Town of Simsbury
Aging and Disability Commission

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 – 7:00 P.M.
Eno Memorial Hall, Simsbury, CT

Draft Meeting Minutes 

Ed LaMontagne, Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Youth Room, Eno Memorial Hall, Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury.

Present:, Victor Bible, Kathie Fallon, Michael Jennings, Ed LaMontagne, Mary Ellen Long, Mona Martinik, Mark Orenstein, Mary Lou Patrina, Lynn Veith, Diana Yeisley, Arlene Zappile, Ron Zappile, Kathleen Marschall, (Senior Center Coordinator), Cheryl Cook (Board of Selectmen Liaison)  

Excused: Grace Comeau, Mona Herman, Marvin Koff, Charlotte Steptoe, Nate Picarelli-Kombert, John Romano

Pledge of Allegiance

PUBLIC AUDIENCE: None

GUESTS: None

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS:
Cheryl Cooke, Board of Selectman liaison
Mary Lou Patrina, new alternate member replacing Peggy Shanks 

Vic Bible and Arlene Zappile were elevated to regular members for this meeting.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  
The meeting minutes of November 19, 2013 were approved.

PROGRAM/SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
·   Souper Tuesday
· Next Souper Tuesday event is scheduled for March 11th.
· Mr. LaMontagne and Ms. Yeisley will pursue sponsorships for the March, April, May and June Souper Tuesday events.

SENIOR CENTER REPORT
· Ms. Marschall reported that, in conjunction with AARP and the library; volunteers will be completing tax returns beginning Thursday February 6th from 9:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m.  
· Reserved seating is available for the high school production of Les Miserables with a VIP pass.
· Monday, February 24th seniors are invited to attend a boy’s basketball game preceded by dinner.
· Senior Center assistant position has been posted and applications are being accepted. 

STUDENT LIAISON REPORT
No report was provided.
Mr. LaMontagne will be meeting with the student liaison to update him on past and future student /senior programs.
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VETERANS’ LIAISON REPORT
No report was provided.
Mr. LaMontagne and Mr. Romano will meet to discuss opportunities for future endeavors.  

BOARD OF SELECTMAN LIAISON REPORT
·  Pastor Woody Eddins proposed a Community for Care Committee be established for the Town to include: schools, religious organizations police, and community members to assist in dealing with persons with mental health and substance abuse issues. The committee will be compiling resources of mental health and substance abuse resources.
· Budget workshops have been scheduled at Town Hall. The schedule is posted on the town website.
· Talcott Mountain announced their summer concert schedule.      

OLD BUSINESS 
Senior/Community Center Update 
The town received $204,000.00 in state bonding to pay for the design phase for the 3 proposed sites.  A Senior Center Sub Committee was appointed by the Board of Selectman.  Twenty two members were appointed.   
Dorsett Crossing Update 
Ground has been broken and construction has begun. A ceremony will be scheduled in the near future.
· Seniors Job Bank 
The job bank has been established.  There will be a meeting this Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at Eno to provide details of the program.

NEW BUSINESS 
· Nominating Committee Report
Ms. Fallon proposed the following slate of officers: 
      Ed LaMontagne, Chair
      Charlotte Steptoe, Vice Chair
      Lynn Veith, Clerk
A motion was made by Mark Orenstein to approve the slate. Ron Zappile seconded the motion.  The motion was passed with Mr. LaMontagne and Ms. Veith abstaining

Affordable Housing Plan
       Mr. LaMontagne made a proposal for the Commission to approve a request that the Board 
       of Selectman approve an Affordable Housing Statement as well as to develop an Affordable    
       Housing Plan.
A lengthy discussion was held and it was decided to table this proposal.

· Age-Friendly Town Proposal
Mr. LaMontagne made a proposal to develop a guide to help the Town of Simsbury see itself from the perspective of older people, in order to identify where and how it can be more age friendly.
A lengthy discussion was held and it was decided to table this proposal

· Accessibility Issues
· Simsbury Bank – Hopmeadow Street Branch
        Mr. Jennings reported that the Simsbury Bank double entrance doors do not have push button openers.  Mr. LaMontagne will be following up with the bank.
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· McDonalds – RT 44
Ms Martinik reported that McDonalds has been renovated and all of the handicapped parking is on one side of the building while the handicapped entrance is on the other side of the building.  She and Mike Jennings will follow up.

· Ms. Y reported that she has experienced numerous violations of handicapped parking at Squadron Line and Henry James schools.  

She also reported that the students of Henry James Memorial School will be presenting a sensory friendly matinee of Shriek on April 5th. 

· Connecticut I/DD Legislative Caucus
A Connecticut Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Committee has been established. Several area State Representatives have signed on to be part of the caucus, which will look at issues families face supporting children with I/DD.

· NCRMHB Update
· The Annual Legislative Breakfast will be held at the LOB on March 18th. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
· A letter was sent to Ms. Lecours-Beck endorsing the purchase of a new Dial A Ride bus
· A letter was sent to Ms. Glassman requesting $1,500.00 be allocated for the Aging &    
   Disability Commission for FY 15. 

ADJOURNMENT
· A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Zappile and seconded by     
   Ms. Martinik. The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.


NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February 18, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Youth Room, ENO Memorial Hall



Respectfully Submitted,

Lynn Veith

Lynn R. Veith
Clerk

