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FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT  

TO: Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Eric Wellman – First Selectman 

DATE: March 9, 2020 

 

Coronavirus 
The Town is in regular contact with the Farmington Valley Health District, which is monitoring this 

rapidly evolving situation. The Health District is aggregating information on its website. The Health 

District is an excellent source of information, much of which links directly to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. Public Health officials continue to emphasize that, while, the immediate risk of 

this new virus to the American public is believed to be low at this time, everyone can do their part to 

respond to this emerging public health threat. This includes basic hygiene, such as washing hands with 

soap and water, along with avoiding contact with those who are sick, staying home when we are sick, and 

disinfecting frequently touched objects. Hartford Healthcare has established a 24 hour hotline for anyone 

who has questions about the virus: (860) 972-8100. 

 

Budget Season 
As the Town of Simsbury prepares its Fiscal Year 20/21 budget, we are aggregating information on this 

website. You’ll find the Town Manager’s proposed budget as well as a link to the full budget document. 

The Town Manager’s proposed budget seeks to maintain current programs and services while advancing 

Board of Selectmen priorities.  

 

All inclusive, Simsbury’s budget is just over $100 million. More than 75% of our budget is dedicated to 

our schools. The school budget is developed by the Superintendent, in collaboration with the Board of 

Education. It’s approved by the Boards of Education and Finance before it ultimately comes to the voters 

for referendum.  Our Town budget funds services such as police, public works, parks, and our library. Our 

Town budget is developed by our Town Manager in collaboration with the Board of Selectmen. It’s 

approved by the Boards of Selectmen and Finance before coming to the ballot for referendum.  

The Board of Education is aggregating its budget information on this website.  

 

Upcoming Dates 

 March 10, the Board of Education presents its budget to the Board of Finance 

 March 11, the Board of Selectmen has a special meeting to discuss and likely adopt the Board of 

Selectmen budget 

 March 17, the Board of Selectmen presents its budget to the Board of Finance 

 April 7, the Board of Finance holds a public hearing 

 The budget referendum is tentatively scheduled for May 19 at Henry James 

 

I know I join my colleagues on the Board of Selectmen in welcoming and encouraging your feedback 

throughout this process. I hope you will share with us your priorities by email, speaking in public 

audience (at the beginning of every Board of Selectmen meeting), or attending the Board of Finance’s 

budget hearing  on April 7. I am always glad to meet with any resident by appointment.  

 

The U.S. Census is Coming This Spring 

In Mid-March, homes across the country will begin receiving invitations to complete the 2020 Census. 

Once the invitation arrives, surveys can be completed in three ways: online, by phone, or by mail. I 

encourage all households to complete the census, which determines our representation in Congress and 

http://www.fvhd.org/
https://www.simsbury-ct.gov/finance/pages/2020-2021-budget-information-0
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/boe/budget
mailto:ewellman@simsbury-ct.gov;saskham@simsbury-ct.gov;ckelly@simsbury-ct.gov;ppeterson@simsbury-ct.gov;ccook@simsbury-ct.gov;mpaine@simsbury-ct.gov?subject=Website%20Email%20for%20the%20Board%20of%20Selectmen
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how hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funding will be distributed. Learn more about the 2020 

Census here.  

 

There have been some scams reported in our community that have targeted seniors where people claimed 

to have been calling from the census. Please remember that no one from the census will ever ask for your 

social security number, a credit card or bank account number, or money of any kind.  

 

Board of Selectmen Workgroups 
Short-term rental ordinance: The Board of Selectmen has formed a work group to develop an ordinance 

to regulate the market for short-term rentals in Simsbury on sites such as Airbnb. Selectmen Jackie Battos 

and Chris Peterson are representing the Board of Selectmen on the workgroup. There will also be 

representation from the Economic Development Commission, The Tourism Committee, and the Zoning 

and Planning Commissions. The model we are looking at developing would permit short-term rentals in 

our zoning code (rentals less than 30 days), and we would develop an ordinance that describes how short-

term rentals would be regulated.  

 

Wildlife Feeding Ordinance: The Board of Selectmen has asked the Public Safety Subcommittee to 

work on an ordinance that would address the intentional feeding of certain kinds of wildlife. Selectmen 

Sean Askham and Chris Peterson are representing the Board of Selectmen on this workgroup. The group 

has collected feedback from the Department of Environmental Protection, trash haulers, and other 

stakeholders and has developed a draft ordinance. The draft will be shared with the Public Safety 

Subcommittee at its next meeting and then come to the Board of Selectmen this spring.  

 

Parks and Rec Special Revenue Fund: Staff recently completed an analysis of the Parks and Rec 

Special Revenue Fund, which has been operating at a deficit for 7 of the past 11 years. We have formed a 

workgroup with representation from the Board of Selectmen, Board of Finance, and Culture Parks and 

Rec Commission for the purpose of reviewing the analysis and making policy recommendations. Sean 

Askham and Chris Peterson are representing the Board of Selectmen on this workgroup. I commend staff 

for their thorough analysis, which can be found in our meeting packet from January 13, starting on page 

23.  

 

Tax Abatement Ordinance for Volunteer Firefighter and Ambulance Personnel: The state recently 

passed legislation, raising to $2 thousand the allowable tax abatement for volunteer firefighters and 

ambulance personnel. Currently, Simsbury grants a $1 thousand abatement for volunteers with at least 

five years of experience. Between the Fire Department and Ambulance Association, we have more than 

90 volunteers who serve our town, providing a high-level of service at an incredible value. The Fire 

District has asked that we consider increasing that abatement to the highest allowable amount. We have 

formed a workgroup to consider amending our ordinance that governs this abatement with Selectwomen 

Jackie Battos and Wendy Mackstutis. Meetings are scheduled for March 18 and April 1 – both at 8am at 

Town Hall. They are open to the public.  

 

School Facilities Master Plan  
Our school district is in the process of completing a facilities study to develop a long-term plan for 

managing aging buildings and a growing school-age population. For the most up to date information, I 

recommend visiting the Board of Education’s website where information is being compiled on the master 

planning process. You can view the presentation that was shared at the March 4
th

 public forum here and 

the results of the recent public survey here. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Culture Parks and Rec is organizing an Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for April 11 at Simsbury Meadows. 

The egg hunt is free and is intended for children ages 3 – 10. It will take place between 9 and 11am.  

https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://www.simsbury-ct.gov/sites/simsburyct/files/agendas/1-13-2020_0.pdf
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/facilities-study
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/uploaded/District_Content/files/Facilities_Master_Plan_and_Reconfiguration/03_04_2020_-_Public_Forum_Presentation_Revised.pdf
https://www.simsbury.k12.ct.us/uploaded/District_Content/files/Facilities_Master_Plan_and_Reconfiguration/Survey_Results_February_2020.pdf
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Simsbury’s 350th Anniversary  
This year Simsbury is celebrating its 350th anniversary since it was incorporated in 1670. Work is well 

underway to plan a series of events throughout the year to celebrate this milestone. You can learn more 

about opportunities to get involved at Simsbury350.com. You can also follow the committee’s Facebook 

page at Facebook.com/Simsbury350.  

 

The Opening Ceremony will take place at 2pm on Sunday May 17 at First Church. The event will 

tell Simsbury’s story and feature performing arts, history, and music. It will be followed by a giant 

birthday party at Hopbrook Landing, the new park next to the Flower Bridge. The event is free, but tickets 

are needed to attend the ceremony. They will be available starting on April 15. No ticket is necessary to 

attend the birthday party.  

 

The Opening Ceremony will be followed by River Day, which will take place June 27 from 10am to 

2pm. This is an all-ages event with no admission fee that will encompass activities at the Pinchot 

Sycamore, Old Drake Hill Flower Bridge and Curtiss Park. Food trucks, ice cream, face painting and a DJ 

will provide entertainment on Old Bridge Road throughout the day. There will also be a limited number 

of kayaks and canoes that can be borrowed to paddle from the Pinchot Sycamore to the Simsbury Crew 

Boathouse.   

 

Finally, save the date for the closing gala, which will take place November 13 at the Riverview.  

 

Community for Care 
Community for Care and the Simsbury Spirit Council invite you to join them for a panel discussion about 

implicit bias, how our unconscious beliefs shape our experiences. It will take place March 11 at 6:30pm at 

the Simsbury Public Library.  

 

Welcome to New Businesses 

 A ribbon cutting for Your CBD Store, located at 1243 Hopmeadow Street will take place March 

19 at 5:00pm.  

 Tolk Chiropractic and Wellness is celebrating its grand re-opening on Thursday March 26 4:30 – 

6:30pm at 102 Hopmeadow Street.   

 

Simsbury Loan Locker 

I am excited to share that the Simsbury Loan Locker is open for business. The Loan Locker allows our 

residents to borrow certain kinds of durable medical equipment free of charge. It’s currently being housed 

in the Apple Barn near Simsbury Farms. Anyone interested in donating or borrowing equipment can call 

(860) 658-3224 or email SimsburyLoanLocker@gmail.com. The kinds of equipment available include 

walkers, canes, knee scooters, wheel chairs, and bed rails. The Loan Locker is run by volunteers and 

coordinated by the Simsbury Aging and Disability Commission. My thanks to all involved! 

 

Sustainable CT Certification  

Earlier this year, Simsbury became a member of Sustainable Connecticut, which provides a voluntary 

certification program for communities across the state. We recently learned that we have received 

Sustainable CT’s Silver certification, the highest award currently offered by the organization. In receiving 

Silver status, Simsbury is recognized for implementing a broad range of sustainability initiatives. I want 

to thank the Clean Energy Task Force and the Sustainability Team, which headed up this effort. Also 

thank you to the Board of Selectmen for their support of this work.  

 

 

 

http://simsbury350.com/
http://simsbury350.com/celebration-events/350th-opening-ceremony/
http://simsbury350.com/celebration-events/350th-birthday-party/
http://simsbury350.com/celebration-events/350th-river-day/
mailto:SimsburyLoanLocker@gmail.com
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Opportunities to Serve the Town 

There are numerous opportunities to serve the Town on boards and commissions whose members are 

appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Some of the openings include: 

 Board of Assessment Appeals (we are looking to fill two alternate positions) 

 Aging and Disability Commission 

 Clean Energy Task Force 

 Community for Care 

 Economic Development Commission 

 Historic District Commission 

 Recycling Committee 

 Tourism Committee 

 The Hartford Area Cable Television Advisory Council (HACTAC) has openings for two 

Simsbury residents to serve on this volunteer board 

You can find a complete list of current vacancies here. You can find more information here on how to 

apply for one of those vacancies.  

If you have questions about any of these opportunities, I’m happy to speak with any resident. Please reach 

out to me by email: ewellman@simsbury-ct.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://simsburyctboards.vt-s.net/vt.php
https://www.simsbury-ct.gov/town-clerk/pages/board-committee-information-system
mailto:ewellman@simsbury-ct.gov
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

TO: Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Maria E. Capriola – Town Manager 

DATE: March 9, 2020 

 

FY 2020/2021 BUDGET NEWS & NOTES: 

The Board of Selectmen met on Saturday, March 7
th

 for an in depth budget review workshop; a recording 

of that meeting can be found on SCTV.  By Charter the Board of Selectmen must forward a recommended 

budget to the Board of Finance no later than March 31st.  The Board of Selectmen is scheduled to take up 

the matter of budget discussion and possible adoption tonight. If an additional meeting is needed for 

budget consideration, I recommend a special meeting be held on March 11th.   The Board of Selectmen is 

scheduled to present its adopted budget to the Board of Finance on March 17th. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL NEWS & NOTES: 
Culture, Parks & Recreation: The Simsbury Farms Golf Course opened today for the 2020 

season.  Many of our residents took advantage of the great weather to get out and play a round at our 

beautiful town course today.  To get more information on the Simsbury Farms Golf Course, please visit 

www.simsburyfarms.com 

 

Community & Social Services: Eighth grade students of Ms. Rigby’s Family & Consumer Sciences Class 

raised $236 for the Simsbury Food Closet.  The FACS class focuses on food science skills and the 

students spent time learning about food insecurity in their own community.  During the fall and holiday 

season the students baked treats and sold them to collect funds for this generous donation.  On February 

20th, Community and Social Services Director Kristen Formanek visited the students to accept the 

donation and speak about how they are helping to make a direct impact on those in need, some of whom 

may be their fellow students.   

 

Community & Social Services: The students of Tariffville Elementary School under the direction of Mr. 

Baxter, held a fundraiser for the Simsbury Food Closet.  The students had an Empty Bowl Project and Ice 

Cream Social and raised $700 for the Food Closet.  Community Social Worker Rachael Loveland 

accepted the donation and spoke with the students about the significant impact that their contribution has 

on fighting hunger locally.  They have helped us to help others!   

 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 

Community & Social Services: 

 The Community for Care and Simsbury SPIRIT Council are hosting a program titled Implicit 

Bias: How our Unconscious Beliefs Shape our Experiences. The event is free and open to the 

public and will be held at the Simsbury Public Library on Wednesday March 11
th

 at 6:30pm. No 

registration is needed. 

 On March 15th we will celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day at the Senior Center with a traditional lunch 

catered by Kane’s Market.  Cost is $9 and includes a full meal, beverages, and dessert.  To sign up 

please contact the Senior Center at (860) 658-3273. 

 In commemoration of the centennial of a woman’s right to vote in America, and in celebration of 

Women’s History Month, the Abigail Phelps Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution and 

the Simsbury Senior Center are co-sponsoring “From Seneca Falls to the 19th Amendment: Songs 

of the America Woman Suffrage Movement”.  Rick Spencer and Dawn Indermuehle will present 

some of the most engaging and interesting songs of the movement, with historical commentary, in 

commemoration of the centennial of a woman’s right to vote in America.  This free event will take 

http://www.simsburyfarms.com/
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place on Sunday, March 22nd from 2:00 to 3:30pm at Eno Memorial Hall and is open to the 

public.  For more information, contact the Senior Center at (860) 658-3273. 

 The Department of Community and Social Services and the Aging and Disability Commission are 

pleased to present our Annual Sensory Friendly Spring Fling.  Our environment is sensory friendly 

and we invite you to come and meet the Easter Bunny, create your own flower garden, have a 

balloon animal made for you, and meet a therapy dog!  This event is free and open to the public 

and will be held on Monday, April 6th from 4:00-6:30pm at Eno Memorial Hall.  Please call (860) 

658-3283 with questions, no registration is needed.   

 

AARP Tax Assistance: AARP Tax-Aide Volunteers will provide free individual income tax filing 

assistance for Connecticut and Federal taxes on Thursdays from February 6
th

 - April 9
th

, as well as 

Tuesdays from March 10
th

-31
st
. The program is open to anyone who needs assistance, regardless of age, 

income or town of residence. Ninety-minute appointments run from 10am until the last appointment ends 

at 4:30pm.  

 

Please make an appointment by calling the Simsbury Senior Center at (860) 658-3273. The Tax-Aide 

volunteers will be located in the Simsbury 


