
 

Town of Simsbury 
 

933 HOPMEADOW STREET ~ SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

Wendy Mackstutis, First Selectman
 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3231 
www.townofsimsbury.com 

ewellman@simsbury-ct.gov 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

8:30 - 7:00  Mondays 
8:30 - 4:30 Tuesday through Thursday 

8:30 - 1:00 Friday 
 

      
 

Hometown Hero Selection Committee 
Monday, May 2, 2022  

Main Meeting Room, Town Hall 
6:00 p.m. 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
 

Call to Order 
 

1. Housekeeping Items 
a) Selection of Chair  
b) 2023 Meeting Date (5/1/23) and Awards Ceremony (5/22/23) 

 
2. Discussion on Hometown Hero Nominations 
 
3. Determine Hometown Hero Award Recipient(s) 
 
4. 2022 Ceremony (5/23/22) 

 
5. Minutes of May 3, 2021 
 

Adjournment 

http://www.townofsimsbury.com/


 

Town of Simsbury 
 

933 HOPMEADOW STREET  ~  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 

Maria E. Capriola – Town Manager
 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3230 
Facsimile (860) 658-9467 

  townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov 
www.simsbury-ct.gov 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
8:30 – 7:00 Monday  

8:30 - 4:30  Tuesday through Thursday 
8:30 - 1:00  Friday 

 

To:  Trish Munroe, Town Clerk 
 
Cc:  Thomas Fitzgerald, Management Specialist 
  Hometown Hero Selection Committee 
   
From: Maria E. Capriola, Town Manager 
 
Date:  May 3, 2022 
 
Re:  Hometown Hero Selection Committee - 2023 Regular Meeting Schedule 
 
 
At their meeting on May 2, 2022 the Hometown Hero Selection Committee agreed by consensus 
to establish a regular meeting schedule for 2023 as follows: 
 
Monday, May 1, 2023 at 6pm 
 
The meetings will be held virtually or in a location to be determined. Meetings will be properly noticed in 
accordance with FOIA requirements.  
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Town of Simsbury 
 
       933 HOPMEADOW STREET  SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070 
 
 

 

Telephone  (860) 658-3230 
Facsimile (860) 658-9467 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

8:30 - 1:00  Monday through Friday 
8:30 - 4:30  Monday through Thursday 

8:30 – 1:00  Friday 
 

Guidelines for the Hometown Hero Program 
Adopted by Board of Selectmen 

November 13, 1996 
Amended February 23, 1998 
Amended March 26, 2018 

 
 
1. Background Information 

The Program was initiated in 1986 by Governor William O’Neill as part of the 350th 
Anniversary of the founding of Connecticut.  Any municipality could designate residents as 
“Hometown Heroes” for any deed or service that made the community a better place in 
which to live.  State certificates were presented to the 42 individuals and 4 organizations on 
May 12, 1986.  The following year, First Selectwoman Margaret Shanks continued the 
program with certificates developed for Simsbury, naming 48 designates.  It has been 
continued since, with Hometown Heroes recognized at a ceremony during the month of May 
as May 12th is the date of Simsbury’s birth. 

 
2. Criteria for Selection 

A. A person(s) who is a resident, or who is active in the Simsbury community, or who 
lived in Simsbury during the time period that is under consideration. 

 
B. Person(s) who has demonstrated selfless and altruistic behavior which contributes 

significantly to the betterment of our Town. 
 

C. That such deed or action performed inures primarily to the Town of Simsbury, although 
not necessarily exclusively; and that. 

 
D. Any individual or group that has been nominated to the Hometown Hero Award 

Committee (henceforth “Committee”) shall be duly considered with the following 
exceptions: 

The hero shall not be a member of Town staff, nor a sitting elected or 
appointed official.  Nor shall the hero have benefited economically from his/ 
her endeavors on behalf of the Town. 

 
E. There will be no quotas or automatic selections by the Committee.  Recognizing the 

premise that an abundance of awards will dilute the significance of the award, the 
Committee is duly charged to use its discretion in the number to be awarded. 

  



 

 

 
3. The Selection Process 

A. Written nominations will be requested and received during a thirty (30) day period 
typically occurring in whole or part during the months of March and/or April. 

 
B. The Selection Committee shall review the names nominated for the Hometown Hero 

Award.  The Committee shall make selection and approve the list of award recipients 
no later than two weeks prior to the scheduled ceremony. 

 
C. The Town Manager’s Office shall notify all award recipients of the time and place of 

the award ceremony. 
 
D. The Town Manager’s Office shall complete arrangements for the ceremony such as 

scheduling, publicity, and refreshments. 
 

E.  The names of award recipients will be engraved on the Hometown Heroes plaque 
displayed in Town Hall. 

 
4. The Selection Committee 

The Selection Committee shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen on a biennial basis.  
The Selection Committee shall consist of the First Selectman, a Board of Selectmen member 
of the opposite party, a member of the Historical Society, a business leader, a previous 
hometown hero, and a member of a veterans or service organization, with the goal of non-
partisanship in mind. 

 
The membership of the Committee shall be recommended by the First Selectman and the 
Town Manager to the Board of Selectmen.  The Board of Selectmen is the appointing 
authority. 
 
Staff assistance to the Selection Committee shall include reasonable requests deemed 
necessary by the Committee. 
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Marcus Joshua

From: Simsbury CT via Simsbury CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com>

Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 10:20 PM

To: Marcus Joshua

Subject: Form submission from: Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Submitted on Monday, April 18, 2022 - 10:20pm 
Submitted by anonymous user:  
Submitted values are: 

Name of Nominee: Mary Root 
 

Description of Nominee: Mary Root is a kind, energetic and inspiring woman. She loves people and makes everyone she 
meets feel special. Mary is especially good with seniors and has worked as an instructor at the Simsbury Senior Center 
for over 20 years. Due to the pandemic, Mary could no longer teach her line dancing class at the Senior Center, but she 
took the initiative to find a place so she could continue to give lessons and fitness classes to keep the seniors she loves 
healthy. Mary is creative and misses no opportunity to celebrate holidays with her class by dressing up in appropriate 
costumes and giving out treats. Occasionally Simsbury resident Edna Schreindorfer, who is 100 years of age, will stop by 
with her caretaker to attend Mary’s class. Mary will always go out of her way to make Edna feel welcome and will tailor 
the class to Edna’s abilities. Her passion for life inspires her students to be the best they can be. She has made a 
difference in the lives of Simsbury seniors. Mary Root would be the perfect choice for the Hometown Hero award. 
Nominee's Status During Period Under Consideration: Active In Simsbury Community 
Name of Person Completing Form: Christine Healy 
Phone Number (or other contact information) of Person Completing Form:  
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Marcus Joshua

From: Simsbury CT via Simsbury CT <cmsmailer@civicplus.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 4:50 PM

To: Marcus Joshua

Subject: Form submission from: Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Submitted on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 - 4:49pm 
Submitted by anonymous user:  
Submitted values are: 

Name of Nominee: Mary Root 
 

Description of Nominee: 
Dear Home Town Hero Committee, 
There is so much that can be said about Mary Root its hard to know where to begin. You could mention her bubbly 
personality, or her commitment to helping the older population be stronger and independent for as long as possible, or 
maybe even mention her endless stream of jokes and laughter. (or crazy ensembles!) 
In fact Mary is so much more than that. She is caring and devoted, a font of wisdom on many subjects concerning the 
“aging 
process” and most importantly an asset to the community (Farmington Valley) that benefits from her presence even tho 
she does not 
reside in the Farmington Valley. She travels daily to Simsbury, Avon, Bloomfield and UConn to teach aerobics, line 
dancing and 
swimming (and possibly more that I am not aware of) to those most at risk for falling, developing physical and mental 
impairments and in need of overall knowledge to help in assuring that they have the best quality of life possible for as 
long as possible. Her credentials are very impressive and lengthy. 
During co-vid rather than teach on zoom Mary traveled to many businesses in the Farmington Valley til she found one 
willing to allow her to continue with her exercise and line dancing classes in person, in a secure setting. She found that 
with the Old Well Tavern and owner Frankie Cardoso. 
Not only did we have our own room, but there wasn’t a charge and he turned the heat on for us during then colder 
months. A grateful 
THANK YOU to Frankie and his staff and server extraordinaire Christy. They opened early on Thursdays so that after our 
class we were 
able to order off their menu and all eat together. 
I believe with all she does for the community now and has done for countless years that Mary Root truly embodies the 
definition of 
“A HomeTown Hero”. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this and consider Mary. She is definitely a town gem! 

Sincerely 
Karen Bushong 
Nominee's Status During Period Under Consideration: Active In Simsbury Community 
Name of Person Completing Form: Karen Bushong 
Phone Number (or other contact information) of Person Completing Form:  
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Nomination Form 2019 

Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program – 2022 
 
Please return to the Town Manager’s Office, 933 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT  06070 - no later than 
6:00 pm on Monday, April 25, 2022. Forms may also be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov. 
To complete a form online, visit http://www.simsbury-ct.gov/hometownhero. 
 

Criteria for Selection 
(Adopted by the Board of Selectmen, November 13, 1996; Amended February 23, 1998 & March 26, 2018) 

A. A person(s) who is a resident, or who is active in the Simsbury community, or who lived in 
Simsbury during the time period that is under consideration; 

B. Person(s) who has/have demonstrated selfless and altruistic behavior which contributes 
significantly to the betterment of our Town; 

C. That such deed or action performed inures primarily to the Town of Simsbury, although not 
necessarily exclusively; and that 

D. Any individual or group that has been nominated to the Hometown Hero Award Committee 
(henceforth ‘Committee’) shall be duly considered with the following exceptions:  The Hero shall 
not be a member of Town staff, nor a sitting elected or appointed official.  Nor shall the Hero have 
benefited economically from his/her endeavors on behalf of the Town. 

 

Name of Nominee: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Address: ___________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Phone Number: ________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Email Address: _ ______________________________________ 
 
Please describe the Nominee’s act/deed and/or behavior which contributes/contributed to the Town of 

Simsbury and attach to this form: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check one of the following regarding the Nominee’s status during time period under consideration: 
 
�  Simsbury Resident  �  Active in Simsbury Community  �  Lived in Simsbury at time 
 
Name & Phone Number of Person completing form or (Contact Information for Person completing form) 
 
______________ ________________________________________ 

 

Ieke Scully

s

Ieke Scully is one of those community leaders who practices what she preaches. As advocates 
for historic preservation as well as sustainable and green energy, she and her husband Mark 
transformed the historic Ensign house, creating a space that is both eco-friendly, as well as 
economy-friendly. 

She deeply cares for the town of Simsbury, and it shows. Literally. Often you will find her 
serving at the Simsbury Historic Society, in whatever capacity she might be needed, whether 
that is blowing leaves in the fall, helping organize the garden tour, or on the board. She sings in 

Kate Tortland - 

mailto:townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov
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Marcus Joshua

From: Fitzgerald Tom
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 8:22 AM
To: Marcus Joshua
Subject: FW: Ieke Scully - Hometown Hero Nomination
Attachments: Hometown Hero Nomination - Ieke Scully.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi josh, 
 
This is for the hometown hero tracking.  
 
From: Kate Tortland   
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2022 7:14 PM 
To: Manager Town <townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov> 
Subject: Ieke Scully - Hometown Hero Nomination 
 
Hi there! I just wanted to submit this nomination. The full paragraph did not show on the PDF, so I'm copying the full 
reasons for nomination below. The PDF nomination is also attached. Thank you! 
 
-Kate Tortland 
 
"Ieke Scully is one of those community leaders who practices what she preaches. As advocates for historic preservation 
as well as sustainable and green energy, she and her husband Mark transformed the historic Ensign house, creating a 
space that is both eco-friendly, as well as economy-friendly.  
 
She deeply cares for the town of Simsbury, and it shows. Literally. Often you will find her serving at the Simsbury Historic 
Society, in whatever capacity she might be needed, whether that is blowing leaves in the fall, helping organize the 
garden tour, or on the board. She sings in the choir at First Church, and is active within her congregation.  
 
Additionally, she is quick to make friends with almost anyone, and will just be just as likely to stop by a friend's house to 
lend a hand with yard work, or to drop off some fresh eggs from her chickens, as she would to advocate for the things 
she believes in with the members of town government. She is constantly looking for opportunities to support this town.  
 
I have never met anyone who does more practically, for the town of Simsbury as Ieke, and certainly no one who does it 
with such energy, joy, selflessness, and sense of purpose."  
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Nomination Form 2019 

Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program – 2022 
 
Please return to the Town Manager’s Office, 933 Hopmeadow Street, Simsbury, CT  06070 - no later than 
6:00 pm on Monday, April 25, 2022. Forms may also be emailed to townmanager@simsbury-ct.gov. 
To complete a form online, visit http://www.simsbury-ct.gov/hometownhero. 
 

Criteria for Selection 
(Adopted by the Board of Selectmen, November 13, 1996; Amended February 23, 1998 & March 26, 2018) 

A. A person(s) who is a resident, or who is active in the Simsbury community, or who lived in 
Simsbury during the time period that is under consideration; 

B. Person(s) who has/have demonstrated selfless and altruistic behavior which contributes 
significantly to the betterment of our Town; 

C. That such deed or action performed inures primarily to the Town of Simsbury, although not 
necessarily exclusively; and that 

D. Any individual or group that has been nominated to the Hometown Hero Award Committee 
(henceforth ‘Committee’) shall be duly considered with the following exceptions:  The Hero shall 
not be a member of Town staff, nor a sitting elected or appointed official.  Nor shall the Hero have 
benefited economically from his/her endeavors on behalf of the Town. 

 

Name of Nominee: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Address: ____________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Phone Number: _____________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Email Address: _______________________________ 
 
Please describe the Nominee’s act/deed and/or behavior which contributes/contributed to the Town of 

Simsbury and attach to this form: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check one of the following regarding the Nominee’s status during time period under consideration: 
 
  Simsbury Resident    Active in Simsbury Community    Lived in Simsbury at time 
 
Name & Phone Number of Person completing form or (Contact Information for Person completing form) 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Margaret Kennedy

Margaret moved to Simsbury, with her husband John, in 1993 from Yonkers NY.  They chose to move to Barry Lane because, 
as senior citizens, they loved the idea of living in a dynamic neighborhood full of young families. Once they moved here they 
joined every club and organization they could so they could immerse themselves in our community.  They were amazingly 
supportive of all of us in the neighborhood. She has been a consummate member of our book club since its inception 27 years 
ago.  We were one of multiple book clubs she joined. Since 1993 Margaret has been very involved in her Church community at 
the  First Church of Christ Simsbury. There she served on several committees one of which was a group of people who went 
into Hartford to Tutor at the Maria Sanchez School. She did that for close to 20 years while being in her 80s! She was active 
on the hospitality committee and through that served at the monthly Men's Senior Luncheon up until COVID. She volunteered 
at the Simsbury Public Library Book Sale every year until 2020.  She also shared her accounting skills for many years through 
the Senior Center by helping seniors in town do their taxes. At 102 years old she is an inspiration to all of those who know her. 
We feel she exceeds all the criteria for this award.  Margaret would make a wonderful Hometown hero.

Tara & Jay WIllerup and Joyce &Tom Benneche 



Published on Simsbury CT (https://www.simsbury-ct.gov)

Home > Government > Town Manager's Office & Human Resources > Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program > Webform results > Nomination Form
for Hometown Hero Program

Submission information

Form: Nomination Form for Hometown Hero Program [1]

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified)
April 25, 2022 - 3:30pm

Name of Nominee:
Melissa Jean Gonzalez

Nominee’s Address:

Nominee’s Phone Number:

Nominee’s Email Address:

Description of Nominee:
Melissa Jean Gonzalez is the owner of a local dance studio called Terpsichore. She has been a
resident of Simsbury for 37 years since 1985. She opened Terpsichore in 1993. She is
approaching 30 years of business serving the community. She has over 120 students enrolled
ranging from 2 years to adults. Melissa has been a stable and encouraging resource for the
children during the last two years of the pandemic. Melissa created a safe and fun environment
where the kids could just be kids and didn’t have to worry about what was going on in the world.
When the world went virtual, Melissa had to quickly learn zoom and turned dance classes into
fun virtual dance classes. This wasn’t an easy task and something which wasn’t her expertise.
She hosted dance classes and activities including dance parties, games and trivia on zoom. This
was during a time when the kids couldn’t see their friends so she provided a fun online
environment for the kids to be “together”. When classes were able to resume, Melissa set up an
outdoor dance camp with cohorts and bought bottles of sanitizer, cleaning supplies and
implemented new health policies. She realized the seniors lost a lot in 2020 (e.g. senior prom,
activities, and regular graduation) she was determined to make sure they didn’t lose their last
dance recital. She arranged a socially distanced dance recital outside for the kids to perform and
most importantly for the seniors. It was the first time the kids had seen each other in person. It
was magical for the kids to be able to see their friends in person.

In June 2020, she was told her lease was not being renewed and she had to move by July 2020.

Submission #53 https://www.simsbury-ct.gov/print/91963/submission/26016
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It’s not easy moving a dance studio. She had to pull up the dance floors, remove the ballet bars,
remove the dance mirrors and move all of the costumes. She moved into a building in Mill Pond
Lane. She had to paint each room, put the dance floor in, add the ballet bars, decorate the rooms
and make it into her studio. In the fall of 2020, she continued her dance classes continuing the
focus on socially distancing, health checks and extra cleaning protocols. She held an outdoor
Halloween dance show for the kids to be able to perform. When she found out the high school
wasn’t doing an in person musical she added a musical class so the kids would have an
opportunity to perform. They performed the musical 13 outside. She built a stage so she could
have the shows outside, bought a mat for tap so it could be used outside and other equipment.
She had the two dance recitals outside and one at Iron Horse.

In early Dec 2021, she found out that she had to move AGAIN from her dance studio. Luckily she
found a place close in Mill Pond but she had to move within 3 weeks during the Holiday season.
She had to do the same work as the last studio – paint each room, move the dance floor, add the
ballet bars, decorate the rooms, move all of the costumes and furniture, etc. Plus, on top of
moving she had a Disney trip for the dancers during the Dec – Jan break. Everyone was so
excited and couldn’t wait for the trip. They practiced all summer and fall to be able to dance at
City walk in Universal. Approximately 50 people went on the dance trip to Disney/Universal with
going to 6 parks in 7 days. It was an amazing time with lots of great memories for the kids. It was
probably one of the first vacations many of them had in the last two years. It was exactly what the
kids needed for their mental health.

In addition to running her studio, she did the dance choreograph the middle school production of
Frozen Jr.

Melissa’s tuition is very reasonable and family friendly. She has a family plan where kids and
adults from the same family can take as many classes for one price. She runs her studio as very
inclusive and as a family atmosphere. She has Halloween and Holiday parties for the kids. She is
very inclusive and several students with special needs attend several classes. Not only is
Melissa a dance teacher but she is a role model for her students, the parents and the community.
She is warm and welcoming and exactly what the kids needed during such a difficult time for
their mental health.

I understand she is a business owner but I guarantee she doesn’t make much money because of
everything she does for these kids. She has helped over 200 kids not only get through the
pandemic emotionally but thrive through it. They were able to be safe, with their friends and do
what they love to do - perform.

I hope you will consider her as a hometown hero after she has done so much to impact the
Simsbury families for almost 30 years in the community.

Nominee's Status During Period Under Consideration
Active In Simsbury Community

Name of Person Completing Form
Kerry Kelley and all of the dance parents at Terpsichore Dance

Phone Number (or other contact information) of Person Completing Form

Source URL: https://www.simsbury-ct.gov/node/91963/submission/26016
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Hometown Hero Selection Committee 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, May 3, 2021 

 

MINUTES - DRAFT 

 

 

Members Present: TJ Donahue, Elaine Lang, Mike Paine, Eric Wellman, Leonard Lanza,  

 

Staff Present: Maria Capriola, Thomas Fitzgerald 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM. 

 

1) Housekeeping Items 

a) Selection of Chair: Mr. Paine nominated Mr. Wellman as Chair of the Hometown Hero 

Selection Committee. Mr. Donahue seconded the motion, all were in favor.  

b) Mr. Wellman asked the Committee about establishing May 2, 2022 as their regularly 

scheduled meeting date for 2022, hearing no concerns the 2022 Hometown Hero 

Selection Committee’s regular meeting was set for May 2, 2022 with a tentative date for 

the awards ceremony of May 23, 2022.  

 

2) Discussion on  Hometown Hero Nominations 

The Committee discussed all of the nominations in detail.  

 

3) Determine Hometown Hero Award Recipient(s) 

Mr. Lanza moved to recognize the volunteers of the Farmington Valley Visiting Nurses 

Association and the Farmington Valley Health District as Hometown Hero Recipients, Ms. Lang 

seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

 

Mr. Donahue moved to recognize Lori George and Carolyn Clement as Hometown Hero 

Recipients, Ms. Lang seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

 

Ms. Lang moved to recognize Kevin Kurian as a Hometown Hero Recipient, Mr. Donahue 

seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

 

Mr. Lanza moved to recognize Jan Lintner, Dorothy Mackay and Sharene Wassell as Hometown 

Hero Recipients, Mr. Donahue seconded. All were in favor.  

 

Mr. Paine moved to have First Selectman Wellman send a thank you for your service to the 

community letter on behalf of the committee to Mr. Orenstein, Mr. Donahue seconded the 

motion. All were in favor. 
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Mr. Lanza moved to have First Selectman Wellman send a thank you for your service to the 

community letter on behalf of the committee to Ms. Starr, Mr. Paine seconded the motion. All 

were in favor.  

 

Mr. Donahue moved to recognize Bob Kane as a Hometown Hero Recipient, Ms. Lang 

seconded. All were in favor.  

 

4) 2021 Ceremony and Pandemic Impact on Event 

Mr. Wellman asked the group about their thoughts moving the ceremony back from the original 

date of May 26
th

 to later in June to try and allow for a small in person gathering. Ms. Lang 

mentioned inviting the 2020 recipients as well since they did not get an in person ceremony due 

to COVID-19. The current target date for the ceremony is June 28, 2021 at 5:00 PM out on the 

Town Hall Lawn. Staff will begin preparing for a small in-person ceremony.  

 

5) Minutes 

The minutes of May 7, 2020 were approved as presented by consensus.  

 

Mr. Lanza moved, Ms. Lang seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:34 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Thomas Fitzgerald 

Management Specialist 

Town of Simsbury 
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