
 

Town of Simsbury 
933 HOPMEADOW STREET  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 

 
Watch Board of Selectmen meetings LIVE and rebroadcast on Comcast Channels 96, 1090,   

Frontier Channel 6071 and LIVE streamed or on-demand at www.simsburytv.org 
 

SIMSBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Regular Meeting – May 10, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC AUDIENCE 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
a) Traffic Enforcement and Concerns 
b) Proclamation for National Law Enforcement Week 
c) Proclamation for National Public Works Week 
d) Proclamation for Bike Month and Presentation 
 
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT  
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
SELECTMEN ACTION 
a) Supplemental Appropriation for North End Sidewalk Project 
b) Tax Refund Requests 
c) Authorize the Board of Education to Apply for a Connecticut School Construction Grant for the 

Renovation and Expansion of Latimer Lane School and Referral of the Project to the Public Building 
Committee and Authorization of Preparation of Schematic Drawings and Specifications 

d) Engagement Letter for Bond Counsel and Conflict Waiver for Pullman and Comley 
e) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Simsbury Culture, Parks and Recreation – Farmington River 

Fourth of July Canoe, Kayak and SUP Race 
f) Neighborhood Assistance Act Program Proposals; Schedule Public Hearing 
g) Rescheduling the Public Hearing Regarding Proposed Revisions to the Historic District Commission 

Ordinance (Chapter 25 of Town Code) 
h) Proposed Revisions to SPIRIT Rules and Procedures 
 
APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS  
a) Proposed Appointments to Various Boards and Commissions 

 
REVIEW OF MINUTES  
a) Special Meeting of April 24, 2021 
b) Regular Meeting of April 26, 2021  

 
SELECTMEN LIAISON AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS  
a)  Personnel 
b)  Finance 
c)  Welfare 

http://www.simsburytv.org/
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Most of the documents reviewed by the Board of Selectmen at this meeting can be located at: 
http://www.simsbury-ct.gov/board-of-selectmen     

  

d)  Public Safety 
e)  Board of Education 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
a) Lower Farmington and Salmon Brook Wild and Scenic Committee Update, dated May 4, 2021 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
a) Executive Session per General Statutes section 1-200(6)(B): strategy and negotiations of a pending 

claim and/or litigation: Cavanaugh Claim under the Worker’s Compensation Act 
 

ADJOURN 







PROCLAMATION 

National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Week 

WHEREAS, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15th as National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day in 1962, and Congress in 1962 established National Police Week to recognize the 
law enforcement officers who have lost their lives while serving; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town of Simsbury recognizes the difficulty of the job of our Police 
Department and the potential dangers that go along with it; and, 

WHEREAS, it is important to remember all those law enforcement officers who have lost their 
lives across the country; and, 

WHEREAS, the year 2021 marks the 59th annual National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial 
Week, be it now, 

RESOLVED, that the Simsbury Board of Selectmen do hereby designate the week of May 9 – 
15, 2021 as National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Week;  

IN WITNESS THEREOF, we have placed our signatures and the great seal of the Town of 
Simsbury. 

Dated the 10th day of May 2021. 

Eric S. Wellman Sean Askham  Jackie Battos 
First Selectman Deputy First Selectman Selectman 

Chris Peterson Wendy Mackstutis Michael Paine 
Selectman  Selectman Selectman 

DRAFT





PROCLAMATION 

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 

WHEREAS, public works professionals focus on infrastructure, facilities and services that are of 
vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to the public health, high quality of 
life and well-being of the people of Simsbury; and, 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without the 
dedicated efforts of public works professionals, who are administrators, laborers, truck 
drivers, custodians, waste water treatment operators, engineers, supervisors, managers and 
employees at all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for 
maintaining,  rebuilding, improving and protecting our communities’ transportation, 
environment, water treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures 
and facilities essential for our citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in Simsbury to 
gain knowledge of and to maintain a progressive interest in and understanding of the importance 
of public works and public works programs in their respective communities; and, 

WHEREAS, the year 2021 marks the 61st annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the 
American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works Association, be it now, 

RESOLVED, that the Simsbury Board of Selectmen do hereby designate the week May 16 – 22, 
2021 as National Public Works Week; We urge all citizens to join with representatives of the 
American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works Association and government 
agencies in activities, events and ceremonies designed to pay tribute to our public works 
professionals, engineers, managers and employees and to recognize the substantial contributions 
they make to protecting our national health, safety, and quality of life. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, we have placed our signatures and the great seal of the Town of 
Simsbury. 

Dated the 10th day of May 2021. 

Eric S. Wellman Sean Askham  Jackie Battos 
First Selectman Deputy First Selectman Selectman 

Chris Peterson Wendy Mackstutis Michael Paine 
Selectman  Selectman Selectman 

DRAFT





PROCLAMATION  
May  2021 is Bike Month in Simsbury, CT 

WHEREAS, millions of Americans engage in bicycling as an environmentally sound 
form of transportation, an excellent form of fitness, and a quality family recreation 
activity; and, 

WHEREAS, Simsbury, CT, our state’s first Bicycle Friendly Community, annually hosts 
Bike to Work Day, Bike to School events, community Bike Challenges, safe cycling 
events that attract residents and bicycle tourists to Simsbury;  

WHEREAS, these events demonstrate that cycling is sustainable, economic 
development policy impacting our home prices, our tourism industry and our local 
economy by making our town attractive to businesses and citizens who enjoy safe, out-
door recreation that fosters healthy lifestyles; and 

WHEREAS, recognizing that investing in bicycle-friendly communities is good public 
health policy, by encouraging low impact exercise, which improves overall well-being 
and quality of life, builds community spirit, and can reduce pollution and congestion; and 

WHEREAS, the League of American Bicyclists and Connecticut cyclists view cycling as 
safety policy and Bike Month promotes public awareness of bicycle operation to 
improve reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities; and 

WHEREAS, cycling is good social policy in that ALL citizens of Simsbury benefit from 
the availability of a complete transportation system that includes facilities dedicated to 
the safe and convenient movement of bicycle traffic: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of SImsbury Board of 
Selectman hereby proclaims, the month of May 2021 as BIKE MONTH in beautiful and 
Silver Level Bicycle-Friendly SImsbury, Connecticut. 

_____________________________                               ____________________ 
ERIC WELLMAN,  First Selectman, Simsbury, CT       Date 

DRAFT
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SIMSBURY BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Bike Month in Simsbury

May 2021

SIMSBURY BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Proclamation Good Policy
• Biking and walking is about recreation and 

transportation

• Physical activity builds healthy communities

• Biking is a sustainability initiative

• Safe, well-connected routes enhance safety, 
livability and home values

• Safe infrastructure and a network of trails 
serve a wide user base - seniors, ADA, 
children, families, communities and tourists
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SIMSBURY BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Bike Month Events
• May 5 - Squadron Line - Bike to School Day

• May 6 - Zoom - Safe Driving  around Bicycles and 
Pedestrians

• May 6 - Bike Month  kick-off ride

• May 7 - Latimer Lane - Bike to School Day

• May 21- Bike to Work Happy Hour- Redstone Pub

• May 20 Tooton Hill School - Bike to School Day

• May xx Board of Selectman’s Ride - Late May

• June 26 - Ride The State - New Haven to 
Southwick, MA

Public Library
Simsbury

• Always the first to offer a new event ideas

• Hosting our Zoom Meetings

• Ride to Library/Rotary Park Day Ride

• Communication resource to a very loyal 
base

• Hosting bike maintenance education 
event
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Public Schools
Simsbury

• Bike Safety Education - Grades 4-6 

• Squadron Line Bike Fleet Purchase

• HS Summer School PE - Bike Safety

• Tootin, Squadron, Latimer - Bike/Walk  to 
School Day

• Volunteer Advocates

Police Department
Simsbury 

• LED Signage

• Distracted Driving Campaigns

• Positive Ticketing

• Bike to School Support

• Traffic Calming efforts

• Advocated Meetings

• Safety Training Classes
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Department of Public Works
Simsbury

• Enthusiastic supporter of our vision for a 
safe and well-connected Simsbury

• New Ped Heads at trail crossings

• Sharrowed routes and superb road 
conditions

• Wayfaring signage

• Bike Pedestrian Master Plan - safety and 
connectivity

• Traffic calming initiatives

Board of Selectmen
Simsbury

• Support of primary trials - Farmington 
River Trail, Farmington Canal Heritage 
Trail

• Annual BOS/Advocates Ride 

• Engineering 3 new trail 
segments linking T’Ville, 
Bloomfield and Hartford ...

• Earning Game-Changing East 
Coast Greenway Designation!
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SIMSBURY BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Simsbury.Bike

Celebrate With Us!

Board of Selectman Ride - End of May

Simsbury Bike Challenge - Now!

Ride the State  - June 26







STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

h lattlfel, r

Ms. Maria Capriola 
Town Manager 
Town of Simsbury 
933 Hopmeadow Street 
Simsbury, Connecticut 06070 

Dear Ms. Capriola: 

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.O. BOX 317546 

NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546 

April 15, 2021 

Subject: Local Transportation Capital Improvement Program (LOTCIP) 
Commitment to Fund 
Sidewalk Construction 
State Project No. L128-0002 
Hopmeadow Street (State Route 10/202) 
Town of Simsbury 

1 4
Mb 

The Department of Transportation (Depaiment) has received the LOTCIP application 
prepared by the Town of Simsbury (Municipality) and submitted through the Capitol Region Council 
of Governments (COG) relative to the subject project. The Department has reviewed the application 
materials along with the revised cost estimate provided by the Municipality and subsequently 
endorsed by the COG. 

The LOTCIP application for this project has been approved. The Department hereby commits 
to fund eligible project costs as follows: 

Rights of Way $ 50,000 
Eligible Utilities 0 
Contract Items: $ 756,000 
Contingencies: $ 75,600 
Incidentals to Construction: $ 75,600 
Total Funding Commitment: $ 957,200 

This Commitment to Fund is subject to funding availability and general conditions including, 
but not limited to, the following: 

1 The project is to be administered by the Municipality in accordance with the Local 
Transportation Capital Improvement Program Guidelines, dated March 2019, as may be 
revised. The guidelines are available on the Department's LOTCIP web page at 
www.ct.gov/dot/1 otcip. 

2. The project costs identified in this Commitment to Fund letter are based on estimates provided 
by the Municipality and endorsed by the COG. These costs arc to be considered capped until 
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adjustment, based on low bid or otherwise revised, in accordance with the LOTCIP 
guidelines. 

3. Any scope revisions and/or twenty percent (20%) changes in cost identified during the design 
phase must be approved by the COG and the Department, as specified in the LOTCIP 
guidelines. 

4. Upon completion of project design activities, the Municipality must forward to the 
Department, through the COG, a Final Design Submission along with supporting 
documentation and certifications, as defined in the LOTCIP guidelines. 

5. The Municipality must execute and deliver a Project Authorization Letter (PAL) issued 
pursuant to the Master Municipal Agreement for Construction Projects and comply with its 
terms. The PAL will be forwarded to the Municipality for execution, subsequent to the receipt 
of the Final Design Submission package by the Department. 

This commitment is further subject to the following project-specific conditions: 

1. This project may require environmental permits. In accordance with the LOTCIP guidelines, 
the Municipality will be responsible for the acquisition of all environmental permits that may 
be required. Please be advised that any project that involves work within waters or wetlands 
may require State and/or Federal environmental permits. It is critical that the Municipality 
or their consultant contact the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) - Inland Water Resources Division early in the design process to 
discuss permitting requirements, and to identify specific environmental concerns and design 
considerations. Failure to establish early coordination with DEEP may result in significant 
time delays in the permitting process due to the need for design changes and/or denial of 
permit applications. Please note, the Department hosts a monthly Interagency Coordination 
(Municipal) meeting where municipalities (and their consultants) can discuss municipal 
projects with the various regulatory agencies relative to permitting requirements, 
identification of specific environmental concerns and design considerations. 

2. This project is anticipated to require right of way acquisitions. The application materials 
indicate that a Municipally-hired consultant will be responsible for all right of way acquisition 
activities for this project, and that the Municipality will seek reimbursement for costs 
associated with the acquisitions. All right of way acquisitions are to be performed in 
accordance with LOTCIP guidelines even if reimbursement will not be requested. In addition, 
any acquisitions adjacent to Route 10/202 must be closely coordinated with the Department's 
Office of Rights of Way through the following contact: 

Mr. Thomas H. Melzen 
Supervising Property Agent 
(860) 594-2451 
Thomas.Melzen(ikt.gov 
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3. This project will require work be performed within the State-owned right of way along State 
Route 10/202 (Hopmeadow Street). As such, an encroachment permit will be required. It is 
imperative that the design of the improvements proposed under this project be 
coordinated with the Department during the design phase to ensure conformance with 
applicable requirements relative to proposed work within State-owned right of way or 
otherwise affecting State-owned facilities. Establishing early coordination relative to the 
encroachment permit process is recommended. All matters relative to the encroachment 
permit process for this project are to be coordinated through the following Department 
contact: 

Mr. Aron J. Steeves 
Special Services Section Manager (District 4) 
(203) 591-3610 
Aron.Steeves(a),ct.gov 

4. Modifications to traffic control signals, devices, signs, and markings for public 
highways/roadways require review by the Local Traffic Authority and/or by the Office of the 
State Traffic Administration (OSTA) and/or by the Department's Division of Traffic 
Engineering. Traffic control signal modifications may be necessary under this project at the 
intersections of Route 10/202 and: 

■ Hoskins Road 
■ Entrance drive serving 1313 Hopmeadow Street (Big Y World Class Market) 
■ Dorset Crossing 
■ Wolcott Road 

Coordination with OSTA should begin early in the design process. For further information 
regarding any approval requirements, please contact OSTA at http://www.ct.gov/dot/osta.

Office of the State Traffic Administration 
Connecticut Department of Transportation 
2800 Berlin Turnpike 
Newington, CT 06131 
Phone: (860) 594-3020 
Fax: (860) 594-2552 
DOT.OSTA(aTct.gov 

Please be informed that, in accordance with the LOTCIP guidelines, the Department will 
initiate a Permit Need Determination and an Environmental Screening Review for this project to assist 
the Municipality in identifying items relative to natural resources, historic/archaeological resources, 
etc. that may need to be investigated or addressed during the design phase. The Environmental 
Screening Review is expected to be completed within approximately ninety (90) days. The Permit 
Need Determination is expected to be completed within approximately ninety (90) days. The results 
will be forwarded to the Municipality and the COG, when received. 
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If the Municipality accepts this Commitment to Fund, please sign below and return a copy of 
this letter to this office within thirty (30) days. Transmission via e-mail is acceptable. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William Grant, P.E., at 
(860) 594-3229 or by e-mail at William.E.Grant@ct.gov.

Very truly yours, 

Digitally signed by 
Michael N. Calabrese, lax tid4 2.E. 
Date: 2021.04.14 
21 :1 8:28.04O0' 

Michael N. Calabrese, P.E. 
Division Chief of Highway Design 
Bureau of Engineering and Construction 

Accepted By:  s4111.444-61. etif.curea 
Ms. Maria Capriola 
Town Manager 

Date 109/2 

cc: Mr. Eric Wellman, First Selectman, Town of Simsbury 
Mr. Thomas J. Roy, P.E., Director of Public Works, Town of Simsbury 
Mr. Lyle Wray, Executive Director, Capitol Region Council of Governments 
Ms. Sotoria Montanari, Program Manager, Capitol Region Council of Governments 





REQUESTED TAX REFUNDS
MAY 10, 2021  

BILL NUMBER TAX INTEREST TOTAL

List 2019
Coolidege, Gail B 19-01-1678 $79.10 $79.10
Knight, Robert W 19-03-60044 $132.41 $132.41
Keller, Hanna 19-04-81471 $17.96 $17.96

Total 2019 $229.47 $0.00 $229.47

TOTAL 2019 $229.47 $0.00 $229.47

TOTAL ALL YEARS $229.47 $0.00 $229.47







 FY21/22  FY22/23  FY23/24   FY24/25   FY 25/26  FY26/27
TOOTIN HILLS

Bituminous Pavement
Replace exterior windows & Doors
Water Distribution and Drainage Systems 403,147                 
Terminal Units & Boilers/Pumps
Lighting - General
Toilet Room finish upgrades (V1, V2)
Replace Roof (V3, V4) 963,509               
Replace Roof (V1, V2)

Total Tootin Hills -                          403,147                 -                         963,509               -                          -                         

SQUADRON LINE
Replace Exterior  Windows & Doors
Replace Acoustical Ceilings
Water Distribution & Drainage Systems 1,288,190             
Terminal Units
Electrical Service/Distribuion
Lighting - General
Fire Alarm System
Plumbing Fixtures/Equipment
Replace Roof 1,658,659            

Total Squadron Line -                          1,288,190             -                         1,658,659            -                          -                         

CENTRAL SCHOOL
Terminal Units
Air Handling Systems
Electrical Service/Distribution 1950 386,468                 
Replace flooring
Replace Roof (V1)
Replace EPDM Roof (V3) 319,477                 
Water Distribution and Drainage Systems
Plumbing Fixtures/Equipment
Heating Plant (Boilers, Pumps, etc.)
Lighting General
Fire Alarm System

Total Central School -                          705,945                 -                         -                        -                          -                         

Simsbury Board of Education
Six Year Capital Improvement Program

Fiscal Year 2021/22 - Fiscal Year 2026/27



 FY21/22  FY22/23  FY23/24   FY24/25   FY 25/26  FY26/27

Simsbury Board of Education
Six Year Capital Improvement Program

Fiscal Year 2021/22 - Fiscal Year 2026/27

TARIFFVILLE SCHOOL
Terminal Units
Replace Flooring
Replace Roof - EPDM (V1, V2) 859,811                 
Water Distribution & Drainage Systems
Water Heaters
Lighting - General

Total Tariffville School -                          859,811                 -                         -                        -                          -                         

LATIMER LANE
Latimer Lane Renovate as New 36,792,406            
Replace Exterior Windows
Fire Protection System
Bituminous Pavement
Water Distribution and Drainage Systems
Heating Plant (Boilers, Pumps, etc.)
Terminal Units
Electrical Service/Distribution
Lighting - General

Total Latimer Lane 36,792,406            -                         -                         -                        -                          -                         

HENRY JAMES MIDDLE SCHOOL
Henry James 6th Grade Addition
Terminal Units
Electrical Service/Distribution
Replace Flooring
Plumbing Fixtures/Equipment
Replace Roof (BUR) 3,682,128             
Replace Roof (modified Bit) 305,200               
Water Distribution and Drainage Systems
Lighting - General
Fire Alarm System

Total for Henry James -                          -                         3,682,128             305,200               -                          -                         

Simsbury High School



 FY21/22  FY22/23  FY23/24   FY24/25   FY 25/26  FY26/27

Simsbury Board of Education
Six Year Capital Improvement Program

Fiscal Year 2021/22 - Fiscal Year 2026/27

Concrete Walks
Bituminous Concrete Walks
Bituminous Pavement
Terminal Units
Control Systems
Electrical Service/Distribution - Previous Vintages 320,995                 
Site Lighting (Fixtures, Poles & Bases)
Chain Link Fence 4' High
Install AC on 3rd Floor
Practice Football Field -                          
Replace Roof (v1, V2) 3,385,337              
Air Handling Systems
Lighting - General
Generator Systems

Total for Simsbury High School -                          320,995                 -                         -                        3,385,337              -                         

District Wide
District Network Infrastructure 400,000                 400,000               400,000                
District Security Improvements 250,000                 250,000                250,000                 
SHS Stadium Facility Phase I (Restrooms, Kitchen) -                        
SHS Stadium Renovations Phase II (Storage)
SHS Stadium Bleachers and Press Box Replacement 600,000                 
SHS Turf Field #2 Construction (No Lighting)
District Climate Control Phase III
HJMS Tennis Court Replacement

Total District Wide 850,000                 400,000                 250,000                400,000               250,000                 400,000                

TOTAL CAPITAL PROJECTS 37,642,406           3,978,088             3,932,128             3,327,368            3,635,337              400,000                

FUNDING:
Bonding 24,897,517            3,978,088             3,932,128             3,327,368            3,635,337              400,000                
Grants 12,744,889            -                        -                          -                         

TOTAL FUNDING 37,642,406           3,978,088             3,932,128             3,327,368            3,635,337              400,000                



QUESTIONS Yes No

“Shall the appropriation recommended and approved by the 

Board of Finance for the purposes of paying the expenses of the 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN annual budget for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2022, be approved and implemented in the 
amount of $24,979,980?”

2,947 452

“Shall the appropriation recommended and approved by the 

Board of Finance for the purposes of paying the expenses of the 
BOARD OF EDUCATION annual budget for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2022, be approved and implemented in the 
amount of $73,881,930?”

2924 497

“Shall the appropriation recommended and approved by the 

Board of Finance for the purposes of paying the expenses of 
Sewer Use Fund (Sewer Treatment Plant), Residential Rental 
Properties, Simsbury Farms/Special Programs, Non-Public 
Schools, Debt Retirement/Capital and Capital Non-Recurring 
annual budgets for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022,  be 
approved and implemented in the amount of $14,666,200?”

2,989 412

“Shall the Town of Simsbury appropriate from the Sewer Use 

Fund and anticipated grants $3,250,000 for berm improvements 
at the Water Pollution Control Facility?”

3034 381

“Shall the Town of Simsbury appropriate $36,792,406 for the 

renovation and expansion of Latimer Lane Elementary School; 
and authorize bonds and notes in the same amount to finance 
said appropriation?”

2,728 704

“Shall the Town of Simsbury appropriate $2,515,860 for the
purchase and improvement of Meadowood (approximately 288
acres of undeveloped land located off Hoskins Road, County
Road and Firetown Road); and authorize bonds and notes in the
same amount to finance said appropriation?”

3,022 439

Total Number of Names on Official Registry List of Electors
Total Number of Electors Checked as Having Voted

Percent of Electors Who Participated
Number of Property Owners Checked as Having Voted

Total Number of All Voters 3,471

Town of Simsbury, Connecticut

Results of Local Referendum May 4, 2021

18,678
3,457
18.5%

14





 

 

 

 Judith A. Blank 

90 State House Square 

Hartford, CT 06103-3702 

p 860 424 4319 

f 860 424 4370 

jblank@pullcom.com 

www.pullcom.com 

 

 

April 12, 2021 

 

VIA  E-MAIL 

 

Maria E. Capriola, M.P.A. 

Town Manager 

Town of Simsbury 

Town Hall 

933 Hopmeadow Street 

P.O. Box 495 

Simsbury, CT  06070-0495 

 

Re: Bond Counsel Fees and Services 

Dear Maria: 

You have asked my firm to represent the Town of Simsbury (“Client”) in connection with 

the authorization and issuance of bonds, notes, and other obligations of the Client, as described 

in the attached Scope of Bond Counsel Services (Attachment A).  No one else shall be 

considered a client of the firm in this matter.  Our engagement shall be effective as of April 12, 

2021. 

Additional Undertakings.  If you ask the firm to perform any additional work beyond the 

scope of engagement as stated above, and if the firm agrees to undertake that work, then the firm 

will perform that work upon the same terms as stated in this agreement, unless we have obtained 

a new engagement agreement from you.  Unless specified in the above referenced Scope of Bond 

Counsel Services, the firm is not agreeing to provide services for any court or administrative 

proceedings, arbitrations, appeals, bankruptcies, or post-judgment proceedings. 

Client Responsibilities.  Client agrees to pay our invoices as provided below.  Client must 

also cooperate with us and provide complete and detailed information when requested.  Client 

agrees to keep us informed of any changes in contact information. 

Fees and Expenses.  Our fees will be based on the attached Fixed Fee Schedule 

(Attachment B). 

Legal services that are not provided pursuant to the fixed fee schedule, will be charged at 

hourly billing rates for each attorney and paralegal who may work on this matter.  Generally, our 

billing rates for attorneys currently range from $260 per hour for associates to $745 per hour for 

senior partners.  The hourly rate we charge for paralegal assistance currently ranges from $250 to 

$325 per hour.  For this matter, we will bill at our standard discounted municipal hourly rates of 
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$455 per hour for members, $310 per hour for associates with more than 4 years of experience, 

$240 per hour for associates with experience of 4 years or less and $140 per hour for paralegals.  

These rates are subject to adjustment on an annual basis to reflect changes in the levels of 

experience of our attorneys and paralegals and economic factors affecting the firm. 

We will include in our billings the expenses we incur on your matter.  Examples of such 

expenses may include photocopying, delivery service, computerized research, authorized travel, 

search and filing fees.  Our representation of you also may require the assistance of outside 

consultants, experts or service providers.  You must pay these types of outside assistance 

expenses directly to the service provider. If you are unwilling or unable to make satisfactory 

arrangements to pay the additional expenses of such outside assistance, then we may not be able 

to retain these services even if your matter would benefit from them. 

Billing.  For bond counsel services described in the Scope of Bond Counsel Services, the 

firm will charge you for authorization upon the first borrowing pursuant to that authorization, 

and for each financing at issuance.  For all other services, the firm will send you monthly 

invoices for its services.  The firm will charge interest at the rate of 1% per month (12% per 

annum) on any bills that remain unpaid for more than 60 days.  After 60 days, we reserve the 

right to cease performing services for you, and to seek to withdraw our representation in any 

court proceeding, until satisfactory payment arrangements have been made.  You agree we may 

collect any unpaid fees and expenses due to our firm from any recovery by you or on your behalf 

in connection with your claims; or by setoff against sums of yours in our possession; or by 

securing payment of our fees by retention of your files consistent with the Connecticut Rules of 

Professional Conduct pertaining to retaining liens. 

Opinions and Beliefs.  During our representation we may offer Client advice and 

recommendations.  Any statements we make, however, must be considered an expression of 

opinion only, based upon information available, and should not be construed as a promise or 

guarantee. 

Municipal Conflicts. Our firm represents clients throughout the State of Connecticut, 

including municipalities, boards of education, companies, individuals, landlords, tenants, 

housing authorities, borrowers, lenders, financial institutions, governmental and quasi-

governmental entities and associations that may have interactions with Client in civil or criminal 

matters, totally unrelated to this representation. Such unrelated representation may include the 

municipality or governmental agency involved in your matter.  Our representation of other 

clients may include such things as representing the municipal government; representing the 

board of education; appearances before municipal boards and commissions, pursuing land use 

applications, appeals from agency decisions; property valuation appeals; tax refund requests; 

representing purchasers of municipal obligations; foreclosures of liens; and representation of 

parties in bankruptcy.  Client agrees that we may represent other clients in unrelated matters, 

who may be adverse to the Town of Simsbury, provided such matters are not substantially 

related to our work that we have been engaged to handle in this agreement, and so long as we 

believe our responsibilities to Client would not be materially limited due to such other 

representation. 
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In the course of representing you, and in order fully to satisfy our professional 

obligations, we may from time to time need to consult with the lawyers in this firm responsible 

for advising the firm on ethical issues that may involve our engagement with you.  You 

acknowledge and agree that we are free to consult with our internal counsel on such matters 

without your consent and that such consultations are privileged and confidential. 

Notwithstanding this clause, we understand that Client is not agreeing this firm may make a 

claim for affirmative damages against Client on behalf of another client without Client’s written 

consent.  Presently, other attorneys in this firm is representing C-TEC Solar in connection with a 

tax appeal and Helmar Wolf in connection with a zoning matter. In addition, the firm will 

establish procedures to screen those firm professionals involved in the unrelated matter from 

access to the files in your matter. 

Specific Conflict Consent.  You acknowledge that another attorney within my firm 

currently represents DWW Solar II LLC (“DWW”) which had been adverse in a siting and 

permitting dispute that DWW settled with the Town.  This other matter is unrelated to the subject 

for which you have asked me to represent the Town.  I have determined that my colleague’s 

current representation of DWW in the unrelated matter will not materially limit my 

responsibilities to provide the Town with competent and diligent representation for the 

engagement covered by this agreement.  By signing below, you consent to my firm continuing to 

represent DWW. In addition, the firm will establish procedures to screen those firm professionals 

involved in the unrelated matter from access to the files in your matter. 

You acknowledge also that another attorney within my firm currently represents Church 

Home of Hartford Inc. (“Church Home”) which had been adverse in connection with some 

resident and business matters.  The Church Home matter is unrelated to the subject for which 

you have asked me to represent the Town.  I have determined that my colleague’s current 

representation of Church Home in the unrelated matter will not materially limit my 

responsibilities to provide the Town with competent and diligent representation for the 

engagement covered by this agreement.  By signing below, you consent to my firm continuing to 

represent Church Home. In addition, the firm will establish procedures to screen those firm 

professionals involved in the unrelated matter from access to the files in your matter. 

State of Connecticut.  From time to time, the firm represents the State of Connecticut or 

some of its agencies on totally unrelated matters.  We have determined that any such unrelated 

matter would not in any way materially limit our representation in this matter.  If the Client 

wishes to discuss this further, then please feel free to contact me. 

Electronic Technology.  The firm uses various technologies, including e-mail and third 

party cloud-based services, to store documents, e-mails, video, and other data, and to exchange 

the same with our clients and others.  We communicate with our clients by e-mail, facsimile, 

(mobile) telephone, video, or text.  We may also obtain your execution of documents by a variety 

of remote video conference options.  Some of the hosting technologies for these methods of 

communication reserve the right under limited circumstances to review the content of the 

communications on their systems.  Both the terms of their conditions of use and the general 

acceptance of these methods of communications by the legal profession lead us to conclude that 
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the risk of disclosure of your confidential communications with us by using these technologies is 

minimal, but you should be aware of such risk.  Further, it is the firm’s policy to recommend 

email rather than text messages to preserve the attorney-client privilege in communications with 

clients.  You acknowledge the risk of unsecure communications through text messaging.  By 

engaging our firm, you consent to our using these technologies to represent you. 

FOIA Compliance.  By entering into this engagement, the Client recognizes that the 

traditional rules of confidentiality of communications between a client and its lawyer may be 

impacted by the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”).  Client may for 

example receive FOIA requests for such things as our communications with Client or our 

billings.  Accordingly, our billing time entries may be more circumspect than we might 

otherwise prepare for a non-governmental client to avoid the disclosure of confidential 

communications or advice in a billing entry.  Further, we suggest Client separate our privileged 

communications to Client from records that are otherwise made available for public inspection.  

If Client receives a FOIA request to view our communications with Client, we would be happy 

to consult with Client about the propriety of any disclosures of our communications, but 

depending upon the circumstances of our retention, the municipal attorney and/or the municipal 

chief executive officer may have to be consulted as well. 

Records Retention.  Unless we have otherwise agreed with Client in writing, we reserve 

the right to determine what a “reasonable time” will be, to retain Client’s records after the 

conclusion of our representation. We do not concede that our firm’s records could be deemed 

“public records” under FOIA. If Client desires a longer retention period, then please notify us in 

writing. 

Termination of Engagement.  Either Client or the firm may terminate our representation 

at any time, by written notice, subject on our part to the Connecticut Rules of Professional 

Conduct.  If Client terminates our services, then Client agrees to promptly pay all outstanding 

fees and expenses.  Client also agrees to pay our fees until such time as any required Motion to 

Withdraw is granted.  The firm reserves the right to terminate Client’s engagement of us if Client 

does not honor this engagement letter, including not paying the firm’s bills for the matter.  If not 

formally terminated sooner, this representation will be considered terminated upon the 

conclusion of the matter for which Client has engaged us.  If Client asks us to perform additional 

services after the termination of the engagement, the additional work will constitute a new 

matter.  After completion of the representation, changes may occur in the applicable laws or 

regulations that could have an impact upon Client’s future rights and liabilities.  Unless the terms 

of this agreement expressly provide otherwise, we have no continuing obligation to advise Client 

with respect to any such changes that occur after the termination of the engagement. 

Choice of Law, Venue and Fee Dispute Resolution.  The engagement of the firm for this 

work, or any subsequent work requested by you, and any dispute over our work, shall be 

governed by the procedural and substantive laws of the State of Connecticut, including 

application of the governing statutes of limitation, and shall be resolved exclusively in that 

venue.  Any fee dispute of any amount shall be resolved by binding arbitration under the Fee 

Dispute Resolution Program of the Connecticut Bar Association (CBA), whose details may be 
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found at www.ctbar.org/public/resolution-of-legal-fee-disputes-program, or, should the CBA 

decline to accept the fee dispute, or be unable for any reason to appoint an arbitrator within three 

(3) months of being requested by any party, then by binding arbitration of the fee dispute 

pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. Sect. 52-407aa et seq. before a single arbitrator agreed upon by the 

parties, or, absent such an agreement, as appointed by a judge of a Connecticut Superior Court. 

Any claim by you asking for damages against the firm is not, however, eligible for arbitration. In 

the event you assert such a claim it must be resolved by a Connecticut court. If this is a 

commercial matter, you and any guarantor acknowledge the firm shall be entitled to recover its 

reasonable attorneys’ fees and expenses to collect the sums due to the firm.  

Municipal Funds. If, for any reason, we come into possession of municipal funds that we 

hold for the Client’s benefit, the Client agrees in accordance with C.G.S. 7-402(b) that we may 

designate a bank in which the firm maintains its Trustee Accounts (currently Bank of America, 

which may be subject to change) as the temporary deposit location for the public funds.  The 

Client further agrees that if the funds are to be held by the firm for less than ninety (90) days, 

they may be placed in an IOLTA Account, where any interest that accrues does so for the benefit 

of the indigent. 

This letter agreement contains the entire agreement between the Town of Simsbury and 

Pullman & Comley, LLC regarding the requested representation and the fees, charges and 

expenses to be paid.  If Client agrees with the terms of this letter, then please return a signed 

copy of this letter by mail, or by e-mail with a PDF attachment to my attention at 

jblank@pullcom.com.  Please do not hesitate to call me should there be any questions or 

comments concerning the matters set forth in this letter.  On behalf of Pullman & Comley, LLC, 

I look forward to assisting you. 

Best regards, 

 
Judith A. Blank 

 

 

 

CONSENT TO REPRESENTATION ON STATED TERMS 

The undersigned hereby approve and consent to each of the terms and conditions stated above. 

TOWN OF SIMSBURY 

 

 

 

http://www.ctbar.org/public/resolution-of-legal-fee-disputes-program
http://www.ctbar.org/public/resolution-of-legal-fee-disputes-program
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By:    

Name:   

Title:   

Date:   
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

SCOPE OF BOND COUNSEL SERVICES 

We have been engaged to advise the Municipality as Bond Counsel in connection with 

the issuance of the Municipality's general obligation bonds and notes (collectively, the "Bonds"). 

We are not undertaking to represent the Municipality or its interests in any other matter at this 

time. In the future we may agree to undertake additional matters for the Municipality as 

confirmed by us in a writing that specifies the scope of such new matter, which confirmation 

may be by e-mail. For purposes of this engagement, the Firm will be representing only the 

Municipality, and not any other persons, including persons affiliated with the Municipality. 

Generally, Bond Counsel's advice in connection with the issuance of municipal debt falls 

into three categories: state and local law compliance, federal and state tax law compliance, and 

securities law compliance. Set out below is the typical role of Bond Counsel in each of these 

categories in connection with a "plain vanilla" general obligation bond issue, which services we 

would expect to perform as part of this engagement. 

State and Local Law Compliance 

Bond Counsel's opinion on an issue of municipal bonds, notes or other obligations 

("bonds") typically addresses the following state and local law subjects: (I) the due and legal 

organization of the issuer; (2) the authority of the issuer to issue the bonds; (3) the validity of the 

proceedings for the issuance and delivery of the bonds; (4) compliance with any debt limitation 

law; (5) the validity of the bonds themselves; and (6) the source of payment or security for the 

bonds (e.g., that the bonds will be general obligations and that the issuer has the power to levy 

property taxes to pay the bonds). 

In conjunction with preparing and rendering its opinion, Bond Counsel is typically 

involved in: 

• reviewing the provisions of local charters and ordinances and state statutes 

applicable to the procedure for authorizing, selling and delivering the bond issue, 

advising as to applicable limitations on various types of financings, and, if 

necessary, drafting enabling legislation 

• assisting in determining the appropriate amount of the borrowing authorization 

and the bond issue to include necessary issuance costs and capitalized interest 

• preparing notices, resolutions, meeting minutes, certificates and other legal 

documents to be included in the bond transcript 

• advising as to compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 

• advising as to compliance with the election laws applicable to referenda, absentee 

ballots, and the preparation and distribution of explanatory materials 
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• advising as to the structuring of the issue, including maturity limits, paydown 

requirements and principal structuring limitations 

• preparing notices of sale and bid proposal forms distributed to potential bidders; 

and advising as to compliance with bidding requirements 

• addressing legal issues raised by the rating agencies 

• coordinating with the issuer's financial advisor, certifying bank, registrar and 

paying agent 

• preparing bond certificates and other closing documents, including any bond 

insurance and book-entry depository documentation 

Federal and State Tax Law Compliance 

Bond Counsel's opinion generally addresses the tax status of the municipal bonds for both 

state and federal income tax law purposes. if the municipal bond pays tax-exempt interest, 

investors will be willing to purchase the bond at a lower interest rate than they would a bond 

generating taxable interest income. This results in debt service cost savings for the issuer. Certain 

tax-exempt municipal bonds (so-called "bank-qualified" bonds), if held by a bank or other 

depository financial institution, receive additional preferential federal income tax treatment, thus 

making the bonds attractive at lower interest rates to these investors. Also, certain tax-exempt 

bonds do not generate interest income subject to state or federal alternative minimum tax.  Bond 

Counsel aids a municipal issuer in this respect by: 

• analyzing whether any "private activity" use and payments with respect to the 

financed project would preclude tax-exempt financing or require compliance with 

additional federal tax law requirements (including subjecting interest income to 

the federal alternative minimum tax) 

• analyzing project cashflow needs and sizing the issue such that the Municipality 

may invest the proceeds without restricting the investment yield to the reoffering 

yield on the bonds.  

• advising the issuer as to compliance with the requirement that arbitrage earnings, 

in the absence of an applicable exception, must be "rebated" to the Federal 

Treasury in order to maintain the tax exemption of the issue, including assistance 

in the preparation and filing of rebate returns with the IRS 

• advising the Municipality as to the various exceptions to the arbitrage rebate 

requirement and aiding the Municipality in documenting compliance with any 

applicable exception 

• analyzing whether the bonds can be issued as "bank-qualified" and preparing the 

necessary election 



 

A-3 

 

• ensuring that the bonds are issued in registered form, when required 

• preparing a tax compliance or regulatory agreement memorializing the issuers' 

representations and covenants with respect to tax law compliance 

• preparing and filing the applicable IRS informational return required for each tax-

exempt bond issue 

Securities Law Compliance 

The issuance of municipal securities is subject to various federal and state securities laws. 

The "Official Statement" prepared for a municipal bond issue serves the dual role of being a 

marketing document for the issuer and a disclosure document containing material information 

necessary to comply with the securities laws anti-fraud provisions. Bond Counsel generally aids 

municipal issuers in complying with securities laws by: 

• preparing the text of the portion of the Official Statement related to the opinion of 

Bond Counsel as to validity and federal and state tax exemption and the 

discussion of related federal and state income tax matters 

• reviewing other portions of the Official Statement, especially those portions 

regarding the bond terms, the authorized purposes, the security for the bonds and 

bondholders' remedies, outstanding and authorized debt and debt ratios, 

compliance with statutory debt limits and the description of the authorization 

process 

• preparing certifications as to the adequacy of the disclosure to be delivered by the 

municipal officials to the winning underwriter 

• advising the issuer and its consultants with respect to compliance with statutory 

and regulatory provisions applicable to the sale and delivery of bonds 

• preparing the Continuing Disclosure Agreement required under SEC Rule 15c2-

12 documenting the issuer's undertaking to provide annual financial information 

and operating data and notices of material events for the term of the bonds 

Our services as Bond Counsel in this engagement would not include the following 

matters, unless we were separately engaged to provide such assistance to the Municipality: 

• preparing requests for tax rulings from the Internal Revenue Service 

• preparing blue sky or investment surveys with respect to the Bonds 

• drafting state constitutional or legislative amendments 

• pursuing test cases or other litigation 
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• making an investigation or expressing any view of the creditworthiness of the 

Municipality or the Bonds 

• representing the Municipality in Internal Revenue Service examinations or 

inquiries, or Securities and Exchange Commission investigations 

• after the Bond closing, providing continuing advice to the Municipality or any 

other party concerning any actions necessary to assure that interest paid on the 

Bonds will continue to be excludable from gross income for federal income tax 

purposes (e.g., our engagement does not include rebate calculations for the 

Bonds) 

• except as described in above, assisting in the preparation or review of an official 

statement or any other disclosure document with respect to the Bonds, or 

performing an independent investigation to determine the accuracy, completeness 

or sufficiency of any such document or rendering advice that the official 

statement or other disclosure document does not contain any untrue statement of a 

material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the statements 

contained therein, in light of the circumstances under which they were made, not 

misleading 

• any other matter not specifically set forth above that is not required to render our 

opinion, as described above, with respect to the Bonds 

If we are asked to provide services that would not be included within the services 

provided pursuant to the fee schedule attached to this letter, we would consult with the 

Municipality regarding the basis on which such services will be billed.  
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ATTACHEMENT B 

 

FIXED FEE SCHEDULE 

 

Bond Counsel fees are based on the amount of bonds or notes authorized or issued, and are 

divided into three components: 

1. Bond Authorization 

2. Note Issues 

3. Bond Issues 

 

The percentage component of the fee calculation decreases as the size of the authorization and 

financing increases. 

Bond Counsel costs can be included in project costs and financed by bonding, just like other 

project costs, to avoid charges against the annual budget. 

Bond Authorizations: Fees pertaining to authorizations are calculated on a per project basis: 

Amount of Authorization Fee 

$2,500,000 or less $2,500 

Over $2,500,000 but not more than $10,000,000 .001 of authorization amount ($1,000 

per $1,000,000) 

Over $10,000,000 $10,000 plus .0005 of amount over 

$10,000,000 ($500 per $1,000,000) 

 

We normally postpone billing for authorization services until the first bond or note issue, so that 

funds are available to make payment. If a financing authorization is not approved or a financing 

is not consummated, we will expect to be compensated at our normal hourly rates for time 

actually spent on the Municipality's behalf, plus client charges, but not in excess of the fee 

schedule amounts.  When we bill, we provide a brief description of the services provided, the 

amount of the fee and the amount of each type of disbursement. If more detail is needed, it can 

be provided. 

 

Note Issues:  Fees pertaining to note issues vary based on the size of the issue, as follows: 

Amount of Notes Fee 

$2,500,000 or less $5,000 

Over $2,500,000 but not more than $7,500,000 $7,000 

Over $7,500,000 $10,000 plus .0005 of amount over 

$10,000,000 ($500 per $1,000,000) 
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Bond Issues: Fees pertaining to bond issues vary based on the size of the issue, as follows: 

 

Amount of Bonds Fee 

$2,500,000 or less $10,000 

Over $2,500,000 but not more than $7,500,000 $15,000 

Over $7,500,000 $20,000 plus .001 of amount over 

$10,000,000 ($1,000 per $1,000,000) 

 

We normally bill for bond or note issuance services at or near the delivery date. If an issue does 

not go forward, we will expect to be compensated at our normal hourly rates for time actually 

spent on the Municipality's behalf, plus client charges, but not in excess of the fee schedule 

amounts. When we bill, we provide a brief description of the services provided, the amount of 

the fee and the amount of each type of disbursement. If more detail is needed, it can be provided. 

Refunding Bonds:  There is a minimum of $20,000 per issue for refunding bonds. There is an 

additional $5,000 fee if the refunding escrow includes securities other than U.S. Treasury SLGs. 

Negotiated Issues:  The fee is based on the par amount of the bond or note plus any original 

issue premium to the extent not applied to Underwriter's discount. 

Disbursements:  Pullman & Comley, LLC’s charges for disbursements and other expenses 

incurred on a client's behalf are based on the accompanying "Schedule of Selected Client 

Recoverable Disbursements". This schedule is subject to periodic adjustment. 

Please Note:  This fee estimate is provided as a guide to estimate our current fees as Bond 

Counsel. The schedule is based on our experience in terms of average time, complexity and 

responsibility for recent bond or note issues. Our fees may vary if unusual or unforeseen 

circumstances arise which require a significant increase in our time or responsibility. If at any 

time we believe that circumstances may require an adjustment of our fees, we will consult with 

the Municipality. 

**************************************** 
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SCHEDULE OF SELECTED CLIENT RECOVERABLE DISBURSEMENTS 

 

Charges for disbursements and other expenses incurred on a client's behalf are based on the 

following schedule.  Charges apply to all offices.  This schedule is subject to periodic 

adjustment. 

Audio Visual Services At Firm cost 

 

Automated Document Preparation/Word 

Processing 

$46.00 per hour 

Automobile Travel At IRS standard business mileage 

reimbursement rate 

Courier and Overnight Delivery Services Actual invoice cost 

Electronic Document processing and Hosting Actual invoice cost 

Filing, Recording, Valuation, Registration Fees Actual invoice cost 

Food Service Actual invoice cost 

 

Reprographics 

Impressions B/W (copy/print/scan) $.15 per copy 

Impressions Color (copy/print/scan) $.60 per copy 

Digital Media $5.00 per item 

Reprographic Supplies At Firm cost 

 

Postage Actual cost when postage is $1.00 or 

more.  No charge when postage is less 

than $1.00 

Presentation Tools 

 

Oversized Color Prints $20.00 per sq. ft. 

Oversized Black & White Prints $1.25 per sq. ft. 

Desktop Publishing $35.15 per hour 

Exhibit Preparation $2.75 per sq. ft. per exhibit (including 

materials) 

Projector Equipment $150.00 per day for use of equipment 

 

Secretarial and other Support Staff Overtime No charge except in extraordinary 

situations 

Specialized Software Fees for Tax Preparation $48.00 per return 

Videoconferencing Equipment $125.00 per hour per site 
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Municipality:  _______________________________

Form NAA-01
2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA)

Program Proposal

This form must be completed and submitted to your municipality for approval. All items must be completed 
with as much detail as possible. If additional space is needed, attach additional sheets. Please type or 
print clearly. See attached instructions before completing. Do not submit this form directly to the 
Department of Revenue Services.

Part I — General Information

Name of tax exempt organization/municipal agency:  ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Federal Employer Identification Number:  ______________________________________________________

Program title:  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Name of contact person:  ___________________________________________________________________  

Telephone number:  ________________________________________________________________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Total NAA funding requested ($250 minimum, $150,000 maximum):  $  __________________________

Department of Revenue Services
State of Connecticut
(Rev. 02/21)

Is your organization required to file federal Form 990 or 990EZ, Return of Organization Exempt 
from Income Tax?

	 	 Yes 	No

If Yes, attach a copy of the first page of your most recent return.
If No, attach a copy of your determination letter from the U.S. Treasury Department, Internal 
Revenue Service.

              –              –                  



Part II — Program Information

Check the appropriate description of your program:

100% credit percentage
  ______ Energy conservation; or
  ______  Comprehensive college access loan forgiveness (see Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-635(3)).

60% credit percentage
  ______ Job training/education for unemployed persons aged 50 or over;
  ______ Job training/education for persons with physical disabilities;
  ______ Program serving low-income persons;
  ______ Child care services;
  ______ Establishment of a child day care facility;
  ______ Open space acquisition fund; or
  ______ Other (specify):  _________________________________________________________________

Description of program:  ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Need for program:  ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Neighborhood area to be served:  ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Plan to implement the program:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Form NAA-01 (Rev. 02/21) Page 2 of 5



Timetable:

 Program start date:  __________________________________

 Program completion date:  ____________________________

 The program completion date must not be more than two years from the program start date. A certified 
post-project review is due to the municipality overseeing implementation no later than three months 
after program completion date for all projects receiving $25,000 or more in NAA funding. 

Part III — Financial Information

Program Budget:
Complete in full. Expenditures must equal or exceed total funding.

Sources of Revenue:

  NAA funds requested  ______________________

 Other funding sources - itemized sources:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Total Funding:  ______________________

Proposed Program Expenditures:

 Direct operating expenses - itemized description:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Administrative expenses - itemized description:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Total Proposed Expenditures:  ______________________

Form NAA-01 (Rev. 02/21) Page 3 of 5
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Part IV — Municipal Information

To be completed by the municipal agency overseeing implementation of the program

Name of municipal agency overseeing implementation of the program:  _______________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address:  ______________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Name of municipal liaison:  _____________________________________________________________

Telephone number:  ___________________________________________________________________

Fax number:  _________________________________________________________________________

Email address:  _______________________________________________________________________

              –              –                  

              –              –                  

Post-Project Review

Is a post-project review required for this proposal?

	   Yes	   No

If Yes, date post-project review due:

 _________________________ 
 Date
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2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA)
Program Proposal

Instructions

Complete all items on Form NAA-01, 2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Program Proposal. 
Incomplete applications will not be accepted. For where to direct inquiries, see Contact Information below.

Part I — General Information
Enter the name of the tax exempt organization 
or municipal agency, address, Federal Employer 
Identification Number, and email address.
Program Title: Assign a unique program title to each 
program for which your organization is making an 
application.
Federal Form 990: Attach a copy of the first page of 
your organization’s most recent federal Form 990 or 
Form 990EZ. If your organization is not required to file 
either Form 990 or Form 990EZ, attach a copy of the 
determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service.

Part II — Program Information
Description of Program: Describe the program, 
including information about how the program will 
operate, its benefit to the community, how recipients 
will be selected, and any measures used to determine 
the program’s impact on the community.
Need for Program: Demonstrate a need for this 
program. For example, provide relevant statistics.
Neighborhood Area to Be Served: Describe the 
neighborhood or municipality this program will serve.
Plan to implement the program: Describe how 
the program will operate. Identify other persons or 
organizations involved in the administration of the 
program.
Timetable: Indicate the starting and completion dates 
of the program. The program completion date must not  
be more than two years from the program start date.

Part III — Financial Information
Each program proposal must include a program budget 
that includes all sources of funding and all anticipated 
expenditures. The information provided in the budget 
may be used during a post-project audit.
Sources of Revenue: The budget must include the 
requested NAA funding and any other anticipated 
revenue sources.
NAA Funding Requested: Indicate the total amount 
your organization is requesting for its program.

This amount may not exceed the total proposed 
expenditures. Please note that the minimum NAA 
funding is $250, with a maximum funding of $150,000 
per organization or agency per year.
Other Funding Sources: Provide a detailed 
description(s) and the amount(s) of all funding sources.
Proposed Program Expenditures: The budget must 
include a detailed description and the amount of all 
direct operating and administrative expenditures.  
Expenditures must equal or exceed total funding.
Direct Operating Expenses: Expenses include 
materials, equipment, wages, salaries, tuition fees, 
sub-contracting services, and any other expenses 
needed to administer the program.

Part IV — Municipal Information
This part is to be completed by the municipal agency 
overseeing implementation of the program.
Municipal Liaison: The municipality must designate 
an individual to serve as a liaison with DRS for all 
NAA matters.
Post-Project Review: Any program receiving $25,000 
or more in NAA funding is required to provide a 
post-project review, prepared by a certified public 
accounting firm, to the municipality overseeing the 
program. This review must be submitted to the 
municipality no later than three months after the 
program completion date.

Contact Information
Direct inquiries to:

Department of Revenue Services (DRS)
Neighborhood Assistance Act Program
Attn: Research Unit
450 Columbus Blvd Ste 1
Hartford CT 06103-1837

or call 860-297-5687.
TTY, TDD, and Text Telephone users only may 
transmit inquiries anytime by calling 860-297-4911. 
Taxpayers may also call 711 for relay services. A 
taxpayer must tell the 711 operator the number he or 
she wishes to call. The relay operator will dial it and 
then communicate using a TTY with the taxpayer.





Municipality:  _______________________________

Form NAA-01
2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA)

Program Proposal

This form must be completed and submitted to your municipality for approval. All items must be completed 
with as much detail as possible. If additional space is needed, attach additional sheets. Please type or 
print clearly. See attached instructions before completing. Do not submit this form directly to the 
Department of Revenue Services.

Part I — General Information

Name of tax exempt organization/municipal agency:  ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Federal Employer Identification Number:  ______________________________________________________

Program title:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Name of contact person:  ___________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:  ________________________________________________________________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Total NAA funding requested ($250 minimum, $150,000 maximum):  $  __________________________

Department of Revenue Services
State of Connecticut
(Rev. 02/21)

Is your organization required to file federal Form 990 or 990EZ, Return of Organization Exempt 
from Income Tax?

	 Yes 	No

If Yes, attach a copy of the first page of your most recent return.
If No, attach a copy of your determination letter from the U.S. Treasury Department, Internal 
Revenue Service.

              –              –                  



Part II — Program Information

Check the appropriate description of your program:

100% credit percentage
  ______ Energy conservation; or
  ______  Comprehensive college access loan forgiveness (see Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-635(3)).

60% credit percentage
  ______ Job training/education for unemployed persons aged 50 or over;
  ______ Job training/education for persons with physical disabilities;
  ______ Program serving low-income persons;
  ______ Child care services;
  ______ Establishment of a child day care facility;
  ______ Open space acquisition fund; or
  ______ Other (specify):  _________________________________________________________________

Description of program:  ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Need for program:  ________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Neighborhood area to be served:  ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Plan to implement the program:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Timetable:

 Program start date:  __________________________________

 Program completion date:  ____________________________

 The program completion date must not be more than two years from the program start date. A certified 
post-project review is due to the municipality overseeing implementation no later than three months 
after program completion date for all projects receiving $25,000 or more in NAA funding. 

Part III — Financial Information

Program Budget:
Complete in full. Expenditures must equal or exceed total funding.

Sources of Revenue:

  NAA funds requested  ______________________

 Other funding sources - itemized sources:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Total Funding:  ______________________

Proposed Program Expenditures:

 Direct operating expenses - itemized description:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Administrative expenses - itemized description:
 a)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 b)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 c)  ________________________________________________   ______________________

 d)  _______________________________________________   ______________________

 Total Proposed Expenditures:  ______________________
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Part IV — Municipal Information

To be completed by the municipal agency overseeing implementation of the program

Name of municipal agency overseeing implementation of the program:  _______________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address:  ______________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Name of municipal liaison:  _____________________________________________________________

Telephone number:  ___________________________________________________________________

Fax number:  _________________________________________________________________________

Email address:  _______________________________________________________________________

              –              –                  

              –              –                  

Post-Project Review

Is a post-project review required for this proposal?

	   Yes	   No

If Yes, date post-project review due:

 _________________________ 
 Date



 

Town of Simsbury  

 
754 HOPMEADOW STREET                        SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

                         Community &  Social Services Department
 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3283 
Facsimile (860) 408-7046 

kformanek@simsbury-ct.gov 
www.simsbury-ct.gov 

Office:  Eno Memorial Hall 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

    
 
Program description for the Town of Simsbury, Department of Community and Social Services 
 
The Simsbury Food Closet serves low income individuals and families.  Pre-COVID, the Food 
Closet consisted of three programs; Bread Day, Closet Day, and Cheese Day.  Bread Day occurs 
once per week and we distribute bread and bakery items to anyone in need.  Closet Day is once a 
month where individuals can pick from non-perishable foods in our closet.  Both of those 
programs were suspended during COVID.  Cheese Day is our largest program where monthly we 
provide fresh meat, dairy, produce, non-perishable foods, household cleaning products and 
toiletries.  This program continued during COVID in a drive through fashion and later, curbside.  
Prior to COVID we served a monthly average of eighty households.  During COVID we saw a 
significant increase in food insecurity, particularly in our families with children.  Our average 
distribution rose to one-hundred and forty households.   
 
We are proposing to be able to provide a $25 grocery store gift card to all monthly participants.  
This allows them the opportunity to purchase what they need outside of what they receive in 
donated products.      
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2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA)
Program Proposal

Instructions

Complete all items on Form NAA-01, 2021 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Program Proposal. 
Incomplete applications will not be accepted. For where to direct inquiries, see Contact Information below.

Part I — General Information
Enter the name of the tax exempt organization 
or municipal agency, address, Federal Employer 
Identification Number, and email address.
Program Title: Assign a unique program title to each 
program for which your organization is making an 
application.
Federal Form 990: Attach a copy of the first page of 
your organization’s most recent federal Form 990 or 
Form 990EZ. If your organization is not required to file 
either Form 990 or Form 990EZ, attach a copy of the 
determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service.

Part II — Program Information
Description of Program: Describe the program, 
including information about how the program will 
operate, its benefit to the community, how recipients 
will be selected, and any measures used to determine 
the program’s impact on the community.
Need for Program: Demonstrate a need for this 
program. For example, provide relevant statistics.
Neighborhood Area to Be Served: Describe the 
neighborhood or municipality this program will serve.
Plan to implement the program: Describe how 
the program will operate. Identify other persons or 
organizations involved in the administration of the 
program.
Timetable: Indicate the starting and completion dates 
of the program. The program completion date must not  
be more than two years from the program start date.

Part III — Financial Information
Each program proposal must include a program budget 
that includes all sources of funding and all anticipated 
expenditures. The information provided in the budget 
may be used during a post-project audit.
Sources of Revenue: The budget must include the 
requested NAA funding and any other anticipated 
revenue sources.
NAA Funding Requested: Indicate the total amount 
your organization is requesting for its program.

This amount may not exceed the total proposed 
expenditures. Please note that the minimum NAA 
funding is $250, with a maximum funding of $150,000 
per organization or agency per year.
Other Funding Sources: Provide a detailed 
description(s) and the amount(s) of all funding sources.
Proposed Program Expenditures: The budget must 
include a detailed description and the amount of all 
direct operating and administrative expenditures.  
Expenditures must equal or exceed total funding.
Direct Operating Expenses: Expenses include 
materials, equipment, wages, salaries, tuition fees, 
sub-contracting services, and any other expenses 
needed to administer the program.

Part IV — Municipal Information
This part is to be completed by the municipal agency 
overseeing implementation of the program.
Municipal Liaison: The municipality must designate 
an individual to serve as a liaison with DRS for all 
NAA matters.
Post-Project Review: Any program receiving $25,000 
or more in NAA funding is required to provide a 
post-project review, prepared by a certified public 
accounting firm, to the municipality overseeing the 
program. This review must be submitted to the 
municipality no later than three months after the 
program completion date.

Contact Information
Direct inquiries to:

Department of Revenue Services (DRS)
Neighborhood Assistance Act Program
Attn: Research Unit
450 Columbus Blvd Ste 1
Hartford CT 06103-1837

or call 860-297-5687.
TTY, TDD, and Text Telephone users only may 
transmit inquiries anytime by calling 860-297-4911. 
Taxpayers may also call 711 for relay services. A 
taxpayer must tell the 711 operator the number he or 
she wishes to call. The relay operator will dial it and 
then communicate using a TTY with the taxpayer.
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SIMSBURY SPIRIT COUNCIL 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE 
Approved by Board of Selectmen on October 14, 2020 

Revised May 10, 2021 
1. Purpose 

A. The Simsbury SPIRIT Council is a special committee tasked with welcoming, 
celebrating, and taking actions to support diversity and inclusion among current and 
future community members.  

B. The purpose of the Simsbury SPIRIT Council shall be to represent the Simsbury 
community at large and serves as diversity champions to help Simsbury become more 
inclusive, fostering awareness, action, and a community where all voices are welcomed 
and each and every individual can live, work, learn and play in a safe environment 
with meaningful and healthy relationships. The Council is comprised of 
representatives from the community at-large, town departments, and the Simsbury 
Public Schools.  
 

2. Effective Date 
This policy shall remain in effect until revised or rescinded.  The Town reserves the right 
to amend this policy as necessary. 

 
3. Goals 

A. The goals of the SPIRIT Council are: 
1) To identify and resolve diversity and inclusion issues in our community. 
2) To foster a welcoming atmosphere for all in Simsbury   

 
4. Composition/Voting/Meetings 

A. The size of the Council shall consist of eighteen (18) members.  Membership on the   
Council shall be comprised of representatives from the community at-large.  Staff 
liaisons are ex-officio members with full participation rights, but are non-voting 
members and do not count towards the appointed composition of Council. 

B. The Director of Community Social Services, or other staff member as assigned by the 
Director, will be a standing staff liaison.  The Town will aspire to have a staff liaison 



 

 

from each of the following departments as assigned by the department head: Simsbury 
Police Department and Simsbury Public Library. 

C. The Simsbury Board of Education has created an Equity Council to act in a similar 
capacity as SPIRIT Council.  SPIRIT Council will have a consistent educational liaison 
as a part of their membership.  The liaison will share the ongoing work of the 
Simsbury Public Schools' Equity Council as well as update the Board of Education 
with pertinent information relative to the SPIRIT Council.   

D. The initial term for members will expire December 5, 2021. Thereafter, members shall 
have two (2) year terms coterminous with the Board of Selectmen. 

E. For the initial appointment recommendations, the Council will submit 
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen.  For subsequent terms, beginning 
December 6, 2021, the Board of Selectmen and its Personnel Sub-Committee will use 
its usual process and procedure for identifying and appointing candidates. The Board 
of Selectmen may alternatively choose to seek recommendations from the Council. 

F. One of the 18 membership slots on the Council will be designated for a parent or 
guardian of child or children participating in the Open Choice program in the 
Simsbury Public Schools.   

G. One of the 18 membership slots on the Council will be designated for a youth 
representative who attends the Simsbury Public Schools.  

H. A single Chair and Vice Chair, or Two Co-Chairs and a Vice Chair, (to be determined 
by the Council) shall be elected by the Council on their first meeting following a new 
term.  Chair/Co-Chair and Vice Chair appointments can be considered as frequently 
as annually, but not fewer than once every two years coinciding with the beginning of 
a new term. 

I. Any member of the SPIRIT Council may be removed by the Board of Selectmen, 
upon the recommendation of the Town Manager, for cause.  Such member will be 
afforded an opportunity for a public meeting with the Board of Selectmen prior to a 
final decision being made regarding their status for removal. The purpose of the public 
meeting is to give the member an opportunity to be heard in person before the Board 
of Selectmen prior to a final decision being made.   

J. Any member who is absent from more than fifty (50) percent of SPIRIT Council 
meetings during any twelve (12) month period may be removed, and the vacancy shall 
be filled as outlined in Section 4B.  An exception may be granted by and at the 
discretion of the Town Manager due to a member’s illness or other exigent 
circumstances.   

K. Each of the 18 appointed representatives shall have one vote. As ex-officio members, 
staff liaisons do not have voting rights. 

L. Meetings shall be held as often as necessary to carry out the purpose and meet 
established goals, but generally monthly. Attendance shall be recorded in the minutes 
of the meeting. A quorum shall be determined by the number of appointed members, 



 

 

with a quorum being one more than half the number of members. A quorum is not 
needed to run a meeting if no action is being taken.  A quorum must be present for 
formal action to be taken. 

M. Regular meeting schedules shall be established annually and filed in accordance with 
Connecticut General Statutes, currently no later than January 31st annually.   

N. SPIRIT Council meetings are open to the public, and guests may make comments 
during the portion of the meeting agenda that permits public audience. 

O. A member of the Council will act as secretary and record all minutes and actions.  
P. The Community and Social Services Department shall be responsible for scheduling 

and cancelling meetings, distributing minutes and the filing of said minutes, as well as 
other duties that may be necessary. 

Q. The Council shall follow Roberts Rules of Order and may establish additional rules 
and/or procedures to govern the conduct of meetings, and review those rules and 
procedures on an annual basis. All FOIA rules and regulations will be adhered to. 

R. The SPIRIT Council shall provide an update to the Board of Selectmen at least once 
per year. The update may be oral or written. 
 

5. Expenses 
A. No Compensation, Reimbursement of Expenses.  Members of the Council shall 

receive no compensation for their services.  However, members shall be reimbursed 
for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, when such 
funds are available in the Town’s approved budget and authorized in advance by the 
Director of Community and Social Services.   

B. Commitment of Town Funds.  In the performance of its duties, the Council shall not 
incur any expense, or obligate the Town to pay any expense, unless funds have been 
appropriated by the Town specifically for the use of the Council and authorized in 
advance by the Director of Community and Social Services. 

 
6. Subcommittees and Ad Hoc Work Groups 

A. Subcommittees. The SPIRIT Council shall be permitted to have Subcommittees 
comprised of members of the Council. Subcommittee meetings shall be open to the 
public similar to meetings of the full Council and shall be formed to help the Council 
fulfill its goals listed in Section 3.A. All sub-committees will report back to the full 
Council at its monthly meeting.  Sub-Committees shall also file an annual calendar as 
outlined in Section 4.J.  Sub-Committees shall also prepare minutes as outlined in 
section 4.O.  Sub-committees shall also follow Robert’s Rules of Order and FOIA 
rules as outlined in Section 4.Q. 



 

 

1) Events Subcommittee: To create opportunities that promote diversity and 
inclusion allowing for personal growth through exposure to a variety of ideas, 
experiences and cultures that make meaningful contributions to our community.  

2) Outreach Subcommittee: Promote awareness of SPIRIT committee and partner 
with other organizations locally and regionally to drive progress in diversity, 
equity and inclusion efforts.  

3) Data/Audit Subcommittee: To gather data and to assess progress towards DEI 
goals developed by the Simsbury SPIRIT Council. 

B. Ad Hoc Work Groups. The Board of Selectmen may, from time-to-time, create ad 
hoc work groups of the SPIRIT Council to review a specific task, issue, or other 
matter.  Once the assigned work has been completed, the ad hoc work group will be 
dissolved. 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Special Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 11:48a.m.  Present were:  First Selectman 

Eric Wellman; Deputy First Selectman Sean Askham; board members Jackie Battos, Mike Paine, Wendy 

Mackstutis and Chris Peterson.  Others in attendance included Town Manager Maria E. Capriola, Deputy Town 

Manager Melissa Appleby, Town Attorney Bob Decrescenzo, and Management Specialist Thomas Fitzgerald.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Set Automatic Referendum Date for Meadowood and Approve Referendum Question for 

Meadowood 

Mr. Wellman read the resolution as follows: Shall the Town of Simsbury appropriate $2,515,860 for the 

purchase and improvement of Meadowood (approximately 288 acres of undeveloped land located off 

Hoskins Road, County Road and Firetown Road); and authorize bonds and notes in the same amount to 

finance said appropriation? 

 

[Full text of the resolution as read at the April 24, 2021 Special Town Meeting is included on the 

following pages] 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to set the date of Tuesday, May 4, 2021 for automatic referendum for 

Meadowood, pursuant to Section 406 of the Town Charter, from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Simsbury 

Public Library, 725 Hopmeadow Street. Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion. Mr. Wellman, Mr. 

Askham, Ms. Mackstutis, Mr. Peterson and Mr. Paine were in favor, Ms. Battos opposed. The motion 

passed 5 to 1.  

 

b) Proposed Meadowood Explanatory Text 

Mr. Wellman gave an overview of the explanatory text and what it is intended for. Attorney 

DeCrescenzo informed the Board of Selectmen the text was sent to the SEEC and their proposed 

revisions were included in the text.  

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to approve and authorize issuance of the explanatory text as presented. Staff 

is authorized to make changes as recommended by the Town Attorney, Bond Counsel and SEEC. Ms. 

Mackstutis seconded the motion. Mr. Wellman, Mr. Askham, Ms. Mackstutis, Mr. Peterson and Mr. 

Paine were in favor, Ms. Battos opposed. The motion passed 5 to 1. 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn at 11:52p.m. Mr. Peterson seconded the motion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Thomas Fitzgerald 

Management Specialist 
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RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $2,515,860 FOR the purchase and improvement of 

Meadowood (approximately 288 acres of undeveloped land located off Hoskins Road, 

County Road and Firetown Road); AND AUTHORIZING BONDS AND NOTES IN THE 

SAME AMOUNT TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION 

RESOLVED, 

(a) That the Town of Simsbury appropriate TWO MILLION FIVE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 

THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS ($2,515,860) for the purchase and 

improvement of Meadowood (approximately 288 acres of undeveloped land located off Hoskins 

Road, County Road and Firetown Road).  The appropriation may be spent for planning and 

engineering and other consultants’ fees, equipment costs, land acquisition, design and 

construction costs, site improvements, including, but not limited to, signage, parking 

improvements and improvements to the barns, legal fees, net temporary interest and other 

financing costs, and other expenses related to the project and its financing.  The Board of 

Selectmen may determine the particulars, and may reduce or modify the scope of the project, and 

the entire appropriation may be spent on the reduced or modified project.   

(b) That the Town issue bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed TWO MILLION FIVE 

HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS ($2,515,860) to 

finance the appropriation for the project. The bonds or notes shall be issued pursuant to Section 

7-369 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended, and any other 

enabling acts.  The bonds or notes shall be general obligations of the Town secured by the 

irrevocable pledge of the full faith and credit of the Town.  The term of the bonds or notes shall 

not exceed ten years.   

(c) That the Town issue and renew temporary notes from time to time in anticipation of the 

receipt of the proceeds from the sale of the bonds or notes for the project.  The amount of the 

notes outstanding at any time shall not exceed TWO MILLION FIVE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 

THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS ($2,515,860).  The notes shall be issued 

pursuant to Section 7-378 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended.  

The notes shall be general obligations of the Town and shall be secured by the irrevocable pledge 

of the full faith and credit of the Town.  The Town shall comply with the provisions of Section 7-

378a of the General Statutes with respect to any notes that do not mature within the time 

permitted by said Section 7-378. 

(d) That the Town Manager and the Treasurer of the Town shall sign any bonds or notes by 

their manual or facsimile signatures.  The law firm of Pullman & Comley, LLC is designated as 

bond counsel to approve the legality of the bonds or notes.  The Town Manager and the 

Treasurer are authorized to determine the amounts, dates, interest rates, maturities, redemption 

provisions, form and other details of the bonds or notes; to designate one or more banks or trust 

companies to be certifying bank, registrar, transfer agent and paying agent for the bonds or notes; 

to provide for the keeping of a record of the bonds or  notes; to designate a financial advisor to 

the Town in connection with the sale of the bonds or notes; to sell the bonds or notes  at public or 

private sale; to deliver the bonds or notes; and to perform all other acts which are necessary or 

appropriate to issue the bonds or notes. 

(e) That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Federal Income Tax Regulation 

Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be paid from temporary advances of available funds and 

that the Town reasonably expects to reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of 

borrowings in an aggregate principal amount not in excess of the amount of borrowing 

authorized above for the project.  The Town Manager and the Treasurer are authorized to amend 

such declaration of official intent as they deem necessary or advisable and to bind the Town 

pursuant to such representations and covenants as they deem necessary or advisable in order to 
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maintain the continued exemption from federal income taxation of interest on the bonds or notes 

authorized by this resolution, if issued on a tax-exempt basis, including covenants to pay rebates 

of investment earnings to the United States in future years. 

(f) That the Town Manager and the Treasurer are authorized to make representations and 

enter into written agreements for the benefit of holders of the bonds or notes  to provide 

secondary market disclosure information, which agreements may include such terms as they 

deem advisable or appropriate in order to comply with applicable laws or rules pertaining to the 

sale or purchase of such bonds or notes. 

(g) That the Board of Selectmen, the Town Manager, the Treasurer and other proper officers 

of the Town are authorized to take all other action which is necessary or desirable to complete 

the project and to issue bonds, notes or other obligations to finance the aforesaid appropriation. 

(h) That, pursuant to Section 809 of the Town Charter, this Resolution be presented to a 

referendum vote under the following caption: 

Shall the Town of Simsbury appropriate $2,515,860 for the purchase and improvement of 

Meadowood (approximately 288 acres of undeveloped land located off Hoskins Road, County 

Road and Firetown Road); and authorize bonds and notes in the same amount to finance said 

appropriation?   
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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on ZOOM due to COVID-19.  

Present were:  First Selectman Eric Wellman; Deputy First Selectman Sean Askham; Board members Jackie 

Battos, Wendy Mackstutis, Chris Peterson, and  Michael Paine.  Others in attendance included:  Town Manager 

Maria E. Capriola; Deputy Town Manager Melissa Appleby; Town Engineer Jeff Shea; Director of Culture, 

Parks and Recreation Tom Tyburski; Finance Director/Treasurer Amy Meriwether; Code Compliance Officer 

Tom Hazel; Director of Community and Social Services Kristen Formanek and other interested parties. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PUBLIC AUDIENCE 

 

• email written comments to ebutler@simsbury-ct.gov  by 12:00 P.M. Monday, April 26, 2021, to be read 

into the records; or 

•  email tfitzgerald@simsbury-ct.gov by 12:00 P.M. Monday April 26, 2021, to register to address the 

Board of Selectmen through ZOOM 

 

Mr. Wellman read an email from Shannon Knall to the Zoning and Planning Commission and Board of 

Selectmen.  She is advocating for a revision on zoning regulations to allow 1000 sq. ft. ADU’s without the 

approval of the Zoning Commission and an Equity and Housing Task Force to examine current housing 

practices and creation of a plan for equitable housing. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis read an email from Joan Coe, who spoke about comments from the meeting on April 7, 2021, 

pictures not being shown at the meeting, Grange comments, the Meadowood acquisition, public audience at the 

Police Commission meetings, and other issues. 

 

Robert Pomeroy, Chairman of the Board of Finance, spoke to the Board about the Meadowood acquisition 

issues between the Board of Finance and Board of Selectmen.  He spoke about the three Boards having many 

challenges during the budget process.  He spoke about creating work groups for 2022/2023 capital projects this 

summer.  He feels all the Boards need to work together to make the budget process work.  

 

Kevin Kurian who spoke about affordable housing in Simsbury.  He spoke about regulations to allow 1000 sq. 

ft. ADU’s.  He would like to see a task force created to come up with a policy on this issue and wants a letter 

sent to the Zoning Commission. 

    

PRESENTATIONS 

 

a) Aquarion Stratton Brook Facility Upgrade Presentation 

 

Michael Hiltz from Aquarion and Alan Wells from Tighe and Bond spoke about the Aquarion Stratton Brook 

Project.  This project will improve water quality and reliability in Simsbury.  There are two projects going on 

right now. They spoke about the existing and proposed access drive, which would be a big improvement.  They 

are hoping to have the projects completed by August of 2021.  

 

 

mailto:ebutler@simsbury-ct.gov
mailto:tfitzgerald@simsbury-ct.gov
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b) SPIRIT Council Presentation 

 

Presenters were Cheryl Cook, Nicole Kodak and Tenesha Grant. 

 

Ms. Kodak update the Board on their events and monthly conversations. She also spoke about housing and 

COVID-19 issues.    

 

Ms. Cook noted that the Council always outreaches to different groups for activities and events that could be 

added.  She also spoke about ADU issues and the creation of a task force.    

 

Ms. Grant spoke about criminal justice and educating the equity council, food insecurities, the health point 

crisis, etc.   

 

Discussion ensued regarding a potential task force dedicated to affordable housing.  Ms. Capriola said it would 

be more productive if a proposal was made to the Board with the Council’s specific ideas on what issues the 

task force would discuss and how it would be handled. 

 

After discussion about creating a task force, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to add a sub-

committee to the SPIRIT Council to focus on housing which would be tasked with identifying scope and 

focusing on housing issues in the community.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  Mr. Wellman, Mr. Peterson, 

Ms. Battos, Mr. Askham and Mr. Paine voted to approve the motion with Ms. Mackstutis opposing.  Therefore, 

the motion passed. 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wellman, First Selectman, reviewed his First Selectman’s Report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Capriola, Town Manager, reviewed her Town Manager’s Report. 

 

SELECTMEN ACTION 

 

a) Donation from St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

 

Ms. Battos made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to accept a donation from St. Matthew Lutheran Church, in 

the amount of $2,000, for the purpose of supporting Simsbury’s Community and Social Services Department 

and Food Programs with our thanks.   Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

b) Proposed Revisions to the Juvenile Review Board Procedures 

 

Ms. Capriola said there was a parental notification issue, that was recognized by the Town Attorney, about 

notifications to a parent or legal guardian. The revision was to add custodial parent to these procedures. 

   

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the proposed changes to the Juvenile Review 

Board Procedures (Policy).  Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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c) FY 2022 Historic Documents Preservation Grant Program 

 

Mr. Wellman said this grant would support digitizing older Town land records.  This would require an 

additional financial distribution from the Town.   Ms. Capriola said the balance would come from the Clerk’s 

special revenue fund.   

   

Ms. Battos made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to submit the FY 2022 Historic Documents Preservation 

Grant Program application and to authorize Maria E. Capriola, Town Manager, to designate Ericka L. Butler, 

Town Clerk, as the agent for making the above application.   If the Grant is awarded, to accept the FY 2022 

Historic Documents Preservation Grant and to authorize Maria E. Capriola, Town Manager, to execute related 

documents to the grant award.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

d)  Tax Refund Requests 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the presented tax refunds, in the amount of 

$2,379.91, and to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola to execute the tax refunds.  Mr. Paine seconded 

the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

e) Rescission of Temporary Prohibitions of the Acceptance of Cash Payments 

 

Mr. Wellman said it has been about one year since the Town has not been accepting cash due to COVID-19.  

We know a lot more now about how the virus spreads and the staff is now requesting accepting cash payments 

again. 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective, May 3, 2021, to rescind the temporary prohibitions of accepting cash 

payments. Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

f) Board of Selectmen Position on Revised Bill 1105:  An Act Eliminating the Proposed Tax on Certain 

Motor Vehicles and Adjusting the Uniform Policy Assessment Rate 

 

Mr. Wellman said revised Bill 1105 would result in approximately an $8,000,000 hole in Simsbury’s budget 

due to revenue loss.  

 

After some discussion, Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to send the attached letter to the 

Joint Committee on Finance, Revenue and Bonding Representative John Hampton and Senator Kevin Witkos 

outlining Simsbury’s opposition to Revised Bill Number 1105; An Act Eliminating the Property Tax on Certain 

Motor Vehicles and Adjusting the Uniform Policy Assessment Rate.   Ms. Battos seconded the motion.  All 

were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

g) License Agreement for Storage Shed Installation at Simsbury Farms by the Simsbury Youth Hockey 

Association 

 

Mr. Tyburski said this shed would be in an out of the way location near the other sheds and would be paid by 

the Youth Hockey Association. 
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Ms. Mackstutis made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola to 

execute the proposed license agreement with the Simsbury Youth Hockey Association.  Mr. Askham seconded 

the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

h) Golf Cart Lease Agreement 

 

Mr. Tyburski said this agreement is the same as the previous agreement.  It is for 5 years and there haven’t been 

any complaints about this golf pro. 

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to authorize Town Manager, Maria E. Capriola, to execute 

the proposed golf cart lease agreement between the Town of Simsbury and John Verrengia.  Mr. Askham 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

i) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Simsbury Performing Arts Center – Conard  High School 

Concert 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

the Conard High School Concert.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed.                

 

j) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Simsbury Performing Arts Center – Simsbury High School 

Concert 

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

the Simsbury High School Concert.   Mr. Askham seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed.  

 

k) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Simsbury Performing Arts Center – Riley’s Dance Recital 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

Riley’s Dance Recital.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

l) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Roux Cajun Eatery Concert 

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

the Roux Cajun Eatery Concert.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

m) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Farmington Valley Dance and Music Recital 

 

Ms. Battos made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

the Farmington Valley Dance and Music Recital.   Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 
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n) Memorial Day Ceremony and Celebration 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of the Simsbury Performing Arts Center ad to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for 

the Memoria Day Ceremony and Celebration.  Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

o) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge – Simsbury 350
th

 Park Dedication 

 

Mr. Paine made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of Simsbury Parks and Recreation and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for the 

Simsbury 350
th

 Hopbrook Landing Park Dedication.  Ms. Battos seconded the motion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

p) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge – Shapiro Wedding 

 

Ms. Mackstutis made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of Simsbury Parks and Recreation and to authorize the public gathering permit for the Shapiro Wedding.           

Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

q) Proposed Public Gathering Permit – Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge – LoPresti Wedding 

                   

Mr. Askham made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to approve the Public Gathering Permit application on 

behalf of Simsbury Parks and Recreation and to authorize the issuance of the public gathering permit for the 

LoPresti Wedding.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

r) Proposed Revisions to Chapter 25 of the Town Code Concerning the Historic District Commission; 

Schedule Public Hearing 

 

Mr. Paine said there has been a challenge to find people to serve on the Historic District Commission and to get 

a quorum for meetings. 

 

Ms. Mackstutis made a motion, effective April 26, 2021, to set a Public Hearing to receive public comment 

concerning proposed revisions to Chapter 25 of the Town Code concerning the Historic District Commission 

for 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May 24, 2021.   Mr. Paine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

a) Regular Meeting of April 7, 2021 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2021, and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 

 

b) Special Meeting of April 14, 2021 

 

There were no changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2021, and, therefore, the minutes were 

adopted. 
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SELECTMEN LIASION AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

a) Personnel – no report at this time. 

b) Finance – no report at this time. 

c) Welfare – no report at this time. 

d) Public Safety – no report at this time. 

e) Board of Education – Ms. Mackstutis said there will be a Board of Education meeting tomorrow night at 

Tootin’ Hills.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS  

 

a) Memo from T. Roy, RE:  Paving work 2021, dated April 6, 2021 

b) Memo from M. Capriola, RE:  Administrative Approvals for Public Gathering Permits, dated April 

21, 2021 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Askham made a motion to adjourn at 8:02 p.m.  Ms. Mackstutis seconded the motion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kathi Radocchio 

Clerk 



Lower Farmington and Salmon Brook Wild and Scenic Committee Update 

For the Wild and Scenic Partner Towns 

 

Who Are We? Just a Reminder! 

 The Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook Wild and Scenic Committee (LFSWS) 

is the advisory river management committee that resulted from the waterways’ federal 

designation as Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers. LFSWS is made up of a town-appointed 

representative and alternate from each partner town (Avon, Bloomfield, Burlington, East 

Granby, Farmington, Granby, Hartland, Simsbury and Windsor), representatives from the 

Farmington River Watershed Association, the Pequabuck River Watershed Association and the 

Salmon Brook Watershed Association, Stanley Black and Decker, the Connecticut Department 

of Energy and Environmental Protection and the National Park Service. 

Before We Received Federal Funding (September, 2019 – September, 2020) 

Once the waterways were designated in March, 2019, we needed to build the committee.  The 

towns helped by appointing their representatives and alternates. By September, 2019 we were 

ready to start meeting.  

• We developed our bylaws and elected officers.  

• We established two subcommittees, the Resource Protection Subcommittee and the 

Education and Outreach Subcommittee.  

• We developed a workplan and a budget for carrying out conservation and education and 

outreach initiatives. 

• We enjoyed some river-related education programs on Zoom, about the CT DEEP’s 

fisheries program, Connecticut’s turtles and the problems of invasive plants and the 

benefits of the native ones. 

And Then We Were Funded (October, 2020 – present) 

Receiving our first funding was exciting, and we were ready to put it to work.  Some of what we 

spent needed to be used for internal purposes, such as funding a person to provide professional 

support for our work. Most of it will benefit the waterways more directly. How have we used it 

so far? 

• We contracted with the Farmington River Watershed Association for water quality 

monitoring work.  

• We contracted for a survey of our fresh water mussels. (The Farmington River is the only 

river that has all twelve southern New England mussel species, or did in the past.  Our 

hope is that we will find that it still does. See the related article in the Partnership Wild 

and Scenic Rivers (PWSR) News from the National Park Service. There is a link in bold, 

below.   

• We contracted for a survey of amphibians and reptiles in our area. See the related article 

in the Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers PWSR News from the National Park Service.  



• We engaged a graphic designer to create a logo for the waterways. 

• We are using a website designer to update our website and to link it to our Facebook 

page. 

• Our small grants program is up and running. So far we have awarded three small grants:  

to the Town of Avon for clearing overgrowth from a trail at Fisher Farm along the 

Farmington River; to the Town of Bloomfield for hiring a geosystems firm to create maps 

for the Farmington River Parks; and to East Granby Land Trust for a summer camp 

program at Granbrook Park, where kids will learn about the stream and the life it 

supports. 

• We wanted to share our efforts with you.   Our grant funding is small this year, but we 

are happily anticipating an increase in FY22 funding, which will be available to us at the 

start of October, 2021.  We hope to have a chance to work with you, and we hope you 

will take the time to look at the Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers News, March, 2021, 

which features the Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook. Here is the link: 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/partnership-wild-and-scenic-rivers-news-march-

2021.htm 

 

With my best wishes, and in appreciation for your support, 

Sally Rieger 

Chairman 

Lower Farmington River and Salmon Brook  

Wild and Scenic Committee 
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