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SIMSBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
Monday, October 17, 2011
PRESENT: Bert Kaplan, Diane Madigan, Gail Ryan, Joy Himmelfarb, Marianne 
O’Neil, Anne Erickson, Susan Bullock, Director and Eileen Sickinger, 
Recording Secretary.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by J. Himmelfarb, Vice-Chair.
MINUTES: M. O’Neil moved the September 19, 2011 minutes be approved with 
one spelling correction: Veteran’s. Second: B. Kaplan. The minutes were 
approved as corrected.
PUBLIC AUDIENCE: Diane Fiske and David Blume, candidates for the Library 
Board.
COMMUNICATIONS:  A sympathy note will be sent to Richard Sawitzke on the 
passing of his father.
REPORTS: Friends: No report

Personnel: M. O’Neil moved that, if needed, the Board go 
into executive session at the conclusion of the meeting to discuss 
personnel issues. Second: D. Madigan. So moved.

Decorating: No report      Building: No report    
Landscaping: No report

Parking: No new information on the proposed additional 
parking spaces.
CHAIR’S REPORT: None
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Mrs. Bullock shared the staff’s and Director’s goals for 
2011/12. Staff members are attending in-service time when they are 
scheduled to be working. Financial restraints prevent non-scheduled staff 
to attend. 
It was suggested that managing the budget to meet the bottom line be added 
to the goals.
The staff has requested clarification on a smoking policy on Library 
property, particularly in the covered areas by the upper and lower 
entrances. It seems smoke comes into the building from the book drop on the 
upper level and through the entrance by the Children’s Room on the lower 
level. CT State statute guidelines set a “reasonable” distance from a 
building for smokers. Mrs. Bullock will look into any related policy at 
Town Hall and other town buildings.
A letter to the Director and Library Board from staff members was 
discussed. It appears staff members are concerned about public meetings 



that run after normal library operating hours and whose responsibility it 
is to be sure the building is secured when the last person leaves. Mrs. 
Bullock will discuss this with staff and will speak with Mark Rustic about 
the duties of the janitor who is on duty in the evening. There is no system 
in place for the staff to know when a janitor arrives since there is no set 
schedule for his arrival time because he may be working in another building 
prior to coming to the Library.

Mrs. Bullock shared a copy of the policy of the Middletown Library on 
respectful communications and interaction in the workplace. A goal of the 
staff for 2011/12 is interacting well with the public. She will share the 
Middletown policy with the staff.
Statistics were reviewed. Since the building was closed one extra day in 
September circulation dipped.
BUDGET: So far the budget is on target. A meeting with the Board of 
Selectmen prior to the preparation for next year’s budget was suggested. It 
is hoped this will help clarify what impact any changes in the budget will 
have on the Library.
Universal Class – a 500 on-line class program will start on Monday. Friends 
have picked up the cost for one year. The public will be notified and 
directions on how to participate will be on the Library’s website.
The rental time for TV CDs is still being reviewed.
Mrs. Bullock had some personnel issues to discuss with the Board and at 
this time Mrs. Ryan moved the Board go into executive session. Second: D. 
Madigan. So moved. The Board went into executive session and at 9:20 P.M. 
Mrs. O’Neil moved the Board return from executive session and adjourn. 
Second: Mr. Kaplan. So moved. The meeting was adjourned.

Anne Erickson, Recording Secretary
 


