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      November 20, 2008 

 

Board of Selectmen 

Town of Simsbury 

 

The Performing Arts Center at Simsbury Meadows 2008 Season featured five Talcott Mountain 

Music Festival Concerts and the Sound-Off Summer Music Festival that drew paid attendance in 

excess of 21,000. From a concert attendee’s perspective, there was no evidence of the major 

changes in organization and management. The new HSO management team expressed great 

appreciation for the facilities and the personnel support of the Performing Arts Center. 

 

During 2008, the Performing Arts Center Board was created and charged with the oversight of 

the Performing Arts Center at Simsbury Meadows. Following the recommendation of a PAC 

Task Force, the Town of Simsbury staff contracted a PAC manager, Keith Distel. With guidance 

from Town staff, particularly, Culture, Parks and Recreation Director, Gerry Toner, Distel met 

the needs of the concert audiences and the concert promoters. He was hired too late in the season 

to book any additional major outside events.  

 

You have approved our request to contract with Keith Distel to manage the 2009 Season. He is 

already hard at work on landing additional major events for 2009. As will be evident from our 

2008 Financial Report, these additional events are a key to meeting our 2009 financial goals and 

to ensuring the long term success of the Performing Arts Center at Simsbury Meadows. 

 

Attached is a Financial Report covering the 2008 Season. It was prepared by John Wilcox, Asst. 

Finance Director/Asst. Treasurer, Town of Simsbury. It comprises a P & L for the year ended 

September 30, 2008 and a Balance Sheet as of September 30, 2008, together with three 

footnotes. As the Task force had surmised, there are Town contributions in-kind that, to this 

point, had not been recognized. Please see Footnote 3 for those details.  

 

In accordance with the mandate established by GASB 34, the Town of Simsbury calculates 

depreciation schedules for fixed assets. This non-cash cost is a standard accounting practice 

designed to recognize that a fixed asset normally has a declining value over its life. The PAC 

Board has established a policy that the Performing Arts Center at Simsbury Meadows will 

operate on a positive cash flow basis. That policy means that operations will not be expected to 

generate real cash income to offset depreciation. Depreciation is used an indicator of residual life 

of the PAC assets. See Footnote 3 for the GASB 34 depreciation table. 

 

The challenge before the PAC Board and the Manager is to find ways to cover these costs in 

presenting a 2009 season of entertainment. 

 

David R. Ryan 

Chairman 

Performing Arts Center Board
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