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CALL TO ORDER 1 

First Selectman Lisa Heavner called the regular meeting of the Open Space Committee to order at 4:32 2 

PM on Wednesday, May 4, 2016. The meeting was held in the main meeting room of the Simsbury 3 

Town Offices located at 933 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT. In attendance were the following 4 

committee members: Helen Peterson, William Rice, Donald Rieger, and David Ryan. Staff included 5 

Gerard Toner, Director of Culture, Parks and Recreation; Town Engineer Jeff Shea; and Assistant Town 6 

Planner Michael Glidden. 7 

 8 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 9 

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  10 

 11 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 12 

Susan Masino, of 41 Madison Lane, provided a handout with her comments, concerns and suggestions, 13 

as well as that of someone she consulted, on the forest management plan for Onion Mountain Park. 14 

Her full comments are attached.  15 

 16 

Ferg Jansen, of 3 Fox Den in West Simsbury, said he did a site walk of Simsbury Meadows and was 17 

impressed, but thought it was an under-used asset. He asked whether there was serious consideration 18 

to allow bikes there. As a bike friendly community, he said it might be something to consider.  19 

 20 

REVIEW/ADOPT MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 2016 21 

MOTION Mr. Rieger made the motion to adopt the minutes of April 6, 2016 with the change of 22 

making the second “is” on line 45 to “it.” Mr. Ryan seconded. All voted in favor, the motion passed.  23 

 24 

1 OLD BRIDGE ROAD UPDATE 25 

Mr. Shea went through the elements of the proposed master plan for the site. He said some of the 26 

improvements were dialed back in order to take a simpler approach. Site changes/improvements 27 

included such items as keeping the asphalt surface but adding a drop off area, creating formalized 28 

parking with striping, establishing a handicapped accessible spot, a proposed pavilion/picnic tables, 29 

plants and buffer areas, removal of invasive species, benches, educational signage, walking paths, and 30 

the flower bridge shed. 31 

The top priority is to take down the existing building and put up the pavilion. From there, the 32 

concentration will be on site improvements and seeing what else can be done within the budget, and 33 

what permitting allows. 34 

There was some discussion on the footpath and whether or not pavers were safe. Mr. Shea said if 35 

constructed property, they are safe. Once the committee approves the plan, it moves on to the board 36 

of selectmen.  37 

 38 

MOTION Mr. Ryan moved to approve the proposed master plan for 1 Old Bridge Road as presented.  39 

Mr. Rice seconded. All voted in favor, the motion passed.  40 

 41 

TRAIL CONNECTION TO ONION MOUNTAIN PARK 42 

Stephen Philbrick and Mike Gotaski from the Canton Land Trust described to the committee the plan to 43 

connect a trail in Canton with Simsbury. The Simsbury area in question is about 50 to 75 near the 44 

Canton town line. There was some discussion on who is involved in this process, such as Jay Kaplan 45 

from the Roaring Brook Nature Center in Canton and the Canton Land Trust. There are no wetlands 46 
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involved and no permitting is needed on the Simsbury side. There was a reiteration that the plan will 47 

be careful not to hurt any species during the process. And before the trail is created it would be 48 

flagged, and a mailer sent out to inform people/groups so anyone can walk it and make comments. Mr. 49 

Toner and Mr. Glidden said they would discuss whether or not this should go through the Simsbury 50 

Conservation Commission.  51 

 52 

MOTION Mr. Ryan made the motion to support the creation of an approximately 50-75 foot 53 

Simsbury connection between the Blue Trail of Onion Mountain to the Stitch Trail, contingent upon 54 

flagging, and a site walk by Mr. Kaplan, and from Mr. Toner the confirmation that there is no 55 

invasive species. Ms. Peterson seconded. All voted in favor, the motion passed.  56 

 57 

FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN – ONION MOUNTAIN PARK 58 

Mr. Toner went through the history of and the thinking behind the plan. He also discussed the work 59 

that went into creating a plan, how people are notified, etc. The town entered into its first forest 60 

management plan in 1989 with the idea to revisit the plan every 15-20 years. There was movement to 61 

do another harvest recently, but the logger dropped out. There are renewed efforts to find someone to 62 

execute the program, and when a person is found and a timeline is in place, a walk of the site will be 63 

planned and notifications sent. There was some discussion on site access, equipment and site usage. 64 

No action was needed on this.  65 

 66 

SUMMER INTERN PROJECT 67 

Mr. Toner said the town would have Adam Hammershoy, who interned here last summer, back again. 68 

Projects for him might include open space signs, marking access to open space parcels, possibly more 69 

open space inventory work, light trail cleanup, and identifying tree limbs that are hanging. No action 70 

was needed on this.  71 

 72 

ADJOURN  73 

MOTION Mr. Ryan moved to adjourn and Mr. Rieger seconded and all voted in favor. The meeting 74 

was adjourned at 5:34 PM. 75 

 76 

Respectfully submitted, 77 

Stephanie Riefe 78 








