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CALL TO ORDER 1 
First Selectman Lisa Heavner called the regular meeting of the Open Space Committee to order at 4:30 2 
PM on Wednesday, December 7, 2016. The meeting was held in the main meeting room of the 3 
Simsbury Town Offices located at 933 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT. In attendance were the 4 
following committee members: Helen Peterson, William Rice, Donald Rieger, and David Ryan. Staff 5 
included Gerard Toner, Director of Culture, Parks and Recreation. 6 
 7 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 8 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  9 
 10 
PUBLIC AUDIENCE 11 
No one spoke at public audience. 12 
 13 
AMENDMENT OF THE AGENDA 14 
Ms. Heavner asked for a motion to amend the agenda to add the discussion of two items: 1. 15 
Conservation update on the Onion Mountain Forestry Plan; 2. Discussion of POCD and the role the 16 
Open Space Committee can play regarding the creation of the POCD.  Mr. Rieger made the motion 17 
which was seconded by Ms. Peterson.  The motion passed unanimously. 18 
 19 
REVIEW/ADOPT MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 2, 2016 20 
No one had changes to the minute so they were acknowledged as final. 21 
 22 
SIGNAGE ALONG RIVER UPDATE 23 
Gerry Toner indicated that Ms. Rieger will present her recommendation for signage along the river to 24 
the Culture, Parks, and Recreation Commission on December 15, 2016. 25 
 26 
DISCUSS POSSIBLE NEW TRAIL CONNECTIONS AMONG OPEN SPACE PARCELS 27 
Mr. Rieger raised the possibility of establishing a new trail connection through opening up the 28 
pedestrian right of way that the town owns between Westledge Road and its eight acre open space 29 
parcel that abuts Simsbury Land Trust property on the West Mountain Greenway.  The right of way is 30 
about 1,500 feet long and represents a 25 food wide strip along the northern boundary of a roughly 30 31 
acre property in the Shadowbrook subdivision.  In granting the subdivision approval, the town received 32 
the 8 acre wooded parcel and the pedestrian easement permitting public pedestrian access to it.  The 33 
Committee discussed approvals necessary which may include Planning, Culture, Parks and Recreation, 34 
Board of Selectmen and possibly Conservation.  Gerry Toner indicated that he would reach out to 35 
Engineering and Planning about the property and bring back information to the Committee for the 36 
February meeting. Ms. Heavner indicated that she would reach out to counsel on whether open space 37 
funds could be used for a survey of the area. 38 
 39 
CONSERVATION UPDATE ON ONION MOUNTAIN FORESTRY PLAN 40 
Mr. Rieger gave the Committee an update on the Onion Mountain Forestry Plan.  He indicated that the 41 
Chairwoman did not want to address the issue until Ms. Peterson’s forum on regional and shared 42 
stewardship of open space happened in April.  Ms. Peterson updated the Committee on her plans to 43 
work with the Town, the Simsbury Land Trust, the Canton Land Trust, McLean’s and the Avon Land 44 
Trust to hold a joint forum on stewardship and best practices in the region.  Ms. Peterson indicated she 45 
had reached out to Highstead to discuss stewardship in general and hoped to have a representative 46 
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from Highstead participate in the forum.  She was looking for additional speakers as well.  The 47 
Committee discussed the potential for a regional approach to stewardship, best practices, and possible 48 
grant opportunities 49 
 50 
REVIEW OF WATER SHORTAGE ORDINANCE 51 
Mr. Rieger updated the Committee on the Conservation Commission’s proposed water shortage 52 
ordinance before the Board of Selectmen for consideration. The Committee talked about the possibility 53 
of having water utilities bill monthly so residents would know the effect of water usage on their bills.  54 
Mr. Rieger indicated he would reach out to Representative Hampton.  Mr. Rieger also indicated he 55 
would reach out to Mike Glidden, Assistant Town Planner, regarding the possibility of requiring 56 
individual meters at residences and apartments. 57 
 58 
DISCUSSION OF POCD AND OPEN SPACE INPUT 59 
The Committee asked Mr. Rice to update the Committee on the POCD and any role the Open Space 60 
Committee can or should consider.  Mr. Rice offered to highlight the sections of the POCD that refer to 61 
open space for the Committee to review to see if they have changes or recommendations. 62 
 63 
Mr. Ryan left the meeting at 5:25 p.m. 64 
 65 
ADJOURN  66 
Ms. Peterson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m. which was seconded by Mr. Rice.  67 
The motion was approved unanimously. 68 
 69 
Respectfully submitted, 70 
Lisa L. Heavner, First Selectwoman 71 


