SIMSBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING – March 16, 2015
Minutes are subject to approval by the Board of Trustees at their next meeting.
PRESENT: Marianne O’Neil, Gail Ryan, Polly Rice, Chris Morkan and Anne Erickson, Lisa Karim, Director and Eileen Sickinger, Recording Secretary, George Boissard, Friends Liaison
MINUTES: Mrs. Rice moved the minutes of the March 23, 2015 meeting be amended to show correct name, Joan Nagy. Second: Mrs. Erickson. The minutes were approved as amended.
COMMUNICATIONS: Ms. Karim received a thank you note from the staff of the Newington Library who recently visited Simsbury’s library.
REPORTS: Friends: Mr. Boissard reported that the staff’s Volunteer Recognition Tea will be held on April 8th from 8:30-9:30 A.M. and this year will be chaired by the Children’s Department.
· Friends Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 6th with author Richard Russo as the guest speaker.
·  Chris Kelly will host the Night of a Thousand Stars on April 23rd. 
· A table and tent has been purchased to be used for outdoor events.  
CHAIR’S REPORT: Mrs. O’Neil thanked all those who attended the budget workshop and especially Ms. Karim and staff who prepared the presentation.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ms. Karim reviewed the statistics for the last month. She shared an outline of the events scheduled for the Innovators’ Fair on April 25th.
· While the website is still a work in progress, it should be ready soon.
· Mrs. Ryan noted that the library at Loomis Chaffee School has an area similar to what is being considered for the new teen area and suggested a visit be made to the school to view it.
· Concerns over cuts being considered in the proposed State budget were discussed. These cuts could be catastrophic to all libraries in the state if the budget passes.  April 15th has been designated Advocacy Day at the Capital and members were urged to attend. 
 Innovators’ Workshop: The Innovators’ Fair is scheduled for April 25th with events going on all around town.
Budget: Ms. Karim reviewed current line items with an explanation of any changes.
Temperature Policy: Spurred by a recent drop in the buildings temperature Ms. Karim noted that currently there is no policy in place for when the heat drops to a dangerously low level. Following discussion and a review of the State statue regarding this, Mr. Morkan moved that the decision whether to close the facility due to an emergency basis will be left to the discretion of the Library Director or her/his designee. Second: Mrs. Ryan. The motion passed unanimously.
Program Room Use Policy:  It appears that the current policy is not business friendly when businesses make a request to reserve a room. The policy was reviewed and Ms. Karim will look into the rental rates at other town facilities that businesses can use and, also, inquire as to whether town groups are charged to use these facilities as the Library has been when using another town facility.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acknowledgement of Friends Capital Support: Friends continues to support the Library in numerous ways and at this time Mrs. Ryan moved that the Board express their deep appreciation to the Friends of the Library for their capital support in the amount of $12,142.61 for fiscal year 2013-2014. Second: Mrs. Rice. The motion passed unanimously.
At 7:45 P.M. Mr. Morkan moved for adjournment. Second: Mrs. Erickson. The meeting adjourned. 

Eileen Sickinger, Secretary Pro Tempore
