
FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 

TO: Board of Selectmen
FROM: Wendy Mackstutis – First Selectman
DATE: March 11, 2024

FY 2024/2025 Budget Process 
We are deep into the budget process and have been focused on getting through the process. We 
spent all day on Saturday, March 9th working through the budget, and continued at our Monday 
March 11th meeting, which went until 10:00 PM. We finalized our BOS budget, and it will now 
go to our Board of Finance. It’s been a lot of work and time for the Selectmen, our Finance team, 
the Town Manager’s Office, and the Board of Finance. See the dates below for how you can 
participate in the process and be heard.  

Tri-Board Meeting (BOF, BOS, BOE) – 12/19/2023 at 5:45 Simsbury Public Library 
Police Commission Budget presentation - 1/22/2024 at 5:00pm Town Hall Main Meeting 
Room  
Town Manager Budget presentation to BOS – 2/26/2024 6:00pm Town Hall Main 
Meeting Room  
BOS Budget Workshop – Town Hall Main Meeting Room  - 3/9/2024 9:00am  
BOS Meeting –3/11/2024 6:00pm Town Hall Main Meeting Room  BUDGET 
ADOPTED 
BOS Budget presentation to BOF – 3/19/2024 5:45 (Town Hall-Main Meeting Room) 
BOF Public Hearing – WEDNESDAY 4/3/2024 6:00pm Simsbury Public Library 
Budget Referendum – May 2024 

Women’s History Month 
Thank you to Tenesha Grant, Open Choice Liaison at both SHS and HJMS for inviting me to 
meet with the HJMS Girls Empowerment group and speak to them during Women’s History 
Month. I was honored to speak to this group of young women in 8th grade about how become our 
town’s Chief Elected Official, and about my professional experience prior to that. I did a lot of 
thinking about my road to ‘success’ and it became apparent that all women have multiple choices 
that they can make, with potential twists and turns along the way. I also realized that age is 
irrelevant in regard to when you become successful, as I am celebrating my 68th birthday 
tomorrow and this is far from where I even expected to be in my career.  

Early Voting is Coming to Town 
Our Simsbury Registrars of Voters, Karen Cortes and Susan Salina have been hard at work 
preparing for the NEW in-person early voting in the State of CT. All voters registered with a 
party are able to vote in the upcoming Democratic and Republican Presidential Preference 
Primaries.  Hours are 10 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. March 26-28 and March 30. Absentee ballots will 
also be available, following regular protocol. Day of voting will be held at all 4 polling locations 
on April 2. (Latimer Lane voting will be at Henry James in the front gym.)  



From the Bike Ped Advisory  
Safe cycling programs offered – see below.  

Open Space Committee 
As honorary chair of this committee (by charter), I am surrounded by committee members who 
steeped in knowledge about our environment, trees, invasives, pollinators and more, that I do not 
hold, but continue to learn about. At our last meeting, Margery Winter shared this post about an 
upcoming series, and I promised to share it in my First Selectman’s report.  

Simsbury Farms Golf Course 
It’s OPEN!! 

HB5446 Simsbury Community Media 



Thank you to Mark Orenstein for his support of our local Community Access Stations in CT. He 
came to our BOS meeting and the board consented to agree to provide testimony on this bill, 
which will help fund ‘SCTV’. I provided the testimony attached, with the help of Mark and 
Selectman Beal, who are both on the SCM Board of Directors.  

Office Hours 
Check my webpage for updates, which are being updated.   
Cell - 860-543-3770  Email - wmackstutis@simsbury-ct.gov to set something up that works for 
you. 

mailto:wmackstutis@simsbury-ct.gov


TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

TO: Board of Selectmen
FROM: Marc Nelson – Town Manager
DATE: March 11, 2024

DEPARTMENT NEWS & NOTES 

Police Department: The annual citizens police academy started on Thursday February 22, 2024. 
This is the 21st annual citizens police academy. Over the ten-week academy, adult residents, 
business owners and town employees will learn about the services provided by the Police 
Department, the region and the court system, meet and interact with the men, women and K9 of 
the police department, and observe officers on patrol and dispatchers in our communications 
center. 

Town Manager’s Office: The Human Library is coming this month, Saturday, March 23rd @ 10 
AM, to the Simsbury Public Library, organized by the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Council! 

In the best sense of the word, the Human Library is a library of people and their experiences with 
prejudice. However, instead of paperback books, actual people are on loan for conversations. 
The concept is about acknowledging and challenging the prejudice that we all carry towards one 
another. For that reason, the Human Library creates a safe space for conversation where topics 
subject to taboo, marginalization, or stigmatization can be openly addressed without 
condemnation. The people acting as Books have directly or indirectly been exposed to prejudice, 
bias, or discrimination based on aspects of their person, heritage, or life experiences. At the 
Human Library, we invite in all questions and our Books engage in sharing their personal 
experiences with Readers. 

Social Services: Cheese Day is tomorrow, 9 AM, at the Shepard of the Hills Lutheran Church! 
Cheese Day, our food distribution event, is typically held on the second Tuesday of each month. 
Participants are scheduled for shopping appointments at 15-minute intervals.  

Pantry bags are provided for clients to bring each time.  At appointments, clients are able to 
select items, and receive fresh produce and household goods. 

Residents who meet income guidelines, are eligible to be a Pantry participant, and meet the legal 
definition of being homebound, may receive a monthly delivery of their Pantry items. This is a 
volunteer-based service and relies on the availability of volunteers.   

Thank you…. 


