, to accept the resignation of Richard Ostop 

as a regular member of the Hartford Area Cable Television Advisory Council, and to move, 

retroactive to April 30, 2023, to accept the resignation of Richard Ostop as a regular member of 

the Public Building Committee. Mr. Askham seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) April 17, 2023, Regular Meeting – there were no changes to the minutes, and, therefore, 

the minutes were adopted.  

 

b) April 24, 2023, Special Meeting – there were no changes to the minutes, and, therefore, 

the minutes were adopted.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

a) Memos from Maria Capriola re: public Gathering Permits, dated April 26, 2023, and May 

8th.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to CGS 1-200(6)(E): 

Discussion of Attorney Client Memo at 7:35 P.M and to invite Attorney Mike Harrington. Mr. 

Wellman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0).  

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn from Executive Session at 8:00 P.M, Mr. Wellman 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0) 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 P.M, Mr. Wellman seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously. (5-0-0) 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Amanda Blaze 

Commission Clerk 

 

 


