
Town of
Simsbury

933 HOPMEADOW STREET P.O. BOX 495 SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
AGENDA SUBMISSION FORM

1. Title of submission: Tariffville Water Storage Tank Replacement Project

2. Date of submission: 3/17/2016

3. Date of Board Meeting: 3/28/2016

4. Individual or Entity making the submission (Please include complete contact
information. The identified individual(s) should be prepared to present information
to the Board of Selectmen at the Board Meeting): Woodard & Curran, Inc. on behalf
of the Tariffville Fire District Water Commission, will present the information to the Board
of Selectmen. Contact Jay Sheehan at 860-265-6385 or Shelby Beauchemin at 860-253-
2221 for additional information. Woodard & Curran, 1699 King Street, Suite 406, Enfield,
CT 06082

5. Action requested of the Board of Selectmen (Acceptance of gift, creation of
reserve, approval of contract, information only, etc. Be as specific as possible
with respect to the desired action of the Board.):
The Individual or Entity making the submission requests that the Board of Selectmen:
Review the attached letter and recommend the project to the Planning Commission.

6. Summary of Submission (Include in your summary (i) relevant dates and timelines;
(ii) parties involved; (iii) a description of financial terms and conditions specifically
identifying the financial exposure/commitment of the Town of Simsbury; (iv)
whether or not contracts, licenses and other legal documents have been reviewed
by the Town’s counsel; and (v) other information that will inform the Board of
Selectmen’s consideration of your submission. Include any additional information
in an attached memorandum.): Please see attached letter.



7. Financial Impact (Include a description of any impact on the finances of the Town
of Simsbury): The project will be financed by the Tariffville Fire District Water
Commission.

8. Description of documents included with submission (All documents must be in
final form and signed by the appropriate party.):

The following documents are included with this submission and attached hereto:
Letter Request for Placement on Board of Selectmen Agenda
Attachments:
Conservation and Public Recreation Easement and Agreement
Half scale Design Drawings
Wetlands and Watercourses Report
Half scale Proposed Easement Drawing
Letter - Department of Energy and Environmental Protection - Office of Environmental
Review



COMMITMENT & INTEGRITY
DRIVE RESULTS

1699 King Street | Suite 406
Enfield, Connecticut 06082
www.woodardcurran.com

T 855-347-6788
T 860-627-0314

Via Regular US Mail

March 17, 2016

Ms. Lisa Heavner, First Selectman
Simsbury Board of Selectman
933 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070

Re: Tariffville Water Storage Tank Replacement – Request for Placement on Board of Selectmen
Agenda

Dear First Selectman:

Woodard & Curran (W&C), on behalf of the Tariffville Fire District Water Commission (TWC), is requesting
to be placed on the Board of Selectmen (BOS) agenda for the TWC water storage tank replacement
project on Laurel Hill. We ask that the BOS review the project and forward it to the Planning Commission
who will review and forward to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission and the Zoning
Commission. Should the Town of Simsbury (Town) determine that the Amendment to Section 21-8 of the
Code of Ordinances be applicable to this project, it will also be forwarded to the Culture, Parks and
Recreation Commission.

The existing water storage tank is a cast-in-place concrete tank constructed over 80 years ago and is
nearing the end of its useful life. We propose replacing the existing water storage tank in-kind with a new
tank of similar capacity and materials of construction. This project supports the Plan of Conservation and
Development goals of Infrastructure Policy 1.

The proposed tank will have an identical footprint and will be located immediately adjacent to the existing
tank. This adjacent parcel was granted to the Town as Open Space under the Conservation and Public
Recreation Easement and Agreement between the Town and the State of Connecticut in 2010. Please
refer to the attached Agreement.

The existing water storage tank is located on an easement that measures 70 feet by 70 feet square. The
existing easement is not large enough for the current utility infrastructure and maintenance activities, and
the majority of the fence surrounding the existing water storage tank is located outside of the easement.
To provide an arrangement where all TWC’s infrastructure and maintenance activity take place within the
boundaries of an established TWC easement, the proposed easement for the water storage tank is on a
100 feet by 100 feet parcel. Additional area is required for the drain outlet of the tank in order to pipe the
water to a location that will avoid discharge into the wetlands. Draining water from the tank is only
expected in the situation where emergency repairs may be required on the internal piping within the tank.
TWC does not anticipate draining the tank on a routine basis because no internal regular maintenance is
required by the tank manufacturer. The wetlands are shown on the attached Design Drawings and the
Wetlands and Watercourses Report is attached. The proposed easements are shown on the attached
Easement Drawings.

Please note, on the attached Easement Drawing we also show a proposed easement around an existing
pipeline. The TWC always believed that Eversource (formerly Connecticut Light and Power) had an
easement encompassing Woods Road and the water main. During the survey for this project, we
discovered that there was no existing easement along this roadway. This is a critical water main as the



Tariffville Fire District Water Commission (225993.07) 2 Woodard & Curran
2016.03.17LettertoFirstSelectman March 17, 2016

old main traversed through wetlands, wooded area, crossed the Metacomet Hiking Trail and is comprised
of outdated and collapsing materials.

The proposed tank location has been reviewed by the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) and the Office of Environmental Review (OER) has determined that Federal and State
listed endangered, threatened species or species of special concern (pursuant to section 26-306 of the
CGS) are not present at the project site. Attached you will find the letter from the DEEP OER.

The Department of Public Health (DPH) has been involved in the decision to replace the existing storage
tank since the preliminary conceptual stages. The water storage tank improvements are being funded
through the Connecticut DPH Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) and the project is slated
for partial grant and low interest loan. As such, the DPH reviewed the previously completed tank
inspection and the alternatives analysis, known as the Preliminary Engineering Report. The report
reviewed options for the tank including rehabilitation, replacement and elimination of the tank through
connection to an adjacent water supply. The DPH supports full tank replacement in a location adjacent
to the existing tank.

On March 14, 2016, the Drawings and Project Manual were submitted to the DPH for technical review of
the design and conformance with SRF funding guidelines. We expect to hear back from DPH technical
review staff in the middle of April with approval.

The TWC has made significant progress over the last few years improving the public water system. The
project to replace the existing water storage tank is just one of their recent accomplishments. The TWC
has created an Asset Management Plan to collect and organize information for the pipes, valves and
hydrants within the distribution system and use their age and recommended useful life to prioritize
replacement schedules. They have devised a Fiscal Management Plan to review their current finances
and predict the funds necessary for future improvements, including replacement of the water storage
tank. They have also replaced a critical length of water main and emergency generators.

We request that the water storage tank replacement project and easement adjustment be placed on the
agenda of the next regularly scheduled Board of Selectman. We look forward to your response and
discussing the project with you in greater detail. Should you have any questions regarding the project or
this request, please feel free to contact me at 860-265-6385.

Sincerely,

WOODARD & CURRAN

Jay G. Sheehan, P.E.
Senior Principal

Enclosures: Conservation and Public Recreation Easement and Agreement
Half scale Design Drawings
Wetlands and Watercourses Report
Half scale Proposed Easement Drawing
Letter - Department of Energy and Environmental Protection - Office of Environmental Review

cc: Jeff Shea, P.E., Simsbury Town Engineer
James Rabbit, Simsbury Director of Planning and Community Development
Scott Madigan, Tariffville Fire District Water Commission
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